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DIY	notebooks	that	are	cute	and	easy	to	make.	Plus,	it	will	only	take	5	minutes!	I’ve	made	little	DIY	notebooks	here	and	there	for	years.	And	honestly,	it’s	resulted	in	what	feels	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	BUT	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	the	*right*
notebook	when	I	need	it.	So,	here	I	am	making	another	set	of	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house.	And	maybe	it	will	help	me	get	through	my	list	of	journal	prompts	for	the	new	year.	I’m	building	on	a	notebook	tutorial	I	wrote	back	in	2016	and	adding	a	second	way	to	make	notebooks	that	is	equally	fast	and	cute,	IMO.	I	wanted	to	make	them	really
special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won’t	lose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper…	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!	Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here’s	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	DIY	Notebooks	Two	Ways	Materials	decorative	wallpaper	samples	(cool	wrapping
paper	works	too)	scissors	scrap	paper	long	reach	stapler	(I	like	this	$10	one	from	Amazon)	bone	folder	(also	from	Amazon)	All	of	the	wallpaper	is	from	Kelly	Wearstler	and	I	actually	bought	a	bunch	of	samples	for	a	project	I	want	to	do	in	the	studio.	But	while	I	try	to	whittle	it	down	to	the	one	I	love	most	and	figure	out	the	budget,	I	had	these	leftover
samples	that	were	dying	to	be	DIYed.	How	to	Make	DIY	Notebooks	from	Scratch	The	process	for	these	DIY	notebooks	is	similar	to	the	DIY	library	card	notebooks	from	WAY	back	(don’t	judge	those	photos	too	harshly…it	was	six	years	ago).	But	there	are	some	difference	and	specifics	for	using	wallpaper,	so	I	created	a	new	tutorial…	1.	Cut	and	fold
paper.	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.		For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything…colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.	Sizing	note:	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in
the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished.	So	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches
long	and	5.5	inches	tall.	2.	Unfold,	trace,	and	cut	paper.	Next,	unfold	and	trace	around	the	edges	of	the	scrap	paper	onto	wallpaper.	Then	cut	out	the	shape	that	was	created	with	scissors.	3.	Wrap	and	glue	the	pieces	together.	Wrap	the	wallpaper	around	the	outside	of	the	folded	scrap	paper	pieces	and	glue	to	the	top	pieces	of	scrap	paper,	after	it’s
lined	up	properly.	*This	step	is	actually	not	100%	necessary,	it’s	just	for	additional	support	for	the	cover.	You	can	skip	this	step	to	save	time,	if	you	don’t	think	your	wallpaper	needs	extra	support.	Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.	4.	Staple	all	paper	together.	Next,	using	a	long	reach	stapler	(which	you	can	find	on
Amazon),	staple	2-3	staples	directly	on	top	of	the	fold	of	the	sheets	of	paper	/	wallpaper	cover	set.	*Unless	you	are	creating	a	super	tiny	notebook,	a	regular	stapler	won’t	work	for	this.	That’s	because	they’re	too	short	to	reach	the	middle	fold	of	the	notebook	to	staple	vertically.	And	that’s	it!	From	start	to	finish	one	of	these	DIY	notebooks	will	take	less
than	5	minutes	to	make.	But	I	have	an	even	quicker	idea	that	you	can	try	too	if	5	minutes	is	just	too	long…	How	to	Recover	an	Existing	Notebook	If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.	All	you’d	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size
(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.	AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it’s	even	easier	than	that.	With	wallpaper	that	already
has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that’s	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That’s	it!	Instructions	Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper	that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.	Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.	Next,
cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).	Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Brittni	I've	made	DIY	notebooks	here	and	it's	resulted	in	what	felt	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	But	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),
I	can	never	find	a	notebook	when	I	need	it.	WTF?!	So,	I	figured	I	would	make	a	new	set	of	DIY	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house,	the	studio,	my	purse,	etc	so	I	have	some	again.	And	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won't	loose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper...	the
wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here's	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	decorative	wallpaper	samples	cool	wrapping	paper	works	tooscissorsscrap	paperlong	reach	staplerbone	folder	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a
bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.	For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything...colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.Sizing	note...	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5
inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished	-	so	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.If	you	want	to
save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.All	you'd	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.AND	if	you	use	peel	and
stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it's	even	easier	than	that.With	wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that's	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That's	it!Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper
that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.Next,	cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Mention	@paperandstitch	or	tag
#paperandstitch!	Photography	and	styling	Brittni	Mehlhoff	What	do	you	think	of	these	little	guys?	Do	have	a	million	little	notebooks	lying	around	like	I	do?	Download	Article	Download	Article	The	next	time	you	need	to	send	a	message	to	someone	you	know,	try	some	different	note-folding	techniques	to	keep	your	message	secure	and	secret.	Whether
you	want	a	heart-shaped	note,	an	arrow,	or	a	diamond,	make	sure	to	always	start	with	your	written	note	facing	you	to	fold	it	up	properly!	1	Place	a	square	note	on	your	work	surface	so	it	looks	like	a	diamond.	If	you	wrote	your	note	on	a	rectangular	piece	of	paper,	fold	one	of	the	long	edges	inward	to	make	your	note	into	a	square.	Position	the	note	so
the	writing	is	face-up	and	the	corners	are	at	the	top,	bottom,	and	each	side	of	your	work	surface.[1]	If	you	want	to	make	your	note	extra	special,	write	it	on	the	non-colored	side	of	a	square	piece	of	origami	paper.	2	Fold	the	top	corner	down	to	the	bottom	corner	and	unfold	it.	Fold	the	paper	in	half	horizontally	and	crease	it.	Unfold	it	so	the	diamond
has	a	line	running	horizontally	through	the	middle	between	the	2	side	corners.[2]	Your	note	will	now	look	like	the	type	of	diamond	on	playing	cards	but	with	a	horizontal	crease	in	the	middle.	Advertisement	3	Fold	the	left	corner	to	the	right	corner	and	unfold	it.	This	time,	fold	the	paper	in	half	vertically.	Crease	the	note	so	there	is	a	line	running
through	the	middle.	Your	note	will	now	look	like	a	diamond	in	front	of	you	with	vertical	and	horizontal	creases	running	through	the	center.	4	Fold	the	top	corner	down	to	the	center	of	the	horizontal	crease.	Take	the	top	corner	and	fold	it	down	until	the	point	meets	the	horizontal	crease	in	the	middle	of	the	note.	Crease	it	so	it	stays	folded.[3]	Your	note
will	now	look	like	a	diamond	jewel	instead	of	the	type	of	diamond	from	playing	cards.	5	Fold	the	bottom	corner	up	to	the	top	edge.	Take	the	bottom	corner	and	fold	it	up	away	from	you	until	the	point	meets	the	top	edge.	Make	a	sharp	crease	in	the	fold.[4]	Your	note	will	now	look	like	a	diamond	jewel	with	the	bottom	point	cut	off.	6	Bring	the	bottom
left	and	right	edges	to	the	vertical	center	crease.	Fold	the	left	and	right	sides	up	at	an	angle	so	that	the	bottom	edges	line	up	with	the	vertical	center	crease.	Crease	them	so	they	stay	folded.[5]	You	will	now	have	what	looks	like	a	heart	with	sharp	edges.	7	Hide	the	top	and	side	corners	at	the	back	of	the	note	to	round	the	heart.	Fold	the	2	top	corners
as	well	as	the	left	and	right	corners	back	behind	the	heart.	Crease	them	well	by	running	your	fingernail	along	the	folds	to	keep	them	tucked	back	behind	the	heart.[6]	Your	note	is	now	ready	to	be	delivered	with	your	message	of	love!	Advertisement	1	Fold	the	note	into	vertical	quarters.	Lay	the	note	vertically	in	front	of	you,	face	up,	and	fold	the	paper
in	half	vertically.	Make	a	second	vertical	fold	so	that	the	paper	is	now	1/4	of	its	original	width.	Note	that	the	height	or	length	of	the	paper	will	remain	unchanged.	2	Bring	each	corner	inward	like	a	triangle.	Fold	the	upper	left	corner	diagonally	to	the	right	so	the	edge	of	the	folded	corner	is	flush	with	the	edge	of	the	paper	strip.	Fold	the	bottom	right
corner	diagonally	to	the	left	in	the	same	manner.	Make	sure	you	only	fold	enough	of	the	end	so	that	the	edge	of	the	folded	corner	remains	perfectly	aligned	with	the	edge	of	the	paper	strip	and	does	not	overlap	at	all.	3	Make	another	inward	diagonal	fold	on	each	end.	Fold	the	upper	triangle	down	and	to	the	right	so	that	it	meets	the	edge	of	the	paper
strip	on	the	other	side.	Fold	the	lower	triangle	up	and	to	the	left	the	same	way	so	that	the	edge	of	the	triangle	and	the	paper	strip	are	flush.	There	will	be	a	slanted	parallelogram	on	each	end.	The	first	2	triangles	you	folded	will	be	hanging	off	the	main	body	of	the	paper.	4	Flip	the	note	and	fold	in	the	triangles	on	each	end	horizontally.	Turn	the	note
over	so	the	back	side	is	facing	you.	Fold	the	upper	triangle	down	to	the	right	and	the	lower	triangle	up	to	the	left	so	that	you	have	1	parallelogram	shape	composed	of	4	different	triangle	sections.	You	will	be	left	with	2	triangles	that	hang	off	the	main	body	of	the	note	but	are	aligned	with	the	edges	of	the	main	body.	5	Flip	the	note	back	over	and	fold
the	lower	triangle	portion	up.	Turn	the	note	back	over	so	the	front	side	is	facing	you	again.	Fold	the	bottom	edge	of	the	back	lower	triangle	up	to	meet	the	lower	edge	of	the	front	upper	triangle.	You	will	now	be	left	with	1	triangle	hanging	off	of	the	main	square	body.	6	Fold	the	upper	triangle	portion	down.	Fold	the	top	edge	of	the	back	triangle	over
the	front	of	the	note	so	that	it	meets	the	bottom	edge	of	the	note.	Your	note	will	now	look	like	a	square.	The	only	thing	remaining	is	a	final	maneuver	that	holds	the	note	together.	7	Slip	the	outermost	triangle	into	the	lowest	pocket.	Move	the	tip	of	the	triangle	facing	you	into	the	pocket	at	the	very	bottom	of	the	note.	Tuck	it	in	securely	to	keep	your
note	together	and	secret.	You	will	be	left	with	a	square	note	divided	into	4	separate	triangular	sections.	Advertisement	1	Put	your	note	in	front	of	you	and	fold	it	in	half	vertically.	Lay	the	piece	of	paper	in	front	of	you	on	a	flat	surface	with	the	note	facing	you.	Fold	it	down	the	middle	vertically	and	crease	it	so	it	is	long	and	skinny.[7]	Note	that	the	width
will	be	halved	but	the	height	will	remain	unchanged.	2	Crease	the	bottom	left	and	top	right	corners	into	triangles.	Bring	the	upper	right	corner	diagonally	down	and	to	the	left	so	the	edge	is	flush	with	the	edge	of	the	paper,	then	crease	it.	Fold	the	lower	left	corner	diagonally	up	and	to	the	right	so	the	edge	is	flush	with	the	edge	of	the	paper,	then
crease	it.	Unfold	the	corners	so	you	can	see	the	crease	marks.[8]	The	edge	of	each	corner	will	be	aligned	with	the	edge	of	the	note	when	you	fold	them.	3	Fold	the	bottom	right	and	top	left	corners	into	triangles.	Bring	the	upper	left	corner	diagonally	down	and	to	the	right	and	the	bottom	right	corner	diagonally	up	and	to	the	left	so	the	edges	of	the
triangles	are	flush	with	the	edges	of	the	paper.	Crease	them	and	then	unfold	them	to	leave	visible	lines.[9]	Make	sure	to	crease	the	edges	well	so	that	the	folds	leave	easily	visible	marks.	You	can	do	this	by	running	a	fingernail	over	the	folds	before	you	unfold	them.	4	Bring	the	top	and	bottom	edges	of	the	paper	inward	to	the	corners	of	the	creases.
Fold	the	top	edge	of	the	note	down	widthwise	so	that	the	crease	marks	left	behind	by	your	previous	folds	overlap	evenly.	Fold	the	bottom	edge	up	in	the	same	manner.[10]	At	this	point	you	will	be	decreasing	the	length	of	the	paper.	The	width	will	stay	the	same.	5	Tuck	the	folded	corners	in	to	make	each	end	of	the	paper	into	an	arrow.	Push	in	on	each
corner	so	that	the	start	folding	inwards.	Press	the	corners	in	between	the	top	and	bottom	layers	of	paper	until	you	create	an	arrow.[11]	When	you’ve	done	this	step,	there	will	be	a	triangle-shaped	arrow	at	the	top	end	of	the	paper	and	at	the	bottom	end.	When	looking	at	the	top	triangle	from	the	bottom,	each	tucked-in	corner	will	form	an	"M"	shape.	6
Fold	each	vertical	side	towards	the	center	under	the	flaps	of	the	arrows.	Slightly	lift	the	edges	of	both	triangles	to	exposing	the	bottom	portion	of	the	note.	Bring	the	flat	edges	of	the	note	in	vertically	toward	the	exact	center	and	crease	them	to	tuck	them	in	between	the	layers	of	the	arrows.[12]	You	will	now	be	left	with	a	double-sided	arrow	shape
with	a	middle	body	that	is	skinnier	than	the	width	of	the	arrows.	Each	outside	edge	will	meet	with	the	exact	vertical	center	of	the	note.	7	Overlap	the	arrows	and	fold	the	note	in	the	middle.	Bring	the	bottom	arrow	up	so	that	it	overlaps	the	top	arrow.	Crease	the	note	in	the	middle	horizontally.[13]	You	will	now	have	just	a	single-sided	arrow.	8	Slip	the
bottom	layer	into	the	top	arrow	to	secure	your	note.	Slightly	unfold	the	note	so	that	you	will	be	able	to	slip	the	tip	of	the	top	arrow	under	the	bottom	arrow.	Tuck	the	top	arrow	into	the	fold	of	the	other	arrow	underneath	and	flatten	the	whole	note.[14]	You	will	now	be	left	with	a	secure	arrow	that	has	1	head	and	your	secret	note	inside.	Advertisement
1	Fold	the	note	in	half	vertically	so	it	is	long	and	skinny.	Put	the	note	flat	in	front	of	you	so	that	it	is	oriented	like	a	normal	sheet	of	note	paper.	Fold	it	like	a	hot	dog	and	crease	the	middle	so	it	stays	folded.	The	width	will	be	halved	while	the	height	will	remain	unchanged.	2	Crease	1	upper	corner	and	1	lower	corner	into	triangles.	Bring	the	upper	left
corner	diagonally	down	and	to	the	right	so	that	the	edge	of	the	folded	triangle	is	flush	to	the	edge	of	the	main	body.	Fold	the	lower	right	corner	diagonally	up	and	to	the	left	in	the	same	manner.	Unfold	both	triangles	after	you	crease	them.	Make	sure	to	crease	the	folds	well	before	you	unfold	them	so	you	can	still	see	the	lines.	3	Repeat	the	previous
folds	with	the	other	2	corners.	Bring	the	upper	right	corner	diagonally	down	and	to	the	left	and	the	lower	left	corner	diagonally	up	and	to	the	right.	Crease	them	well	and	then	unfold	them.	The	edges	of	both	triangles	will	be	flush	to	the	edge	of	the	main	body	of	the	note	when	you	fold	them.	4	Fold	the	top	and	bottom	edges	of	the	note	inward.	Bring
the	top	edge	down	so	that	the	corners	meet	the	start	of	the	marks	made	by	your	triangle	folds.	Do	likewise	with	the	bottom	edge	by	bringing	it	up	to	meet	its	corresponding	crease	marks.	You	will	now	have	a	rectangle	slightly	smaller	than	the	rectangle	you	started	with.	5	Push	the	folded	corners	in	gently	to	create	arrows.	Push	in	on	each	corner	so
that	they	turn	inwards..	Tuck	the	corners	in	between	the	top	and	bottom	layers	of	the	note	to	make	them	into	a	triangle.	From	the	front,	the	resulting	shape	will	look	like	a	short	rectangle	with	a	triangle	on	the	top	and	triangle	on	the	bottom.	When	viewed	from	the	bottom	of	the	fold,	each	tucked	corner	will	form	an	"M"	shape.	6	Flip	the	paper	and	fold
the	bottom	triangle	up.	Fold	the	bottom	triangle	up	from	the	bottom	of	the	note,	on	the	backside,	so	the	base	of	the	triangle	lines	up	with	the	bottom	of	the	paper.	This	will	create	a	straight	edge	at	the	bottom.	Your	note	will	now	look	like	a	square	with	a	triangle	on	top.	Think	of	it	as	a	house	shape.	7	Fold	the	upper	triangle	down	and	crease	it.	Bring
the	point	of	the	upper	triangle	down	so	that	it	meets	the	base	of	the	lower	triangle.	Crease	it	well	and	unfold	it	temporarily.	Note	that	the	base	of	the	upper	triangle	does	not	need	to	line	up	with	the	top	of	the	paper.	It	is	more	important	that	the	point	of	the	upper	triangle	meets	the	base	of	the	lower	triangle.	8	Form	a	small	diamond	with	the	bottom
corners.	Take	the	top	layer	of	the	bottom	right	corner	and	fold	it	up	so	that	it	meets	the	point	of	the	bottom	triangle.	Repeat	this	with	the	bottom	left	corner	to	make	the	diamond	shape.	You	will	be	looking	at	a	square	with	a	diamond	in	the	middle	and	a	triangle	on	top.	9	Refold	the	top	triangle	and	form	a	diamond	with	its	corners.	Fold	the	top	triangle
down	so	it	overlaps	the	bottom	triangle	again.	Fold	the	top	layer	of	the	right	and	left	corners	down	to	meet	the	tip	of	the	upper	triangle.	This	is	just	the	inverse	of	what	you	did	at	the	bottom	of	the	note.	10	Bring	the	bottom	corners	in	temporarily	to	make	a	horizontal	crease.	Take	the	bottom	tip	of	each	half	of	the	newly-created	top	diamond.	Bend	the
tips	inward	toward	the	top	tip	of	the	diamond.	Crease	the	folds	well	and	unfold	them	back	to	the	previous	shape.	The	goal	here	is	to	create	a	horizontal	crease	across	the	left	and	right	sides	of	the	newly-created	top	diamond.	11	Pull	the	flaps	of	the	bottom	diamond	into	those	of	the	top.	Bring	each	half	of	the	bottom	diamond	up	so	that	it	crosses	the
base	layer	of	the	paper.	Make	sure	each	side	is	resting	behind	the	corresponding	half	of	the	top	diamond.	The	note	will	now	look	like	a	rectangle	with	2	loose	flaps	on	the	upper	diamond.	12	Tuck	the	flaps	of	the	upper	diamond	into	the	newly-created	pockets	to	secure	them.	Carefully	unfold	each	flap.	Fold	the	flaps	in	the	opposite	direction	and	tuck
them	into	the	top-most	pockets.	You	will	now	have	a	rectangular	note	with	a	secure	diamond	on	the	front.	13	Flip	the	paper	over	and	fold	the	sides	in.	Turn	the	note	over	so	the	back	side	is	facing	you.	Fold	the	right	vertical	edge	to	the	left	and	the	left	vertical	edge	to	the	right	so	it	slightly	overlaps.	Only	fold	the	edges	as	far	as	they	will	go	comfortably
and	without	ripping	them.	14	Tuck	the	left	side	into	the	right	side	and	flip	the	note	over.	Slip	the	points	of	the	left	side	into	the	corners	of	the	right	side	to	secure	the	shape.	Turn	the	note	over	to	the	front	once	more.	You	will	now	have	a	securely	folded	note	with	a	diamond	on	the	front	and	your	message	secretly	written	inside!	Advertisement	Add	New
Question	Question	How	do	you	fold	a	note	‘90s	style?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	Take	a	regular	sheet	of	notebook	paper	and	write	your	note	on	it.	Then,	fold	over	the	top	right	corner	so	the	top	edge	of	the	paper	is	lined	up
with	the	left	edge.	Fold	the	top	right	corner	over	again	to	make	a	triangle	shape	at	the	top	of	the	paper.	Flip	the	paper	over,	then	fold	the	bottom	up	about	1/3	of	the	way.	Fold	the	bottom	up	a	second	time,	then	fold	down	the	point	of	the	triangle	you	made	and	tuck	it	under	the	diagonal	fold	on	the	back	of	the	note.	Question	What’s	the	correct	way	to
fold	a	letter?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	Grab	the	bottom	edge	of	the	letter	and	fold	it	up	toward	the	top	of	the	page.	The	bottom	edge	of	the	paper	should	come	to	about	the	halfway	point	of	the	page.	Make	sure	it’s	lined
up	properly,	then	carefully	make	a	crease	along	the	fold.	Fold	down	the	top	half	of	the	letter	over	the	first	fold	you	made,	then	crease	that	edge	as	well.	You’re	all	done!	Question	How	do	you	make	a	secret	note	in	a	square	paper?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for
accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	The	“Lori”	technique	is	a	great	way	to	make	a	tidy	little	square	note	with	your	secret	message	hidden	inside.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	1	standard	sheet	of	notebook	paper	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Amy	Guerrero.	Amy	Guerrero	is	an	Arts	and	Crafts	Specialist	and	the	Owner	of	Sunshine
Craft	Co.,	a	crafting	studio	based	in	Phoenix,	Arizona.	Amy	specializes	in	macrame,	DIY	crafting,	and	teaching	fiber	arts.	She	offers	monthly	in-person	and	online	workshops	along	with	having	developed	a	range	of	DIY	craft	kits	for	at-home	projects.	Amy	holds	a	BS	in	Industrial	Design	from	Philadelphia	University.	She	worked	as	a	graphic	designer
before	starting	her	own	business.	Sunshine	Craft	Co.	is	a	creative	hub	that	offers	a	wide	range	of	workshops,	tools,	and	resources	for	any	craft	project	to	inspire	creativity	and	community	engagement.	This	article	has	been	viewed	163,047	times.	Co-authors:	10	Updated:	March	10,	2025	Views:	163,047	Categories:	Cryptography	Print	Send	fan	mail	to
authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	163,047	times.	"Thanks	for	a	cool	tutorial.	I	was	working	with	some	unusual	rectangle	notes	and	found	that	the	arrow	fold	is	the	most	forgiving.	It	works	very	well	for	long	rectangles,	also	for	squat	ones,	and	is	the	most	interesting,	too!"..."	more	Share	your	story	Learn	how	to	make	a
notebook	2	different	ways	for	super	cool	and	customized	note	taking.	It’s	so	easy	to	do,	you’ll	be	crafting	up	a	set	for	everyone	you	know!	Affiliate	links	may	be	used	in	this	post.	Ordering	a	product	through	these	links	may	result	in	a	commission	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	Read	the	full	disclosure	here.	Jump	to	What	You	Want	Quick	and	Easy	Small
Notebook	Thick	Thread-Bound	Notebook	Tips	and	Tricks	Printable	DIY	Notebooks	Tutorial	I	go	through	notebooks	like	crazy.	I	write	down	ideas,	draft	posts,	keep	journals,	and	a	thousand	other	things.	Plus,	there’s	something	about	a	fresh	notebook	that	sparks	endless	possibilities.	It	encourages	creativity	and	organization	which	we	can	all	use	more
of,	I	think.	Now,	instead	of	looking	for	deals	at	the	store,	I	can	make	my	own	notebooks	at	home	any	time	I	need	one.	Quick	and	Easy	Small	Notebook	This	notebook	is	the	perfect	size	for	jotting	down	to-do	lists	and	shopping	lists.	It	comes	together	super	quickly	and	is	the	perfect	size	to	slip	in	your	purse.	First,	select	10	to	15	sheets	of	blank	paper.
You	can	use	whatever	kind	of	paper	you	want	(dots,	lined,	etcetera)	as	long	as	it	is	the	correct	size	and	blank.	I	used	printer	paper	for	this	project.	Next,	fold	your	papers	in	half	along	the	11	inch	edge	4	to	5	sheets	at	a	time.	I	don’t	recommend	folding	more	than	that	at	a	time.	Your	loose	edges	will	be	more	and	more	uneven	the	more	sheets	you	try	to
fold	at	once.	After	all	of	your	sheets	of	paper	are	folded,	put	all	of	the	folded	edges	together	so	that	you	have	one	stack	of	folded	papers.	Now,	unfold	your	stack	of	papers.	Keep	all	of	the	edges	aligned	so	that	the	folds	are	parallel	to	each	other.	Then	use	your	stapler	to	add	three	staples	to	the	top,	middle,	and	bottom	of	the	fold.	Make	sure	that	all	of
your	papers	are	inside	the	stapler	guides	before	pressing	down.	Staple	the	pages	so	that	the	folded	ends	of	the	staples	are	facing	the	inside	of	your	notebook.	After	your	pages	are	stapled	together,	fold	them	back	over	and	use	your	folded	pages	to	measure	where	you	need	to	cut	on	the	cardstock.	Line	the	bottom	of	your	pages	up	with	the	bottom	of
your	sheet	of	cardstock	and	mark	as	close	to	the	top	of	your	folded	pages	as	possible.	I	used	my	bone	folder	to	mark	the	spot	so	that	it	wouldn’t	be	visible	after	I	attached	it	to	the	notebook.	Then	trim	along	the	marked	line	with	your	paper	cutter.	After	it	is	cut,	fold	the	cardstock	in	half.	Lastly,	add	lines	of	glue	with	your	glue	runner	to	the	front	and
back	pages	of	your	stapled	papers	and	attach	your	decorative	cardstock	cover.	Thick	Thread-Bound	Notebook	Sometimes,	you	want	a	larger	notebook.	If	you	want	a	notebook	with	a	lot	of	pages	for	a	journal	or	a	class,	then	this	is	the	notebook	for	you.	First,	pull	out	20	to	30	sheets	of	blank	paper.	Then	fold	them	in	half	along	the	11	inch	edge.	Do	this
in	groups	of	4-5	sheets	of	paper.	You	don’t	want	to	fold	too	many	sheets	at	a	time	or	your	loose	edges	will	be	extremely	uneven.	After	you	have	all	of	your	sheets	of	paper	folded,	use	your	ruler	to	measure	and	mark	every	half	inch	on	the	folded	edge	of	3-4	of	the	stacks.	Make	sure	the	marks	are	at	least	1/4	inch	from	the	folded	edge.	Once	the	marks
are	made,	stack	3	of	your	folded	stacks	together	with	1	of	the	marked	ones	on	top	and	clip	them	together	with	a	binder	clip.	Then	place	the	stack	on	your	cutting	board	and	use	your	hammer	and	awl	to	punch	holes	in	the	folded	papers	on	the	marks	that	you	made.	Continue	punching	holes	in	your	folded	papers	until	all	of	them	have	holes	that	at	1/2
inch	apart.	Now	it’s	time	to	bind	your	pages	together.	Thread	a	generous	amount	of	thread	through	your	needle.	Tie	a	knot	in	the	loose	ends	so	that	you	have	2	threads	while	you	bind	your	notebook.	Then	thread	the	needle	through	the	top	hole	in	all	of	your	folded	pages.	Before	you	pull	the	thread	all	the	way	through,	slip	the	needle	through	the	end
loop	and	pull	tight	to	secure	it	to	the	pages.	Continue	threading	your	needle	back	and	forth	through	all	of	the	holes	until	you	reach	the	bottom	of	your	pages.	Then	repeat	the	process	back	to	the	top	the	opposite	direction.	Once	you	reach	the	top,	trim	the	thread	from	your	needle	and	tie	the	loose	ends	with	the	ends	from	the	start.	Lastly,	trim	the
excess	thread	from	the	knot.	Because	this	notebook	is	much	thicker,	you	can’t	just	cut	a	piece	of	cardstock	and	fold	it	in	half.	It	won’t	fully	cover	the	notebook.	Instead,	measure	the	cardstock	to	fit	your	notebook	by	lining	up	the	bottom	of	your	bound	pages	with	the	bottom	of	the	cardstock.	Then	mark	on	the	cardstock	at	the	top	of	your	bound	pages.
Use	your	paper	cutter	to	trim	along	the	mark	you	made	and	fold	that	piece	of	cardstock	in	half.	Then	cut	along	the	fold.	Next,	use	your	ruler	to	measure	the	width	of	your	bound	pages	(mine	was	a	little	under	1/2	inch)	and	cut	a	second	strip	of	cardstock	that	is	that	wide.	After	all	of	your	cardstock	pieces	are	cut,	line	up	the	edges	with	the	thin	strip	of
cardstock	in	the	middle	of	the	2	halves.	The	strip	will	be	longer	than	your	notebook	but	no	need	to	worry	about	that	right	now.	Then	press	a	piece	of	decorative	duct	tape	to	the	seams	to	hold	all	of	the	pieces	together.	Be	sure	to	press	firmly	and	keep	all	of	your	paper	edges	lined	up	while	you	do	this.	Once	the	tape	is	attached,	trim	the	excess	tape	and
cardstock	in	the	center.	Attach	the	notebook	cover	by	adding	lines	of	glue	with	your	glue	runner	to	the	front	of	your	bound	pages.	Then	carefully	line	up	the	front	of	the	notebook	cover	and	press	firmly	into	the	glue.	Repeat	that	on	the	back	side	of	the	bound	pages.	I	wanted	to	make	sure	that	this	was	durable	so	I	wanted	to	reinforce	the	spine.	Do	this
by	adding	a	second	strip	of	decorative	duct	tape	to	the	spine	of	the	notebook.	Then	fold	the	edges	of	the	tape	down	on	either	side.	Trim	any	excess	tape	from	the	top	and	bottom	of	your	journal.	Tips	and	Tricks	You	can	make	these	without	a	paper	cutter,	but	the	paper	cutter	makes	it	much	easier	to	get	a	straight	line	which	means	little	to	no	trimming
later.Don’t	skip	measuring	the	width	of	your	notebook	for	the	thread-bound.	You	don’t	want	the	spine	of	your	cover	to	be	too	large	or	too	small.Remember	that	you	can	use	whatever	kind	of	paper	you	like	for	these	notebooks.	Graph	paper	is	a	great	one	that	you	can	buy	loose	and	fold	in	half	without	a	lot	of	prep	or	anything.	Printable	DIY	Notebooks
Tutorial	30-45	Sheets	of	8.5	x	11	inch	Blank	Paper	Bone	Folder	Long	Arm	Stapler	2	Sheets	12x12	inch	Decorative	Cardstock	Paper	Cutter	Scissors	Glue	Runner	Ruler	Writing	Utensil	Binder	Clip	Awl	Hammer	or	Mallet	Cutting	Board	Needle	and	Thread	12x12	inch	Decorative	Cardstock	Decorative	Duct	Tape	Quick	Small	Notebook	-	First,	select	10	to
15	sheets	of	blank	paper.	You	can	use	whatever	kind	of	paper	you	want	(dots,	lined,	etcetera)	as	long	as	it	is	the	correct	size	and	blank.	I	used	printer	paper	for	this	project.Next,	fold	your	papers	in	half	along	the	11	inch	edge	4	to	5	sheets	at	a	time.	I	don’t	recommend	folding	more	than	that	at	a	time.	Your	loose	edges	will	be	more	and	more	uneven
the	more	sheets	you	try	to	fold	at	once.After	all	of	your	sheets	of	paper	are	folded,	put	all	of	the	folded	edges	together	so	that	you	have	one	stack	of	folded	papers.Now,	unfold	your	stack	of	papers.	Keep	all	of	the	edges	aligned	so	that	the	folds	are	parallel	to	each	other.Then	use	your	stapler	to	add	three	staples	to	the	top,	middle,	and	bottom	of	the
fold.	Make	sure	that	all	of	your	papers	are	inside	the	stapler	guides	before	pressing	down.Staple	the	pages	so	that	the	folded	ends	of	the	staples	are	facing	the	inside	of	your	notebook.After	your	pages	are	stapled	together,	fold	them	back	over	and	use	your	folded	pages	to	measure	where	you	need	to	cut	on	the	cardstock.	Line	the	bottom	of	your	pages
up	with	the	bottom	of	your	sheet	of	cardstock	and	mark	as	close	to	the	top	of	your	folded	pages	as	possible.I	used	my	bone	folder	to	mark	the	spot	so	that	it	wouldn’t	be	visible	after	I	attached	it	to	the	notebook.Then	trim	along	the	marked	line	with	your	paper	cutter.After	it	is	cut,	fold	the	cardstock	in	half.	Lastly,	add	lines	of	glue	with	your	glue
runner	to	the	front	and	back	pages	of	your	stapled	papers	and	attach	your	decorative	cardstock	cover.Thread-Bound	Notebook	-	First,	pull	out	20	to	30	sheets	of	blank	paper.	Then	fold	them	in	half	along	the	11	inch	edge.Do	this	in	groups	of	4-5	sheets	of	paper.	You	don’t	want	to	fold	too	many	sheets	at	a	time	or	your	loose	edges	will	be	extremely
uneven.After	you	have	all	of	your	sheets	of	paper	folded,	use	your	ruler	to	measure	and	mark	every	half	inch	on	the	folded	edge	of	3-4	of	the	stacks.	Make	sure	the	marks	are	at	least	1/4	inch	from	the	folded	edge.Once	the	marks	are	made,	stack	3	of	your	folded	stacks	together	with	1	of	the	marked	ones	on	top	and	clip	them	together	with	a	binder
clip.Then	place	the	stack	on	your	cutting	board	and	use	your	hammer	and	awl	to	punch	holes	in	the	folded	papers	on	the	marks	that	you	made.Continue	punching	holes	in	your	folded	papers	until	all	of	them	have	holes	that	at	1/2	inch	apart.Now	bind	your	pages	together.	Thread	a	generous	amount	of	thread	through	your	needle.Tie	a	knot	in	the	loose
ends	so	that	you	have	2	threads	while	you	bind	your	notebook.Then	thread	the	needle	through	the	top	hole	in	all	of	your	folded	pages.	Before	you	pull	the	thread	all	the	way	through,	slip	the	needle	through	the	end	loop	and	pull	tight	to	secure	it	to	the	pages.Continue	threading	your	needle	back	and	forth	through	all	of	the	holes	until	you	reach	the
bottom	of	your	pages.	Then	repeat	the	process	back	to	the	top	the	opposite	direction.Once	you	reach	the	top,	trim	the	thread	from	your	needle	and	tie	the	loose	ends	with	the	ends	from	the	start.	Lastly,	trim	the	excess	thread	from	the	knot.Because	this	notebook	is	much	thicker,	you	can’t	just	cut	a	piece	of	cardstock	and	fold	it	in	half.	It	won’t	fully
cover	the	notebook.Instead,	measure	the	cardstock	to	fit	your	notebook	by	lining	up	the	bottom	of	your	bound	pages	with	the	bottom	of	the	cardstock.	Then	mark	on	the	cardstock	at	the	top	of	your	bound	pages.Use	your	paper	cutter	to	trim	along	the	mark	you	made	and	fold	that	piece	of	cardstock	in	half.	Then	cut	along	the	fold.Next,	use	your	ruler
to	measure	the	width	of	your	bound	pages	(mine	was	a	little	under	1/2	inch)	and	cut	a	second	strip	of	cardstock	that	is	that	wide.After	all	of	your	cardstock	pieces	are	cut,	line	up	the	edges	with	the	thin	strip	of	cardstock	in	the	middle	of	the	2	halves.	The	strip	will	be	longer	than	your	notebook	but	no	need	to	worry	about	that	right	now.Then	press	a
piece	of	decorative	duct	tape	to	the	seams	to	hold	all	of	the	pieces	together.	Be	sure	to	press	firmly	and	keep	all	of	your	paper	edges	lined	up	while	you	do	this.Once	the	tape	is	attached,	trim	the	excess	tape	and	cardstock	in	the	center.Attach	the	notebook	cover	by	adding	lines	of	glue	with	your	glue	runner	to	the	front	of	your	bound	pages.Then
carefully	line	up	the	front	of	the	notebook	cover	and	press	firmly	into	the	glue.Repeat	that	on	the	back	side	of	the	bound	pages.Reinforce	the	spine	by	adding	a	second	strip	of	decorative	duct	tape	to	the	spine	of	the	notebook.	Then	fold	the	edges	of	the	tape	down	on	either	side.Trim	any	excess	tape	from	the	top	and	bottom	of	your	journal.	Once	you
know	how	to	make	a	notebook,	you’ll	be	making	them	all	the	time.	They	make	awesome	gifts,	party	favors,	and	more.	Plus,	it’s	totally	easy	to	do.	Make	a	batch	to	keep	on	hand	anytime	you	need	a	last	minute	gift	or,	you	know,	need	a	notebook	to	write	something	down.	Don’t	Forget	to	Pin	It!	More	Paper	Crafts	to	Check	Out	How	to	Make	a	Pop	Up
Heart	Card	Easy	Paper	Beads	DIY	How	to	Make	Tissue	Paper	Pom	Poms	How	to	Make	DIY	Hanging	Tissue	Paper	Flower	Garland	–	Our	Crafty	Mom	DIY	notebooks	that	are	cute	and	easy	to	make.	Plus,	it	will	only	take	5	minutes!	I’ve	made	little	DIY	notebooks	here	and	there	for	years.	And	honestly,	it’s	resulted	in	what	feels	like	an	infinite	number	of
places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	BUT	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	the	*right*	notebook	when	I	need	it.	So,	here	I	am	making	another	set	of	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house.	And	maybe	it	will	help	me	get	through	my	list	of	journal	prompts	for	the	new	year.	I’m	building	on	a
notebook	tutorial	I	wrote	back	in	2016	and	adding	a	second	way	to	make	notebooks	that	is	equally	fast	and	cute,	IMO.	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won’t	lose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper…	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!	Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here’s
how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	DIY	Notebooks	Two	Ways	Materials	decorative	wallpaper	samples	(cool	wrapping	paper	works	too)	scissors	scrap	paper	long	reach	stapler	(I	like	this	$10	one	from	Amazon)	bone	folder	(also	from	Amazon)	All	of	the	wallpaper	is	from	Kelly	Wearstler	and	I	actually	bought	a	bunch	of
samples	for	a	project	I	want	to	do	in	the	studio.	But	while	I	try	to	whittle	it	down	to	the	one	I	love	most	and	figure	out	the	budget,	I	had	these	leftover	samples	that	were	dying	to	be	DIYed.	How	to	Make	DIY	Notebooks	from	Scratch	The	process	for	these	DIY	notebooks	is	similar	to	the	DIY	library	card	notebooks	from	WAY	back	(don’t	judge	those
photos	too	harshly…it	was	six	years	ago).	But	there	are	some	difference	and	specifics	for	using	wallpaper,	so	I	created	a	new	tutorial…	1.	Cut	and	fold	paper.	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.		For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use
anything…colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.	Sizing	note:	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x
3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished.	So	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.	2.	Unfold,	trace,	and	cut	paper.	Next,	unfold	and	trace	around	the	edges	of	the	scrap	paper	onto	wallpaper.	Then	cut	out	the	shape	that	was	created	with	scissors.	3.
Wrap	and	glue	the	pieces	together.	Wrap	the	wallpaper	around	the	outside	of	the	folded	scrap	paper	pieces	and	glue	to	the	top	pieces	of	scrap	paper,	after	it’s	lined	up	properly.	*This	step	is	actually	not	100%	necessary,	it’s	just	for	additional	support	for	the	cover.	You	can	skip	this	step	to	save	time,	if	you	don’t	think	your	wallpaper	needs	extra
support.	Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.	4.	Staple	all	paper	together.	Next,	using	a	long	reach	stapler	(which	you	can	find	on	Amazon),	staple	2-3	staples	directly	on	top	of	the	fold	of	the	sheets	of	paper	/	wallpaper	cover	set.	*Unless	you	are	creating	a	super	tiny	notebook,	a	regular	stapler	won’t	work	for	this.	That’s
because	they’re	too	short	to	reach	the	middle	fold	of	the	notebook	to	staple	vertically.	And	that’s	it!	From	start	to	finish	one	of	these	DIY	notebooks	will	take	less	than	5	minutes	to	make.	But	I	have	an	even	quicker	idea	that	you	can	try	too	if	5	minutes	is	just	too	long…	How	to	Recover	an	Existing	Notebook	If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some	steps,
another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.	All	you’d	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.	AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,	which	I
just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it’s	even	easier	than	that.	With	wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that’s	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That’s	it!	Instructions	Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper	that	is	2-3
inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.	Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.	Next,	cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).	Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Brittni	I've	made	DIY	notebooks	here	and
it's	resulted	in	what	felt	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	But	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	a	notebook	when	I	need	it.	WTF?!	So,	I	figured	I	would	make	a	new	set	of	DIY	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house,	the	studio,	my	purse,	etc	so	I	have	some	again.
And	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won't	loose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper...	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here's	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	decorative	wallpaper	samples	cool	wrapping
paper	works	tooscissorsscrap	paperlong	reach	staplerbone	folder	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.	For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything...colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.Sizing	note...	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of
standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when
finished	-	so	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.All	you'd	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to
size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it's	even	easier	than	that.With	wallpaper	that
already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that's	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That's	it!Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper	that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.Next,	cut	the
excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Mention	@paperandstitch	or	tag	#paperandstitch!	Photography	and	styling	Brittni	Mehlhoff	What	do	you	think	of	these	little	guys?	Do	have	a	million	little	notebooks	lying	around	like	I	do?	DIY	notebooks	that	are	cute
and	easy	to	make.	Plus,	it	will	only	take	5	minutes!	I’ve	made	little	DIY	notebooks	here	and	there	for	years.	And	honestly,	it’s	resulted	in	what	feels	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	BUT	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	the	*right*	notebook	when	I	need	it.	So,
here	I	am	making	another	set	of	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house.	And	maybe	it	will	help	me	get	through	my	list	of	journal	prompts	for	the	new	year.	I’m	building	on	a	notebook	tutorial	I	wrote	back	in	2016	and	adding	a	second	way	to	make	notebooks	that	is	equally	fast	and	cute,	IMO.	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,
maybe	I	won’t	lose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper…	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!	Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here’s	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	DIY	Notebooks	Two	Ways	Materials	decorative	wallpaper	samples	(cool	wrapping	paper	works	too)	scissors
scrap	paper	long	reach	stapler	(I	like	this	$10	one	from	Amazon)	bone	folder	(also	from	Amazon)	All	of	the	wallpaper	is	from	Kelly	Wearstler	and	I	actually	bought	a	bunch	of	samples	for	a	project	I	want	to	do	in	the	studio.	But	while	I	try	to	whittle	it	down	to	the	one	I	love	most	and	figure	out	the	budget,	I	had	these	leftover	samples	that	were	dying	to
be	DIYed.	How	to	Make	DIY	Notebooks	from	Scratch	The	process	for	these	DIY	notebooks	is	similar	to	the	DIY	library	card	notebooks	from	WAY	back	(don’t	judge	those	photos	too	harshly…it	was	six	years	ago).	But	there	are	some	difference	and	specifics	for	using	wallpaper,	so	I	created	a	new	tutorial…	1.	Cut	and	fold	paper.	Start	by	cutting	out
scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.		For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything…colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.	Sizing	note:	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small
and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished.	So	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.	2.
Unfold,	trace,	and	cut	paper.	Next,	unfold	and	trace	around	the	edges	of	the	scrap	paper	onto	wallpaper.	Then	cut	out	the	shape	that	was	created	with	scissors.	3.	Wrap	and	glue	the	pieces	together.	Wrap	the	wallpaper	around	the	outside	of	the	folded	scrap	paper	pieces	and	glue	to	the	top	pieces	of	scrap	paper,	after	it’s	lined	up	properly.	*This	step
is	actually	not	100%	necessary,	it’s	just	for	additional	support	for	the	cover.	You	can	skip	this	step	to	save	time,	if	you	don’t	think	your	wallpaper	needs	extra	support.	Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.	4.	Staple	all	paper	together.	Next,	using	a	long	reach	stapler	(which	you	can	find	on	Amazon),	staple	2-3	staples
directly	on	top	of	the	fold	of	the	sheets	of	paper	/	wallpaper	cover	set.	*Unless	you	are	creating	a	super	tiny	notebook,	a	regular	stapler	won’t	work	for	this.	That’s	because	they’re	too	short	to	reach	the	middle	fold	of	the	notebook	to	staple	vertically.	And	that’s	it!	From	start	to	finish	one	of	these	DIY	notebooks	will	take	less	than	5	minutes	to	make.
But	I	have	an	even	quicker	idea	that	you	can	try	too	if	5	minutes	is	just	too	long…	How	to	Recover	an	Existing	Notebook	If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.	All	you’d	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the
first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.	AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it’s	even	easier	than	that.	With	wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky
backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that’s	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That’s	it!	Instructions	Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper	that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.	Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.	Next,	cut	the
excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).	Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Brittni	I've	made	DIY	notebooks	here	and	it's	resulted	in	what	felt	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	But	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can
never	find	a	notebook	when	I	need	it.	WTF?!	So,	I	figured	I	would	make	a	new	set	of	DIY	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house,	the	studio,	my	purse,	etc	so	I	have	some	again.	And	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won't	loose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper...	the
wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here's	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	decorative	wallpaper	samples	cool	wrapping	paper	works	tooscissorsscrap	paperlong	reach	staplerbone	folder	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a
bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.	For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything...colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.Sizing	note...	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5
inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished	-	so	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.If	you	want	to
save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.All	you'd	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.AND	if	you	use	peel	and
stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it's	even	easier	than	that.With	wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that's	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That's	it!Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper
that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.Next,	cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Mention	@paperandstitch	or	tag
#paperandstitch!	Photography	and	styling	Brittni	Mehlhoff	What	do	you	think	of	these	little	guys?	Do	have	a	million	little	notebooks	lying	around	like	I	do?	So	heres	how	to	fold	one	of	those	"pull	here"	notes	that	were	so	cool	back	in	school.	It	may	or	may	not	be	past	your	school	years,	but	it's	never	to	late	to	fold	a	few!1	Piece	of	plain	paper	(printer	or
loose	leaf)A	flat	surface	to	fold	Get	your	paper	ready	to	fold!	Grab	a	pencil	and	jot	your	note	down	on	one	side.	Place	the	words	face	up	pointing	at	the	sky	when	you're	done.Fold	your	paper	in	half	hotdog	style.	Crease	well	then	unfold.	Make	it	exact,	because	this	will	be	your	center	mark.	Then	take	your	corners	one	by	one,	and	fold	them	into	triangles
down	the	center	line.	If	you	think	you	are	falling	behind,	the	last	photo	for	this	step	should	be	the	end	result.	Good	Luck,	remember	to	go	back	if	you	need	to.Next,	turn	your	paper	to	look	at	the	pointed	corners	left	to	right.	Fold	the	triangles	inwards.	Then	take	the	protruding	flaps	and	fold	them	to	the	center.	If	you	think	you	are	falling	behind,	the	last
photo	for	this	step	should	be	the	end	result.	Good	Luck,	remember	to	go	back	if	you	need	to.Cool	Ways	to	Fold	a	Note		-	Step	#3Flip	your	whole	thing	over	till	you're	looking	at	the	backside.	Fold	your	paper	into	3	sections.	If	you	need	help,	bring	it	in	front	of	a	light.	Looking	at	the	back,	you	can	see	2	dark	sections	at	each	end	fold	it	about	half	a	cm
after	the	dark	rectangle	end	and	that'll	be	1/3	of	the	paper.	Repeat	on	the	other	end.	If	you	think	you	are	falling	behind,	the	last	photo	for	this	step	should	be	the	end	result.	Good	Luck,	remember	to	go	back	if	you	need	to.Once	your	paper	is	split	into	3rds,	keep	it	that	way.	Now,	look	at	the	side	with	the	triangle	flap	sticking	down.	Take	the	top	corners
(the	ones	that	hang	loose	and	moveable)	and	tuck	them	into	the	corners	that	are	shaped	like	triangle	holders	from	the	layer	behind	the	first.	If	you	think	you	are	falling	behind,	the	last	photo	for	this	step	should	be	the	end	result.	Good	Luck,	remember	to	go	back	if	you	need	to.And	you	are	done!	Cool	Ways	to	Fold	a	Note		-	Step	#5Put	a	little	arrow	on
the	triangle	flap,	like	an	instruction	to	pull	down.	Then	decorate	it	however	you	like!	I	like	to	put	little	flowers	on	either	the	pull	flap	or	our	little	corners.	If	you	think	you	are	falling	behind,	the	last	photo	for	this	step	should	be	the	end	result.	Good	Luck,	remember	to	go	back	if	you	need	to.	Sorry	for	the	crude	decorating	in	my	picture.	I	draw	like	a
first	grader.	Also,	don't	be	confused,	in	my	model	it's	upside	down.	Looking	for	a	craft	to	help	you	unwind?	Learn	how	to	make	easy	origami!	With	just	a	few	simple	folds,	you	can	create	beautiful	paper	models	that	are	perfect	for	a	relaxing	break	from	the	hustle	and	bustle	of	daily	life.	We’ve	put	together	some	simple	origami	projects	that	are	ideal	for
beginners.	From	the	famous	traditional	cranes	to	lovely	paper	flowers,	there’s	something	here	for	everyone.	Grab	some	paper	and	start	exploring	our	collection	of	origami	tutorials.	Our	step-by-step	guides	are	easy	to	follow,	so	you’ll	be	folding	beautiful	designs	in	no	time!	There’s	something	really	peaceful	about	folding	paper	into	flowers.	You	start
with	a	simple	square,	and	a	few	folds	later,	you’re	holding	a	tulip	or	a	lily	in	your	hands.	These	easy	origami	flowers	are	perfect	if	you’re	new	to	folding	or	just	want	a	quiet,	creative	moment.	Give	it	a	try	and	see	which	one	blooms	for	you.	We’ve	gathered	some	of	our	favorite	origami	animals	to	share	with	you.	Each	model	is	perfect	for	beginners,	with
simple	steps	and	beautiful	results.	Whether	you	feel	like	folding	a	frog,	a	butterfly,	or	a	turtle,	you’ll	find	something	you’ll	love	here.	Origami	birds	have	a	kind	of	magic	to	them.	With	just	a	few	folds,	paper	begins	to	take	flight.	Cranes,	owls,	and	swans.	Each	one	is	simple	to	make	and	full	of	charm.	If	you’ve	never	folded	a	bird	before,	this	is	the	place
to	start.	Folding	sea	creatures	is	such	a	fun	way	to	bring	a	little	ocean	magic	to	your	day.	From	simple	fish	to	playful	dolphins	and	majestic	whales,	these	models	are	simple	to	fold	and	perfect	for	beginners.	Just	pick	one	you	like	and	start	exploring	the	underwater	world	in	paper.	Travel	back	in	time	with	our	easy	origami	dinosaurs	and	prehistoric
creatures.	These	easy-to-fold	models	come	with	straightforward	instructions	and	are	perfect	for	children	and	adults	alike.	Insects	might	seem	tricky	to	fold,	but	these	models	are	simple	and	surprisingly	satisfying.	From	butterflies	and	beetles	to	little	bugs	with	big	personalities,	they’re	a	fun	way	to	explore	the	smaller	side	of	nature	through	paper.	Try
one	and	see	where	it	takes	you.	Get	into	the	festive	spirit	with	our	holiday-themed	origami	section.	These	projects	cater	to	origami	enthusiasts	of	all	levels,	providing	an	enjoyable	and	rewarding	experience.	Our	clear	instructions	guide	you	through	each	fold,	helping	you	create	festive	paper	creations.	Not	sure	what	to	fold	next?	This	little	mix	has	all
sorts	of	fun	ideas.	From	bookmarks	to	boxes	to	surprises	you	didn’t	expect,	there’s	something	here	for	everyone.	Just	pick	one	and	enjoy	the	fold.	Print	this	folding	book	template	on	a	single	page	and	turn	it	into	a	cute	little	book	of	whatever	you	like!	Disclosure:	This	blog	contains	affiliate	links.	As	an	Amazon	Associate	and	member	of	other	affiliate
programs,	Keri	Houchin	earns	a	commission	from	qualifying	purchases	at	no	additional	cost	to	you.	Why	are	tiny	things	so	cute?	Who	knows,	but	I	had	so	much	fun	creating	this	little	folding	book	template.	Just	print	and	follow	the	instructions	to	cut	and	fold	a	single	page	into	a	6-page	book.	There	are	lots	of	ways	you	can	use	it!	poems	short	story
doodles	notes	collections	stickers	lists	As	always,	I	created	this	as	a	craft	for	kids,	but	it’s	fun	for	little	ones,	teens,	and	even	adults	too!	After	you	assemble	the	book,	you’ll	see	that	there	is	space	for	a	title	and	author	on	the	front	cover.	The	inside	pages	are	numbered	1-6	and	alternate	lines	and	empty	boxes.	home	printer	printer	paper	(not	card	stock)
scissors	your	favorite	art	supplies	Start	by	printing	the	book	template	onto	regular	printer	paper.	I	often	recommend	card	stock	for	printables,	but	for	this	one,	card	stock	is	too	thick	for	all	the	folds.	If	you	can	print	without	a	border,	eg.	all	the	way	to	the	edge,	that’s	ideal.	If	not,	your	printer	may	cut	off	the	lines	at	the	margin	(see	how	on	page	4,	it’s
missing	the	outside	line?).	Next,	fold	the	paper	in	half	with	the	dotted	line	in	the	center.	use	scissors	to	cut	along	that	line.	Unfold	the	paper.	You’ll	see	that	you’ve	cut	along	the	center	of	the	book.	Fold	the	paper	in	half	the	other	direction.	The	cut	section	will	be	along	the	top.	Fold	and	crease	the	pages	so	that	the	center	ones	fold	out.	You’ll	push	them
all	the	way	out	flat	so	the	paper	makes	a	cross.	Hold	the	book	with	the	front	cover	facing	toward	you,	then	rotate	all	the	pages	around	until	they’re	behind	it.	From	here,	you	can	write	a	title	and	your	name	on	the	cover.	Then,	fill	the	book	pages	with	whatever	you	like!	This	fits	on	8.5×11-inch	paper.	All	printables	are	for	personal	use	only.	What’s
next?	Try	these	other	fun	and	creative	ideas	on	One	Mama’s	Daily	Drama:	Creating	a	DIY	journal	is	a	fun	and	rewarding	craft	project	that	allows	for	creativity	and	personalization.	One	of	the	essential	steps	in	making	a	journal	is	folding	the	pages,	and	there	are	a	few	simple	yet	effective	paper	folds	that	can	help	you	bind	your	pages	easily.
Additionally,	making	a	sturdy	and	decorative	book	cover	adds	a	professional	touch	to	your	handmade	journal.	Here’s	a	guide	to	the	easiest	paper	folds	for	DIY	journals	and	how	to	make	a	simple	book	cover.		Easy	Paper	Folds	for	DIY	Journals		1.	Single	Fold	(Half-Fold	or	Book	Fold)	Best	for:	Simple	booklets	or	softcover	journals		How	to	fold:	Take	a
standard	sheet	of	paper	and	fold	it	in	half	widthwise	(short	edge	to	short	edge).	Crease	the	fold	firmly	using	your	fingers	or	a	bone	folder.	Stack	multiple	folded	sheets	together	to	create	the	journal	pages.	Staple	or	sew	along	the	fold	to	bind	them.		2.	Accordion	Fold	(Zig-Zag	Fold)	Best	for:	Creative	journals,	scrapbooks,	or	interactive	notebooks		How
to	fold:	Start	with	a	rectangular	sheet	of	paper.	Fold	the	paper	in	half	lengthwise	(long	edge	to	long	edge)	and	crease.	Unfold,	then	fold	each	half	inward	to	meet	the	centre	fold.	Continue	folding	back	and	forth	like	a	fan.	Stack	multiple	accordion-folded	sheets	together	for	a	unique,	unfolding	journal.		3.	Pamphlet	Fold	(Three-Fold	or	Tri-Fold)	Best	for:
Small	travel	journals	or	pocket	notebooks		How	to	fold:	Take	a	sheet	of	paper	and	fold	it	into	three	equal	sections.	Fold	one	side	in,	then	the	other,	overlapping	slightly.	Stack	multiple	tri-folded	pages	together	and	stitch	or	staple	along	the	side	to	bind.		How	to	Make	a	Simple	DIY	Journal	Cover		A	good	journal	cover	protects	your	pages	and	adds	a
decorative	touch.	Here’s	how	to	make	an	easy	and	sturdy	book	cover	for	your	DIY	journal.		Materials	Needed:		-Thick	cardstock,	kraft	paper,	or	fabric-covered	cardboard		-Scissors	or	a	craft	knife		-Glue	or	double-sided	tape		-Decorative	paper	or	fabric	(optional)		Step-by-Step	Instructions:		Measure	and	Cut	Measure	your	folded	pages	and	cut	a	piece
of	cardstock	slightly	larger	than	the	page	size.	For	a	hardcover,	cut	two	cardboard	pieces	for	the	front	and	back	and	one	thin	strip	for	the	spine.	Cover	the	Cardstock	or	Cardboard	(Optional)	Wrap	the	cardstock	or	cardboard	with	decorative	paper	or	fabric	for	a	polished	look.	Glue	the	covering	material	securely	and	smooth	out	any	wrinkles.	Attach	the
Pages	If	using	a	simple	cardstock	cover,	fold	it	around	the	pages	and	staple	or	sew	through	the	center	fold.	For	a	hardcover,	glue	the	first	and	last	pages	of	the	journal	to	the	inside	covers.	Add	Finishing	Touches	Round	the	corners,	add	stickers,	or	create	a	closure	with	an	elastic	band	or	ribbon	for	extra	style.		With	these	easy	paper	folds	and	a	simple
book	cover,	you	can	create	a	beautiful	DIY	journal	that’s	perfect	for	personal	use	or	as	a	thoughtful	handmade	gift.	Get	creative	with	colors,	textures,	and	embellishments	to	make	your	journal	truly	unique!		Page	2	Creating	a	DIY	journal	is	a	fun	and	rewarding	craft	project	that	allows	for	creativity	and	personalization.	One	of	the	essential	steps	in
making	a	journal	is	folding	the	pages,	and	there	are	a	few	simple	yet	effective	paper	folds	that	can	help	you	bind	your	pages	easily.	Additionally,	making	a	sturdy	and	decorative	book	cover	adds	a	professional	touch	to	your	handmade	journal.	Here’s	a	guide	to	the	easiest	paper	folds	for	DIY	journals	and	how	to	make	a	simple	book	cover.		Easy	Paper
Folds	for	DIY	Journals		1.	Single	Fold	(Half-Fold	or	Book	Fold)	Best	for:	Simple	booklets	or	softcover	journals		How	to	fold:	Take	a	standard	sheet	of	paper	and	fold	it	in	half	widthwise	(short	edge	to	short	edge).	Crease	the	fold	firmly	using	your	fingers	or	a	bone	folder.	Stack	multiple	folded	sheets	together	to	create	the	journal	pages.	Staple	or	sew
along	the	fold	to	bind	them.		2.	Accordion	Fold	(Zig-Zag	Fold)	Best	for:	Creative	journals,	scrapbooks,	or	interactive	notebooks		How	to	fold:	Start	with	a	rectangular	sheet	of	paper.	Fold	the	paper	in	half	lengthwise	(long	edge	to	long	edge)	and	crease.	Unfold,	then	fold	each	half	inward	to	meet	the	centre	fold.	Continue	folding	back	and	forth	like	a
fan.	Stack	multiple	accordion-folded	sheets	together	for	a	unique,	unfolding	journal.		3.	Pamphlet	Fold	(Three-Fold	or	Tri-Fold)	Best	for:	Small	travel	journals	or	pocket	notebooks		How	to	fold:	Take	a	sheet	of	paper	and	fold	it	into	three	equal	sections.	Fold	one	side	in,	then	the	other,	overlapping	slightly.	Stack	multiple	tri-folded	pages	together	and
stitch	or	staple	along	the	side	to	bind.		How	to	Make	a	Simple	DIY	Journal	Cover		A	good	journal	cover	protects	your	pages	and	adds	a	decorative	touch.	Here’s	how	to	make	an	easy	and	sturdy	book	cover	for	your	DIY	journal.		Materials	Needed:		-Thick	cardstock,	kraft	paper,	or	fabric-covered	cardboard		-Scissors	or	a	craft	knife		-Glue	or	double-sided
tape		-Decorative	paper	or	fabric	(optional)		Step-by-Step	Instructions:		Measure	and	Cut	Measure	your	folded	pages	and	cut	a	piece	of	cardstock	slightly	larger	than	the	page	size.	For	a	hardcover,	cut	two	cardboard	pieces	for	the	front	and	back	and	one	thin	strip	for	the	spine.	Cover	the	Cardstock	or	Cardboard	(Optional)	Wrap	the	cardstock	or
cardboard	with	decorative	paper	or	fabric	for	a	polished	look.	Glue	the	covering	material	securely	and	smooth	out	any	wrinkles.	Attach	the	Pages	If	using	a	simple	cardstock	cover,	fold	it	around	the	pages	and	staple	or	sew	through	the	center	fold.	For	a	hardcover,	glue	the	first	and	last	pages	of	the	journal	to	the	inside	covers.	Add	Finishing	Touches
Round	the	corners,	add	stickers,	or	create	a	closure	with	an	elastic	band	or	ribbon	for	extra	style.		With	these	easy	paper	folds	and	a	simple	book	cover,	you	can	create	a	beautiful	DIY	journal	that’s	perfect	for	personal	use	or	as	a	thoughtful	handmade	gift.	Get	creative	with	colors,	textures,	and	embellishments	to	make	your	journal	truly	unique!		DIY
notebooks	that	are	cute	and	easy	to	make.	Plus,	it	will	only	take	5	minutes!	I’ve	made	little	DIY	notebooks	here	and	there	for	years.	And	honestly,	it’s	resulted	in	what	feels	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	BUT	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	the	*right*
notebook	when	I	need	it.	So,	here	I	am	making	another	set	of	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house.	And	maybe	it	will	help	me	get	through	my	list	of	journal	prompts	for	the	new	year.	I’m	building	on	a	notebook	tutorial	I	wrote	back	in	2016	and	adding	a	second	way	to	make	notebooks	that	is	equally	fast	and	cute,	IMO.	I	wanted	to	make	them	really
special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won’t	lose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper…	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!	Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here’s	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	DIY	Notebooks	Two	Ways	Materials	decorative	wallpaper	samples	(cool	wrapping
paper	works	too)	scissors	scrap	paper	long	reach	stapler	(I	like	this	$10	one	from	Amazon)	bone	folder	(also	from	Amazon)	All	of	the	wallpaper	is	from	Kelly	Wearstler	and	I	actually	bought	a	bunch	of	samples	for	a	project	I	want	to	do	in	the	studio.	But	while	I	try	to	whittle	it	down	to	the	one	I	love	most	and	figure	out	the	budget,	I	had	these	leftover
samples	that	were	dying	to	be	DIYed.	How	to	Make	DIY	Notebooks	from	Scratch	The	process	for	these	DIY	notebooks	is	similar	to	the	DIY	library	card	notebooks	from	WAY	back	(don’t	judge	those	photos	too	harshly…it	was	six	years	ago).	But	there	are	some	difference	and	specifics	for	using	wallpaper,	so	I	created	a	new	tutorial…	1.	Cut	and	fold
paper.	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.		For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything…colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.	Sizing	note:	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in
the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished.	So	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches



long	and	5.5	inches	tall.	2.	Unfold,	trace,	and	cut	paper.	Next,	unfold	and	trace	around	the	edges	of	the	scrap	paper	onto	wallpaper.	Then	cut	out	the	shape	that	was	created	with	scissors.	3.	Wrap	and	glue	the	pieces	together.	Wrap	the	wallpaper	around	the	outside	of	the	folded	scrap	paper	pieces	and	glue	to	the	top	pieces	of	scrap	paper,	after	it’s
lined	up	properly.	*This	step	is	actually	not	100%	necessary,	it’s	just	for	additional	support	for	the	cover.	You	can	skip	this	step	to	save	time,	if	you	don’t	think	your	wallpaper	needs	extra	support.	Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.	4.	Staple	all	paper	together.	Next,	using	a	long	reach	stapler	(which	you	can	find	on
Amazon),	staple	2-3	staples	directly	on	top	of	the	fold	of	the	sheets	of	paper	/	wallpaper	cover	set.	*Unless	you	are	creating	a	super	tiny	notebook,	a	regular	stapler	won’t	work	for	this.	That’s	because	they’re	too	short	to	reach	the	middle	fold	of	the	notebook	to	staple	vertically.	And	that’s	it!	From	start	to	finish	one	of	these	DIY	notebooks	will	take	less
than	5	minutes	to	make.	But	I	have	an	even	quicker	idea	that	you	can	try	too	if	5	minutes	is	just	too	long…	How	to	Recover	an	Existing	Notebook	If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.	All	you’d	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size
(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.	AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it’s	even	easier	than	that.	With	wallpaper	that	already
has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that’s	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That’s	it!	Instructions	Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper	that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.	Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.	Next,
cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).	Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Brittni	I've	made	DIY	notebooks	here	and	it's	resulted	in	what	felt	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	But	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),
I	can	never	find	a	notebook	when	I	need	it.	WTF?!	So,	I	figured	I	would	make	a	new	set	of	DIY	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house,	the	studio,	my	purse,	etc	so	I	have	some	again.	And	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won't	loose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper...	the
wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here's	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	decorative	wallpaper	samples	cool	wrapping	paper	works	tooscissorsscrap	paperlong	reach	staplerbone	folder	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a
bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.	For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything...colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.Sizing	note...	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5
inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished	-	so	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.If	you	want	to
save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.All	you'd	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.AND	if	you	use	peel	and
stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it's	even	easier	than	that.With	wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that's	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That's	it!Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper
that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.Next,	cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Mention	@paperandstitch	or	tag
#paperandstitch!	Photography	and	styling	Brittni	Mehlhoff	What	do	you	think	of	these	little	guys?	Do	have	a	million	little	notebooks	lying	around	like	I	do?	DIY	notebooks	that	are	cute	and	easy	to	make.	Plus,	it	will	only	take	5	minutes!	I’ve	made	little	DIY	notebooks	here	and	there	for	years.	And	honestly,	it’s	resulted	in	what	feels	like	an	infinite
number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	BUT	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	the	*right*	notebook	when	I	need	it.	So,	here	I	am	making	another	set	of	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house.	And	maybe	it	will	help	me	get	through	my	list	of	journal	prompts	for	the	new	year.	I’m
building	on	a	notebook	tutorial	I	wrote	back	in	2016	and	adding	a	second	way	to	make	notebooks	that	is	equally	fast	and	cute,	IMO.	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won’t	lose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper…	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!	Want	to	make	a	set	of
your	own?	Here’s	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	DIY	Notebooks	Two	Ways	Materials	decorative	wallpaper	samples	(cool	wrapping	paper	works	too)	scissors	scrap	paper	long	reach	stapler	(I	like	this	$10	one	from	Amazon)	bone	folder	(also	from	Amazon)	All	of	the	wallpaper	is	from	Kelly	Wearstler	and	I	actually
bought	a	bunch	of	samples	for	a	project	I	want	to	do	in	the	studio.	But	while	I	try	to	whittle	it	down	to	the	one	I	love	most	and	figure	out	the	budget,	I	had	these	leftover	samples	that	were	dying	to	be	DIYed.	How	to	Make	DIY	Notebooks	from	Scratch	The	process	for	these	DIY	notebooks	is	similar	to	the	DIY	library	card	notebooks	from	WAY	back
(don’t	judge	those	photos	too	harshly…it	was	six	years	ago).	But	there	are	some	difference	and	specifics	for	using	wallpaper,	so	I	created	a	new	tutorial…	1.	Cut	and	fold	paper.	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.		For	the	scrap	paper,	you
can	use	anything…colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.	Sizing	note:	I	really	like	creating	a	mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that
is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5	inches	when	finished.	So	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.	2.	Unfold,	trace,	and	cut	paper.	Next,	unfold	and	trace	around	the	edges	of	the	scrap	paper	onto	wallpaper.	Then	cut	out	the	shape	that	was	created	with
scissors.	3.	Wrap	and	glue	the	pieces	together.	Wrap	the	wallpaper	around	the	outside	of	the	folded	scrap	paper	pieces	and	glue	to	the	top	pieces	of	scrap	paper,	after	it’s	lined	up	properly.	*This	step	is	actually	not	100%	necessary,	it’s	just	for	additional	support	for	the	cover.	You	can	skip	this	step	to	save	time,	if	you	don’t	think	your	wallpaper	needs
extra	support.	Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.	4.	Staple	all	paper	together.	Next,	using	a	long	reach	stapler	(which	you	can	find	on	Amazon),	staple	2-3	staples	directly	on	top	of	the	fold	of	the	sheets	of	paper	/	wallpaper	cover	set.	*Unless	you	are	creating	a	super	tiny	notebook,	a	regular	stapler	won’t	work	for	this.
That’s	because	they’re	too	short	to	reach	the	middle	fold	of	the	notebook	to	staple	vertically.	And	that’s	it!	From	start	to	finish	one	of	these	DIY	notebooks	will	take	less	than	5	minutes	to	make.	But	I	have	an	even	quicker	idea	that	you	can	try	too	if	5	minutes	is	just	too	long…	How	to	Recover	an	Existing	Notebook	If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some
steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.	All	you’d	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping	paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.	AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,
which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it’s	even	easier	than	that.	With	wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that’s	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That’s	it!	Instructions	Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper
that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.	Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back	cover.	Next,	cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).	Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Brittni	I've	made	DIY	notebooks
here	and	it's	resulted	in	what	felt	like	an	infinite	number	of	places	to	jot	down	notes	or	sketch	out	ideas.	But	for	some	reason	no	matter	how	many	I	make	(or	buy	for	that	matter),	I	can	never	find	a	notebook	when	I	need	it.	WTF?!	So,	I	figured	I	would	make	a	new	set	of	DIY	notebooks	to	stash	around	the	house,	the	studio,	my	purse,	etc	so	I	have	some
again.	And	I	wanted	to	make	them	really	special.	If	I	really	love	them,	maybe	I	won't	loose	them	this	time?!		So,	I	made	them	with	wallpaper,	but	not	just	any	wallpaper...	the	wallpaper	dreams	are	made	of!Want	to	make	a	set	of	your	own?	Here's	how	to	make	your	own	wallpaper	notebooks	in	about	5	minutes.	decorative	wallpaper	samples	cool
wrapping	paper	works	tooscissorsscrap	paperlong	reach	staplerbone	folder	Start	by	cutting	out	scrap	paper	and	folding	it	in	half	to	create	the	notebook	shape	you	want-	using	a	bone	folder	to	create	a	crisp	fold,	like	the	photo.	For	the	scrap	paper,	you	can	use	anything...colorful	paper,	lined	paper,	graph	paper,	etc.Sizing	note...	I	really	like	creating	a
mixture	of	standard	size	and	nonstandard	size	notebooks.	The	one	in	the	tutorial	photos	is	small	and	square.	I	cut	paper	10	pieces	of	scrap	paper	down	to	7	inches	long	and	3.5	inches	wide.	When	folded	in	half,	it	creates	a	20	page	square	notebook	that	is	3.5	x	3.5.	The	green	and	black	striped	notebook	in	some	of	the	after	photos	is	4.5	inches	by	5.5
inches	when	finished	-	so	the	initial	bundle	of	scrap	paper	was	9	inches	long	and	5.5	inches	tall.Fold	over	again	and	use	the	bone	folder	for	creasing,	if	necessary.If	you	want	to	save	yourself	some	steps,	another	option	would	be	to	recover	an	existing	notebook	with	wallpaper	for	a	fresh	new	look.All	you'd	have	to	do	is	cut	the	wallpaper	or	wrapping
paper	down	to	size	(like	in	step	2	of	the	first	tutorial)	and	glue	it	to	the	existing	cover,	starting	with	the	front	and	wrapping	the	paper	around	to	the	back.AND	if	you	use	peel	and	stick	wallpaper,	which	I	just	so	happen	to	have	leftover	from	some	previous	projects	(the	yellow	bathroom	makeover	and	our	family	room),	it's	even	easier	than	that.With
wallpaper	that	already	has	a	sticky	backing,	all	you	need	is	a	notebook	that's	ready	to	be	recovered,	the	wallpaper,	and	a	pair	of	scissors.	That's	it!Just	cut	down	a	piece	of	wallpaper	that	is	2-3	inches	larger	all	the	way	around	and	peel	off	the	sticking	backing.Attach	the	spine	of	the	notebook	to	the	middle	of	the	wallpaper,	then	the	front	and	back
cover.Next,	cut	the	excess	overhang	of	wallpaper	from	the	spine	area	(top	and	bottom).Then	fold	over	the	remaining	excess	not	the	front	and	back	flaps.	Mention	@paperandstitch	or	tag	#paperandstitch!	Photography	and	styling	Brittni	Mehlhoff	What	do	you	think	of	these	little	guys?	Do	have	a	million	little	notebooks	lying	around	like	I	do?


