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While	the	simplicity	and	convenience	of	watching	porn	from	a	mobile	device	makes	for	a	tempting	offer,	it's	a	practice	that	you	should	perhaps	reconsider.	Why?	Recent	research	has	shown	that	watching	porn	on	a	mobile	device	rings	all	sorts	of	security	alarms	and	puts	you	at	a	high	risk	for	getting	hacked.The	Man's	Guide	To	Kinky	Sex:Wandera,	a
mobile	security	tech	firm,	examined	the	insecurity	of	porn	sites	and	of	mobile	devices	and	made	some	alarming	conclusions.	They	found	that	"almost	a	quarter	of	malware	on	mobile	devices	comes	from	porn	websites,"	and	because	"smartphone	operating	systems,	especially	Android,	are	not	as	secure	as	desktops,	there	are	many	vulnerabilities	that
can	be	easily	exploited	by	hackers."The	tech	firm	looked	at	a	number	of	different	porn	websites	and	found,	at	the	time	of	their	research,	that	40	of	the	50	top	adult	content	websites	such	as	Brazzers,	Ashley	Madison,	and	AdultFriendFinder	had	been	exposed	to	data	leaks.(Ready	for	the	real	thing?	The	Men's	Health	guide	to	pleasuring	a	woman	will
teach	you	all	the	secrets	to	sexual	satisfaction.)Conclusion:	If	you're	going	to	watch	porn,	know	that	watching	it	on	your	smartphone,	no	matter	how	convenient	it	may	be,	is	putting	you	and	your	information	at	a	much	higher	risk	of	being	hacked	compared	to	using	a	desktop.	Need	some	more	tips	to	arm	yourself	against	the	threat	of	data	exposure?
Here's	how	you	can	protect	your	passwords	and	information	from	evil	hackers.	Where	there	is	no	app	for	that	on	the	iPhone,	there	now	is	for	porn	on	the	competing	Android	mobile	operating	system.	A	Seattle-based	company	named	MiKandi	(pronounced	“my	candy”)	has	released	an	app	store	specifically	geared	towards	porn.	The	application
attempts	to	create	a	red	light	district	for	adult	Android	apps	allowing	adult	content	providers	to	set	up	shop	within	a	MiKandi	app	(see	SFW	video).	Boasting	only	one	previous	app	(an	app	called	Dildroid),	MiKandi’s	emergence	brings	with	it	game-changing	potential	for	smut	peddlers	on	smartphones.	In	June	2009	the	iPhone	app	called	Hottest	Girls
snuck	by	Apple’s	notoriously	fickle	approval	process	and	saw	the	light	of	day	.	.	.	for	a	very	brief	period	of	time	before	Apple	banned	it.	“[MiKandi	LLC]	wanted	to	find	a	niche	that	was	not	currently	being	served	and	adult	applications	were	at	the	top	of	the	list,”	Jennifer	McEwen,	one	of	the	company’s	founders,	told	Good	Gear	Guide.	“There	are	no
other	adult	app	stores	out	there	to	meet	this	need	of	users	and	developers.	So	we	entered	the	market	with	MiKandi	to	provide	value	to	the	mobile	application	ecosystem.”	According	to	reports,	the	MiKandi	top	brass	consist	of	former	employees	of	Microsoft,	T-Mobile,	Comverse,	and	adult	industry	veterans.	These	executives	promise	little	to	no
censorship	when	it	comes	to	“controversial”	apps,	except	in	cases	when	the	law	is	being	broken.	“Unfortunately,	there	will	always	be	someone	who	doesn’t	believe	the	law	applies	to	them,”	McEwan	told	Good	Gear	Guide.	“If	illegal	content	is	uploaded	we	will	take	it	down	immediately	and	if	necessary	take	legal	action	against	the	developer	in
question.”	The	developer	kit	is	currently	invite-only,	but	MiKandi	plans	on	an	e-mail	marketing	campaign	to	get	the	word	out.	MiKandi	representatives	say	it	has	plans	to	port	its	app	to	BlackBerry	and	Windows	Mobile	devices	as	well	as	Java-compatible	mobile	phones	in	early	2010.	Vizio	got	a	jump	start	on	its	competition	today	by	announcing	its	plans
for	mobile	devices	before	the	Consumer	Electronics	Show	officially	starts	in	Las	Vegas	this	week.	The	company–known	for	its	ability	to	deliver	quality	HDTVs	at	reasonable	prices–introduced	an	Android	phone,	and	an	Android	tablet.	Both	will	be	shown	at	CES	in	the	coming	week.	While	Vizio	did	not	say	which	version	of	Android	it	plans	for	these
devices,	given	the	targeted	late	second	quarter/Summer	2011	release	date,	it’s	likely	that	one	or	both	devices	will	have	Honeycomb,	the	much-talked	about	next-gen	Android	OS	that	will,	among	other	things,	bring	tablet	support	into	focus.	Both	devices	will	have	full	Google	Android	Market	support,	though.	Vizio’s	strategy	is	an	interesting	one,	and	it
makes	total	sense	for	a	company	that’s	already	invested	in	an	app	platform.	At	CES	2010,	Vizio	announced	it	was	extending	its	Vizio	Internet	Apps	(VIA)	platform	to	nine	HDTVs	and	to	its	Blu-ray	player,	and	it	had	plans	to	grow	the	platform	beyond	the	early	apps	(which	include	the	ubiquitous	Netflix	streaming).	The	VIA	platform	was	originally	based
on	Flash	and	Yahoo	Widgets;	the	latter	was	the	first	major	initiative	to	bring	apps	to	HDTVs,	but	it	has	fizzled	over	time.	Fast	forward	to	CES	2011:	This	week,	Vizio	will	show	its	updated	VIA	platform,	which	will	now	be	based	on	Google	TV,	and	will	extend	support	to	other	devices,	too,	including	the	forthcoming	VIA	Tablet	and	VIA	Phone.	Both
devices	will	feature	Android,	with	the	VIA	Plus	user	interface	overlay	on	top	of	the	Android	operating	system.	Clearly,	Vizio’s	strategy	isn’t	to	target	Android	purists;	instead,	the	company	aims	to	develop	a	unified	and	common	user	interface	across	devices.The	company	says	the	VIA	Plus	interface	was	created	with	the	intention	of	it	being	scaled	from
handheld	devices	to	55-inch	HDTVs.	The	bigger	endgame?	Not	only	will	you	get	a	common	interface,	but	you	can	expect	to	use	either	mobile	device	as	a	universal	remote	control;	Vizio	says	it	will	support	up	to	90	percent	of	consumer	electronics	devices	through	the	built-in	IR	blaster	on	the	phone	and	the	tablet.	At	launch,	Vizio	was	not	specific	about
what	the	new	platform	means	for	apps	written	in	Flash	or	for	the	Yahoo	Widgets	universe.	Nor	was	the	company	uber-specific	on	the	specs.	But	what	follows	is	what	we	already	know.	The	VIA	Phone	packs	a	3G	antenna,	1GHz	processor,	and	a	4-inch	capacitative	touchscreen	with	480	by	854-pixel	resolution.	It	will	have	an	accelerometer,	GPS,
microSD	card	slot,	a	front-facing	camera	for	video	chat,	a	5-megapixel	rear	camera	with	flash	for	photos	and	HD	video	capture,	and	mini-HDMI	jack	for	outputting	720p	HD	video.	The	phone’s	dimensions	will	measure	2.4-by-4.8-by-0.5	inches,	and	it	will	weigh	0.26	pounds.	The	VIA	Tablet	also	packs	a	1GHz	processor	(like	the	phone,	the	CPU’s	source
remains	a	mystery	for	now).	The	Tablet	has	an	8-inch,	1024	by	768	capacitative	touchscreen,	which	puts	it	at	the	same	resolution	as	the	current	Apple	iPad.	You’ll	also	get	802.11n	Wi-Fi,	an	accelerometer,	GPS,	2GB	of	internal	storage,front-facing	camera	for	video	chat,	and	a	microSD	card	slot	for	additional	storage.	It	also	has	a	Micro-USB	port,	and,
uniquely	(for	now),	it	has	three	speakers	for	delivering	stereo	audio	no	matter	what	orientation	you	hold	the	tablet	in.	That’s	actually	an	important	point–many	tablets	have	their	speaker(s)	in	one	spot,	and	the	sound	is	either	blocked	or	directionally	off	depending	upon	how	you	hold	the	tablet.	The	Tablet	will	measure	6.5-by-8.2-by-0.5	inches	(the	same
thickness	as	iPad	and	Samsung’s	Galaxy	Tab),	and	it	will	weigh	1.2	pounds	(less	than	iPad,	more	than	Galaxy	Tab).	Given	these	products’	release	date	is	still	a	ways	out,	it’s	not	surprising	that	Vizio	didn’t	announce	pricing	or	carrier	plans	(or	whether	the	tablet	will	be	sold	sans	carrier).	But	given	the	company’s	history	of	delivering	products	at	a	value
price,	I’d	expect	Vizio	to	be	one	to	watch.	On	iOS:	Tap	the	i	icon	next	to	the	phone	number	and	select	Block	this	Caller.	On	Android:	Open	the	Phone	app,	select	the	number	to	block,	and	tap	Block	number	or	Reject	call.		This	article	explains	how	to	block	phone	numbers	on	iOS	and	Android	phones,	as	well	as	how	to	view	and	manage	numbers	and	how
to	hide	your	number	when	making	outgoing	calls.	Most	smartphones	block	incoming	phone	numbers	to	avoid	receiving	spam	calls	or	other	calls	you	don't	want.	Another	option	available	is	to	block	your	own	Caller	ID	from	displaying	on	the	recipient's	device.	Both	options	are	possible	on	Android	and	iOS	phones.	Sometimes	the	operating	systems	hide
these	features	deep	in	the	settings.	Further,	different	carriers	offer	various	options	for	blocking	numbers,	so	this	feature	is	not	always	dependent	entirely	on	the	OS.	All	major	mobile	phone	operating	systems	offer	a	way	to	block	incoming	phone	numbers.	You	can	block	numbers	from	within	the	phone's	Recents	section,	within	FaceTime	or	inside
Messages.	Blocking	a	number	from	one	area	blocks	all	three.	From	each	area:	Tap	the	i	icon	next	to	the	phone	number	(or	conversation).	Select	Block	this	Caller	at	the	bottom	of	the	Info	screen.	To	view	and	manage	blocked	numbers:	Open	Settings.		Tap	Phone.		Tap	Call	Blocking	&	Identification.	Then,	either	select	a	phone	number	to	view	its	details
and	select	to	either	add	or	unblock	the	number	or	contact	or	add	a	contact	to	block	by	scrolling	to	the	bottom	of	all	blocked	numbers	and	choosing	Block	Contact.	This	step	launches	your	Contacts	app	so	you	can	select	whom	to	block.	You	can	also	filter	your	iMessages	from	people	who	are	not	in	your	contacts	list.	After	you	have	filtered	at	least	one
message,	a	new	tab	displays	for	Unknown	Senders.	You	still	get	the	messages,	but	they	won't	be	automatically	displayed,	and	you	won't	receive	any	notifications.	To	filter	iMessages:	Open	Settings.	Tap	Messages.	Scroll	to	and	tap	Unknown	&	Spam.	Turn	on	Filter	Unknown	Senders.	Because	so	many	manufacturers	produce	phones	(Samsung,	Google,
Huawei,	Xiaomi,	LG,	etc.)	that	run	the	Android	operating	system,	the	procedure	for	blocking	a	number	can	vary	widely.	Further,	versions	of	Android	Marshmallow	and	older	do	not	natively	offer	this	feature.	If	you	are	running	an	older	version	like	this,	your	carrier	may	support	it,	or	you	may	be	able	to	block	a	number	using	an	app.	To	see	whether	or
not	your	carrier	supports	phone	blocking:	Open	your	Phone	app.	Select	the	number	you	want	to	block.	On	a	Samsung	phone,	tap	Details.	If	your	carrier	supports	blocking,	you'll	have	a	menu	item	called	something	like	"Block	number"	or	"Reject	call"	or	perhaps	"Add	to	blacklist."	If	you're	using	a	different	Android	phone,	like	a	Pixel,	you	might	do	the
following	after	you	find	the	number	you	want	to	block	in	your	Phone	app:	Tap	the	vertical	dot	menu	in	the	upper	right	corner	of	the	screen.	Tap	Blocked	Numbers.	Confirm	with	a	tap	on	Block.	If	you	don't	have	an	option	to	block	a	call,	you	might	be	able	to	at	least	send	a	call	to	voicemail:	Open	your	Phone	app.	Tap	Contacts.	Tap	a	name.	Tap	the
pencil	icon	to	edit	the	contact.	Select	the	menu.	Select	All	calls	to	voicemail.	Depending	on	your	carrier	and	Android	version,	you	might	have	to	install	a	separate	app	to	handle	call-blocking	features.	Open	the	Google	Play	Store	and	search	for	"call	blocker."	Some	well-regarded	apps	are	Call	Blocker	Free,	Mr.	Number,	and	Safest	Call	Blocker.	Some
are	free	and	display	ads,	while	some	offer	a	premium	version	without	ads.	In	addition	to	controlling	incoming	calls	through	call	blocking,	you	can	also	control	whether	an	outgoing	call	will	display	your	Caller	ID.	This	capability	can	be	configured	to	operate	as	a	permanent	block	or	a	temporary	block	on	a	call-by-call	basis.	Your	phone	number	can’t	be
blocked	when	you	call	toll-free	(e.g.,	1-800	numbers)	and	emergency	services	(911)	numbers.		Just	add	the	*67	prefix	before	the	phone	number	on	your	cell	phone.	This	code	is	the	universal	command	to	deactivate	Caller	ID.	For	example,	placing	a	blocked	call	would	look	like	*67	555	555	5555.	On	the	receiving	end,	Caller	ID	will	usually	display



“private	number”	or	"unknown."	Though	you	won’t	hear	or	see	a	caller	ID	block	confirmation,	it	will	work.		Call	your	cell	phone	carrier	and	ask	for	a	line	block	to	permanently	suppress	your	phone	number	in	outbound	Caller	ID.	This	change	is	permanent	and	irreversible.	While	customer	service	may	attempt	to	convince	you	to	reconsider,	the	choice	is
yours.	Various	carriers	support	additional	blocking	features,	such	as	blocking	specific	numbers	or	messages.	Though	the	code	to	call	your	mobile	carrier	can	vary,	611	typically	works	for	cell	phone	customer	service	in	the	United	States	and	Canada.	If	you	temporarily	want	your	number	to	appear	when	you	have	a	permanent	line	block	in	place,	dial
*82	before	the	number.	For	example,	allowing	your	number	to	appear	in	this	case	would	look	like	*82	555	555	5555.	Some	people	automatically	decline	calls	from	phones	that	block	Caller	ID.	In	that	case,	you’d	have	to	allow	Caller	ID	to	make	the	call.	Most	Android	phones	provide	a	Caller	ID	blocking	feature	in	the	Phone	settings,	either	through	the
Phone	app	or	Settings	|	App	Info	|	Phone.	Some	Android	versions	older	than	Marshmallow	include	this	feature	under	an	Additional	Settings	option	within	your	Phone	settings.	In	iOS,	the	call	blocking	feature	is	under	the	Phone	settings:	Open	Settings	|	Phone.		Press	Show	My	Caller	ID.	Use	the	toggle	switch	to	show	or	hide	your	number.	FAQ	How	do	I
block	numbers	on	my	house	phone?	If	you	want	to	block	numbers	on	a	landline,	you	may	be	able	to	enter	specific	phone	numbers	on	your	service	provider's	website.	If	you	have	caller	ID	set	up	for	your	landline,	you	can	usually	block	private	numbers	by	dialing	*77.	How	do	I	block	text	messages	on	Android	and	iPhone?	To	block	text	messages	on
Android,	open	a	conversation	and	tap	the	three	dots	>	Details	>	Block	&	report	spam.	On	iPhone,	go	to	Settings	>	Messages	>	Blocked	Contacts	>	Add	New.	How	do	I	block	numbers	on	a	flip	phone?	It	depends	on	your	phone's	model,	but	try	going	to	your	calls,	find	the	number	you	wish	to	block,	then	select	Options	>	Block	number.	Thanks	for	letting
us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!
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