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Flag raising and lowering procedures

The salute should be held until the flag is removed or, if there is music, until the music stops.Detach: Remove from rope, keep off the ground. The salute is held until the flag is unsnapped from the halyard or through the last note of music, whichever is the longest.Carry the flag; Raise the flag briskly; Salute the flag appropriately; Recite the Pledge of
Allegiance; Make that the U.S. flag Following the US Flag Code, the American Flag should be raised briskly and lowered slowly and ceremoniously. After it has been lowered, the flag should be folded properly to ensure it is handled with respect and care. Instead, hold the flag securely and keep it off the ground at all times.Flying a flag at half-staff
means displaying it in a position halfway between the top and bottom of the flagpole. We have also explored the importance of folding and storing the flag correctly to preserve its integrity.It is crucial to recap the key points covered in this article. Here is a list of rules and guidelines on American flag etiquette and the U.S. Flag Code.On June 22,
1942, Congress passed a joint resolution, later amended on December 22, 1942, that encompassed what has come to be known as the U.S. Flag Code.Note: Although this is a U.S. federal law, following the Flag Code is voluntary and meant as a guideline. When the flag is hung either horizontally or vertically against a wall, the union should be to the
observer’s left.In a procession, the American flag should be to the right (the flag’s own right) of any other flag or, if in a line of other flags, in front of the center of that line.When displayed from a staff projecting from a building, the union should be at the peak of the staff. When the flag is displayed otherwise than by being flown from a staff, it should
be displayed flat, whether indoors or out; or so suspended that its folds fall as freely as though the flag were staffed.When displayed over a street, the flag should be suspended vertically with the union to the north in an east and west street or to the east in a north and south street.On a platform, the flag should be above and behind the speaker, with
the union uppermost and to the observer’s left. When displayed from a staff in a church or auditorium, the flag should occupy the position of honor and be placed at the speaker’s right as he faces the audience.When the flag is used to cover a casket, the union should be at the head and over the left shoulder.Hoisting and Lowering the Flag:The flag
should be hoisted briskly and lowered ceremoniously.When flown at half-staff, the flag should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant and then lowered to half-staff position. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of raising and lowering the US flag, covering both standard and special flag-handling scenarios.In the following sections,
we will delve into the step-by-step process of flag ceremonies, starting from the preparations before the ceremony, the actual flag-raising procedure, and the proper display of the flag. Slowly and steadily lower the flag, maintaining control of the rope to prevent it from tangling or touching the ground. Check for any tears, fraying, or discoloration. If
not in uniform, they place their hand over their heart during the raising and lowering of the flag.The U.S. flag should always be the first to be raised and the last to be lowered when other flags are present.Yes, the US flag can be flown at night as long as it is properly illuminated. This gesture acknowledges the significance of the flag and the values it
represents.Raise Flag: Slowly pull the rope, gradually raising the flag until it reaches the top of the flagpole. It should be illuminated if displayed at night. By following these guidelines, you can participate in flag ceremonies with confidence, honoring the flag and the principles it represents.Whether you are a Scout leader, a member of the military, or
simply an individual who wants to show respect for the flag, this guide will equip you with the knowledge and understanding necessary to conduct flag ceremonies with dignity and reverence. Then lower it to half-staff until noon. Just ensure the flag is washed or dry-cleaned.However, when the flag is in torn or in a condition that it is no longer a fitting
emblem, it should be destroyed in a dignified and ceremonious fashion, preferably by burning.Most American Legion posts will conduct an annual ceremony, often on Flag Day (June 14), to retire old or worn flags; contact your local chapter if you are not able to dispose of the flag yourself. However, it is important to ensure that the flag is securely
attached and does not obstruct the driver’s view or pose a safety hazard.Yes, the US flag can be flown at a non-governmental organization or business. It also demonstrates respect for the other flags by acknowledging their presence and giving them their due recognition.Whether it is during a ceremony, event, or everyday display, following the
proper order when raising and lowering multiple flags is a way to show reverence and honor for each flag’s significance. This ensures that the flag is visible and respected even in the darkness.Yes, the US flag can be flown in the rain. Following the US Flag Code, the American Flag should be raised briskly and lowered slowly and
ceremoniously.Ordinarily it should be displayed only between sunrise and sunset. Assigning roles also adds a sense of organization and professionalism to the ceremony.To properly raise the flag during a ceremony, there are a few important steps to follow. You could also ask your local Boy Scouts or Girl Scouts troops about retiring your flag. In order
to treat the flag with the dignity it deserves, the following display guidelines are recommended.General Guidelines for Displaying the Flag:When the flag is hung vertically on a wall, window, or door, the union (blue section) should be to the observer’s left. Be cautious not to let the flag touch the ground, as this is considered disrespectful. Ordinarily it
should be displayed only between sunrise and sunset. It should be ... The Flag Code outlines when and how the flag should be raised, flown, and lowered each day. Make sure the flag is clean and in good condition. Displaying the flag at half-staff is a significant gesture that symbolizes mourning and respect. It is often performed during ceremonies or
at the end of the day. Whether it’s a daily flag-raising at a Scout camp or a special ceremony on a national holiday, understanding the proper protocols is essential. However, it is important to follow proper flag etiquette and ensure that the flag is displayed in a respectful and dignified manner.On Memorial Day, raise the flag briskly to the top at dawn.
Take care to maintain a steady and controlled pace during this process. What happens if it touches the ground? Throughout this article, we have discussed various aspects of flag etiquette, including the proper procedures for raising and lowering the flag, displaying multiple flags, and observing protocols for half-staff and taps. Wondering how to
display the American flag? Remember, the flag is a symbol of our shared values and should be treated with the utmost reverence.When raising and lowering multiple flags, it is important to follow proper protocol. It is typically done to honor the memory of a national figure or to commemorate a tragic event. However, it is important to ensure that the
flag is made of a weather-resistant material and is properly secured to prevent it from touching the ground.Flying the US flag upside down is a distress signal and should only be done in extreme situations to indicate that help is needed.First raise the flag to the top of the pole, then lower it to the half-staff position.No, the US flag should only be flown
at half-staff on specific days designated by the President or the Governor of a state. It is a solemn gesture that reflects the nation’s collective grief and gratitude.At noon, the flag is raised back to full-staff until sunset. However, it is important to follow proper flag etiquette, including ensuring that the flag is in good condition, properly illuminated at
night, and not touching the ground.Yes, the US flag can be flown on a vehicle. Properly folding and storing the flag ensures that it can be proudly displayed for years to come.In conclusion, raising and lowering the US flag is a significant and symbolic act that should be carried out with utmost respect and care. Scouts at the ceremony should salute
the flag or place a hand over their heart while it is being lowered. You can use a spotlight or other appropriate lighting to achieve this.When displaying the flag, it is important to treat it with the utmost respect. The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on:New Year’s Day, January 1Inauguration Day, January 20Martin Luther King Jr.’s
birthday, the third Monday in JanuaryLincoln’s Birthday, February 12Washington’s Birthday, the third Monday in FebruaryNational Vietnam War Veterans Day, March 29Easter Sunday (variable)Mother’s Day, the second Sunday in MayArmed Forces Day, the third Saturday in MayMemorial Day (half-staff until noon), the last Monday in MayFlag Day,
June 14Father’s Day, the third Sunday in Junelndependence Day, July 4National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, July 27Labor Day, first Monday in SeptemberConstitution Day, September 17Indigenous Peoples’ Day/Columbus Day, the second Monday in OctoberNavy Day, October 27Veterans Day, November 11Thanksgiving Day, the fourth
Thursday in NovemberChristmas Day, December 250ther days as may be proclaimed by the President of the United StatesBirthdays of States (date of admission)State holidaysThe flag should be displayed at every public institution, in or near every polling place on election days, and at schoolhouses during school days.How to Properly Display the
American FlagAs a symbol of the country and its people, the flag should be treated with respect and be honored when on display. This helps to protect the flag from damage and preserve its integrity. Before beginning the lowering process, ensure that the scouts or individuals responsible for lowering the flag are in their designated positions. This act
of lowering the flag is a symbol of mourning and remembrance for those who have given their lives in service to the country. By following the precise folding techniques, we ensure that the flag is handled with care and preserved for future generations. Half-staff is one-half the distance between the top and bottom of the staff. This signifies the
resilience and strength of the nation, as well as the hope and gratitude for the freedoms that have been secured through the sacrifices of the fallen heroes.However, on Memorial Day, the flag is then immediately lowered to half-staff until noon. The flag should unfurl smoothly and gracefully as it ascends.Secure: Once the flag has reached the top, tie
off the rope securely to prevent the flag from descending unintentionally. The U.S. flag should always be raised first and lowered last. Once the flag is fully lowered, carefully detach it from the rope. It should be displayed in a location of prominence, such as on a flagpole or in a window facing the street.Lowering the flag is a solemn and respectful act
that requires careful attention and precision. Storing the flag in a clean and dry place, such as a flag case or display box, helps protect it from damage and maintains its integrity.Finally, we would like to encourage Scouts and individuals alike to actively participate in flag ceremonies. This ensures that the flag remains proudly displayed throughout
the day.Displaying the flag is a powerful way to show patriotism and respect for the United States. We will also explore the protocols for lowering the flag, including the half-staff protocol and the solemn playing of Taps. Knowing when to display the flag at half-staff is crucial to observe this protocol correctly.The flag should be raised to the top of the
flagpole before being lowered to half-staff. As part of the commemorative traditions, there are specific protocols to follow when raising and lowering the flag on this important day.To begin, the flag should be raised briskly to the top of the flagpole at dawn. Use the commands to cue the bugler, if one is ... Similarly, when lowering the flag, it should be
done slowly and ceremoniously, paying tribute to the sacrifices made by those who have served and protected our country.Displaying the flag correctly is another crucial aspect of flag etiquette. This ensures a smooth and coordinated effort.Lower: Untie rope, lower flag. The custom is to display the flag only from sunrise to sunset on flagstaffs in the
open, but it may be displayed at night—if illuminated—to produce a patriotic effect. First and foremost, before any flag ceremony, it is essential to familiarize oneself with the proper protocols and guidelines. By doing so, we honor the flag and the principles it represents, fostering a sense of patriotism and respect for our nation.Click here to download
a tip sheetScouts and individuals alike should actively participate in flag ceremonies. Take the time to ensure that the rope is properly attached to the flagpole and that it is secure.Assign Roles: Designate individuals for specific roles during the ceremony, such as the flag bearer, color guard, and any other necessary positions. It also proscribes many
actions that could involve the flag. These days are usually reserved to honor fallen heroes or to commemorate national tragedies.Yes, the US flag can be flown at a private residence. This ensures that the flag is presented in its best condition, representing the honor and respect it deserves. This will help ensure that everyone knows their
responsibilities and can perform their duties with confidence and precision. When is it flown at half-staff? The flag of the United States of America is saluted as it is hoisted and lowered. The flag should be lowered in a dignified manner, with respect and reverence.Salute. It should again be raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. If the flag
is damaged or dirty, it should be replaced or cleaned before the ceremony. This transition from half-staff to full-staff represents the resilience and determination of the nation to carry on the legacy of those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. The folding process involves a series of precise folds that result in a triangular shape, symbolizing the hat
worn by Revolutionary War soldiers.Once folded, the flag should be stored in a clean and dry place, preferably in a flag case or display box. Always ensure it’s properly handled.The flag should be raised briskly but lowered ceremoniously, meaning more slowly and respectfully.Scouts in uniform should hand salute. Its image should not be cheapened or
tarnished by improper use.The flag should not be dipped to any person or thing, including government officials—even the President.The flag should never be displayed with the union (stars) down, unless as a signal of dire distress.The flag should never touch anything beneath it, such as the ground, the floor, water, or merchandise.The flag should
never be carried flat or horizontally, but always aloft and free.The flag should never be fastened, displayed, used, or stored so that it might be easily torn, soiled, or damaged in any way.The flag should never be used to cover a ceiling.The flag should never have anything placed on it.The flag should never be used for any advertising purpose,
embroidered on cushions or handkerchiefs, printed on paper napkins or boxes, nor used as any portion of a costume.How to Properly Dispose of an American Flaglf the U.S. flag does touch the ground, it does not need to be disposed of. It is a way to honor their memory and express our gratitude for their sacrifice.Folding and storing the flag is an
important part of flag etiquette. It is a small but meaningful gesture that reflects the values and traditions of the United States.Memorial Day is a solemn occasion to honor and remember the men and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice while serving in the United States Armed Forces. If you choose to display the flag overnight, it must be
properly illuminated. If other flags are present, they should be raised and lowered in the order of their importance or significance.By raising the U.S. flag first, it takes precedence over the other flags and represents the unity and pride of the nation. Whether it is flying the flag at half-staff to honor fallen heroes or displaying multiple flags, it is
important to follow the proper protocols to show respect and honor.In addition, we have discussed the significance of folding and storing the flag properly. A flag which is in poor condition should be retired.Prepare Flagpole: Untangle the rope on the flagpole to ensure that it is free from any knots or tangles. The flag of the United States is the
emblem of our identity as a sovereign nation, which the United States of America has been for more than 200 years.Perhaps the most important guideline involves how citizens should behave around the Stars and Stripes. It is a way to show our respect and unity as a nation during times of mourning or remembrance. How To Display a United States
Flag ... flag to raise and lower the colors. This is an important step to ensure that the flag is properly positioned and then respectfully lowered. It is a reminder that their memory lives on and that their sacrifice will never be forgotten.By following these protocols on Memorial Day, we pay tribute to the brave men and women who have selflessly served
our country. The flag must be flown at half-staff on all buildings on the death of any officer listed below, for the period indicated:For the President or a former President: 30 days from the date of death.For the Vice President, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the United States, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 10 days from
the day of death.For an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, a member of the Cabinet, a former Vice President, the President pro tempore of the Senate, the Majority Leader of the House of Representatives, the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives: From the day of death until interment.For a United States Senator, Representative,
Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner from the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico: the flag should be flown in the metropolitan area of the District of Columbia, on the day of death and on the following day; in the state, congressional district, territory, or commonwealth of such Senator, Representative, Delegate, or Commissioner, from the day of death
until interment.For a Governor: Within the state, territory, or possession, from the day of death until interment.Displaying the American Flag on a Vehicle:The flag should not be displayed on a float except from a staff, nor draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle. When the flag is displayed on a vehicle, the staff should be fixed firmly to
the chassis.Displaying the American Flag Alongside Other Flags:In the United States, no other flag should be placed above the American flag or, if they are to be placed on the same level, to the right of the American flag.The United Nations flag may not be displayed above or in a position of superior prominence to the United States flag except at the
United Nations Headquarters.The flag, when displayed with another against a wall—both from crossed staffs—should be on the right (the flag’s own right), and its staff should be in front of the other staff.The American flag should be at the center and the highest point when displayed with a group of state flags.When flags of states, cities, etc., are
flown on the same halyard, the American flag should be at its peak.When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs of the same height, and the American flag should be hoisted first and lowered last. How Not to Display the American FlagThe flag and its likeness should be treated with respect. It should be
hoisted to the peak of the flagpole, symbolizing the strength and unity of the nation.The US flag should be lowered slowly and ceremoniously, paying tribute to the sacrifices made by those who have served and protected our country.No, the flag should never touch the ground. For daily wit & wisdom, sign up for the Almanac newsletter. This ensures
that the flag is handled with the respect it deserves and that the ceremony is conducted in a dignified manner.We have learned that when raising the flag, it should be done briskly and with reverence. Make sure the flag is securely fastened and kept off the ground at all times. Additionally, displaying the flag on state holidays and other significant
dates can also be a meaningful gesture.Normally the flag is flown from sunrise to sunset. It may be displayed on any day of the year according to the following guidelines:The flag should not be displayed on days when the weather is inclement. This is a myth. This is to ensure that the flag remains visible and respectful even in the darkness. Start by
untying the rope that secures the flag to the flagpole. Once the flag is at half-staff, it should remain in that position for the designated period of mourning or remembrance.The flag should be raised back to the top of the flagpole before being lowered for the day.By following this half-staff protocol, we honor the significance of the flag and the solemn
occasions it represents. By doing so, we honor the flag and the principles it represents, fostering a sense of patriotism and respect for our nationThe US flag should be raised briskly and with reverence. This ensures that the flag remains clean and undamaged throughout the ceremony.Attention: While raising the flag, it is customary for scouts in
attendance to salute if in uniform or place their hand over their heart as a sign of respect. There are certain guidelines to follow when it comes to displaying the flag to ensure it is done properly.Firstly, it is appropriate to display the flag on all days, but it is especially important to do so on national holidays such as Independence Day, Memorial Day,
and Veterans Day. Let us now begin with the preparations before the ceremony, ensuring that the flag is in proper condition and the flagpole is ready for the ceremony.To ensure a smooth and respectful flag-raising ceremony, there are a few important steps to take before the actual event. Lowering it last is a way to honor and pay tribute to the
sacrifices made by those who have served and protected the country.This protocol ensures that the U.S. flag remains the focal point and symbol of the nation’s values and ideals. To properly lower the flag, follow these steps:Attention: Scouts in position. If more than the U.S. flag is being used, the U.S. flag is raised first in the morning and lowered
last in the evening. Sign up to get the latest on sales, new releases and more ... * As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases.Flag ceremonies play a significant role in Scouting, symbolizing honor, respect, and patriotism. This signifies the importance and respect given to the national flag. For example, members of the armed services
and veterans are asked to stand at attention and salute when their flag is passing in a parade or being hoisted or lowered; civilians should place their right hand over their hearts.It may appear as if there are an overwhelming number of guidelines below; however, this article has become longer over time to answer the many questions that come up.
This will make it easier to raise and lower the flag smoothly during the ceremony. Additionally, we will discuss the guidelines for handling multiple flags and the specific protocols for Memorial Day.Furthermore, this guide will provide insights into the proper folding of the flag, ensuring that it is done with the utmost care and respect. The flag should
be hoisted to the peak of the flagpole, symbolizing the strength and unity of the nation. These preparations will help ensure that the flag is in proper condition and that the ceremony runs smoothly.Inspect Flag: Before the ceremony, it is crucial to inspect the flag for any signs of wear or dirt. These steps ensure that the flag is handled with respect
and that the raising process is executed smoothly.Attach Flag: Begin by attaching the flag to the rope. You will see more questions from readers in the comments!Did you know: A flag expert is called a vexillologist! We are not experts, but we do our best to answer questions occasionally and welcome others to share their knowledge, especially
military members.When to Display the FlagThe flag is a symbol of respect, honor, and patriotism.
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