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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Pets	bring	joy	into	our	lives	and,	sometimes,	messiness	into	our	homes.	Furrtunately,	there	are	plenty	of	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners	that	can	help	you	erase	messes	and	even	prevent	them	from	happening!
The	Hounds	Lounge	team	has	rounded	up	our	top	cleaning	tips	for	dog	owners,	but	much	of	this	advice	is	purrfectly	effective	for	cat	cleanup	as	well.Put	on	your	rubber	gloves,	and	let’s	get	into	the	nitty-gritty	of	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners,	from	the	tools	you’ll	need	to	the	preventative	measures	you	can	take!To	keep	your	house	squeaky-toy
clean,	you	need	the	right	cleaning	tools	on	hand.	Below	are	a	paw-ful	of	old	faithfuls.Lint	RollersLint	rollers	aren’t	just	for	clothing!	They	can	actually	remove	pet	hair	(and	hooman	hair)	from	most	surfaces.	Roll	them	over	furniture	like	your	couch,	bed	and	kitchen	table	to	remove	fur,	dust	and	dirt.	Always	keep	a	lint	roller	handy	for	a	super	quick	and
easy	clean.White	VinegarWhite	vinegar	can	be	used	for	all	kinds	of	household	cleaning	needs,	from	removing	fabric	stains	to	making	glass	surfaces	shine.	It’s	also	a	great	ingredient	for	deodorizing	your	carpet	if	Fido	has	an	accident	or	creates	any	kind	of	smelly	mess.	All	you	need	to	do	is	fill	a	spray	bottle	with	white	vinegar	and	spritz	the	carpet
stains.	However,	do	not	saturate	your	carpet!	Let	the	area	dry,	and	it	should	come	out	as	a	stink-free	zone.By	deodorizing	your	carpet,	you’re	also	helping	deter	your	pet	from	having	another	accident	in	the	same	spot.	This	is	one	of	the	game-changing	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners!Like	white	vinegar,	baking	soda	is	another	magic	bullet	of
household	cleaning	supplies.	Baking	soda	is	antibacterial	and	helps	neutralize	odors,	making	it	a	grrreat	tool	for	cleaning	pet	beds.	Throw	the	beds	in	the	washer	with	your	usual	detergent	and	hot	water,	and	add	a	cup	of	baking	soda	to	get	your	pup’s	pads	extra	clean!Store-Bought	Pet	Cleaning	ProductsWhile	there	are	many	home	remedies	for
cleaning	up	after	pets,	store-bought	products	are	often	a	good	option!	Some	products	are	even	formulated	specifically	for	pet	cleanup.Impawtant	Note:	Whatever	cleaning	supplies	you	purchase	and	use	in	your	home,	make	sure	they	are	pet-friendly.Below	are	solutions	for	common	household	pet	messes.Accidents	in	the	HouseSometimes,	your	sweet
woof	has	to	go	so	bad,	he	can’t	make	it	to	the	backyard	in	time.	Accidents	happen,	and	there	are	plenty	of	pee	and	poo	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners.	As	we	mentioned	above,	white	vinegar	is	a	good	tool	for	cleaning	up	and	preventing	furrther	accidents.	Here’s	what	else	you	need	to	know	about	cleaning	up	potty	breakdowns.Act	fast!	Pet	urine	left	on
carpet	too	long	can	permanently	alter	the	dye.Remove	any	solid	residue	furrst.	You	can	do	this	with	a	poo	bag	or	paper	towels.To	absorb	the	moisture,	blot	–	don’t	rub	–	the	stains	with	an	old,	clean	cloth,	a	handful	of	paper	towels	or	even	toilet	paper	(which	you	can	flush!).Apply	a	pet	cleaner	or	homemade	cleaning	solution	to	the	stain.Blot	with	a
clean	towel.Repeat	steps	four	and	five	until	the	stain	is	gone.Spray	the	area	with	white	vinegar	to	neutralize	odors!While	skunks	might	look	as	cute	and	cuddly	as	your	beloved	pet,	skunk	spray	is	no	joke.	If	your	p-u-p	is	making	you	say	P	U	after	befurriending	a	skunk,	they’re	going	to	need	more	than	their	regular	bath.	Immediately	after	your	pooch
has	been	skunked,	the	Humane	Society	recommends	washing	your	dog	with	a	mixture	of	hydrogen	peroxide,	baking	soda	(here	it	is	again!)	and	liquid	dishwashing	soap,	followed	by	a	shampoo	session.You	now	know	that	lint	rollers	are	a	grrreat	way	to	get	fur	out	of	your	couch.	However,	there	are	several	other	fur	removal	options!Duct	Tape	If	you
don’t	have	a	lint	roller,	duct	tape	can	save	the	day!	Wrap	a	sponge	or	cloth	in	duct	tape,	sticky	side	out,	and	pat	down	your	couch.	To	truly	recreate	the	wonders	of	the	lint	roller,	wrap	a	paint	roller	in	duct	tape.Vacuum	Cleaner	The	vacuum	is	a	tried	and	true	tool	for	zapping	up	pet	fur!Rubber	Gloves	If	you’re	cleaning,	you	should	already	have	your
rubber	gloves	on,	so	why	not	let	them	work	overtime?	Keep	your	gloves	on	your	hands	and	lightly	dampen	them	with	water.	Rub	your	hands	over	the	couch,	and	watch	how	the	pet	fur	sticks	to	them!	Use	your	gloved	fingers	to	get	rid	of	pesky	fur	in	every	nook	and	cranny	of	your	couch.Squeegee	This	shower	essential	can	also	be	used	to	clean	your
couch!	Simply	run	your	squeegee	over	the	fabric,	and	you’ll	scrape	up	pet	hair	in	the	process.Let’s	set	the	scene:	Your	woof	has	had	a	little	too	much	fun	in	the	dog	park	kiddie	pool,	and	now	that	it’s	time	to	go	home,	he’s	covered	in	mud.	What	do	you	do?Don’t	let	those	dirty	paws	enter	your	house	and	bathtub!	Instead,	stop	by	Hounds	Lounge	on	your
way	home	and	take	advantage	of	our	Self-Serve	Dog	Wash.	We	have	raised	tubs	to	help	you	avoid	back	pain,	and	we	provide	towels,	aprons,	shampoos	and	conditioners,	brushes,	ear	and	eye	wipes,	and	top-rated	blow	dryers.Our	tips	for	housing	cleaning	as	a	dog	owner	are	not	limited	to	post-mess	cleanup.	There’s	a	lot	of	cleaning	you	can	do	to
prevent	a	mess	from	happening	in	the	furrst	place!	Check	out	our	preventative	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners.If	you	and	Fido	are	dealing	with	a	wet	and	rainy	day,	the	chances	of	your	floors	getting	dirty	are	high.	However,	you	can	minimize	the	odds	by	setting	up	a	small	paw-cleaning	station	by	your	door.Keep	a	dry	towel	and	a	small	bowl	of
water	right	at	the	entry	point.	This	way,	when	you	and	Fido	come	back	indoors	from	the	soggy	elements,	you	can	dip	each	of	his	feet	into	the	water	and	scrub	them	clean	with	the	towel.Simply	brushing	your	dog	on	a	regular	basis	is	a	solid	way	to	keep	your	house	clean.	The	more	pet	hair	you	pick	up	on	the	brush,	the	less	pet	hair	there	is	everywhere
else.Because	keeping	your	house	clean	also	means	keeping	your	dog	clean,	Dog	Grooming	at	Hounds	Lounge	is	another	grrreat	preventative	cleaning	measure.	The	more	you	groom,	the	less	Fido	sheds.	Plus,	at	Hounds	Lounge,	spaw	days	include	a	free	day	of	Doggie	Daycare!If	fleas	and	ticks	latch	onto	your	pet,	they	can	infest	your	home	and
potentially	carry	diseases	in	with	them.	To	prevent	these	pests	from	taking	over,	invest	in	flea	and	tick	preventative	products.	Talk	to	your	vet	about	the	best	option	for	your	woof!Impawtant	Note:	For	just	$6,	you	can	add	a	Flea	&	Tick	Treatment	to	any	Full	Service	Groom	or	Bath	&	the	Works	appointment	at	Hounds	Lounge.Damage	Prevention	for
Pet	OwnersIt’s	no	fun	to	discover	that	your	pet	has	torn	up	your	belonging(s).	The	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners	below	cover	damage	prevention.Chew-Free	Electrical	CordsElectrical	cords	sure	do	look	a	lot	like	chew	toys.	Obviously,	it’s	best	to	keep	them	out	of	your	woof’s	reach.	For	the	cords	that	can’t	be	moved,	cover	them	in	a	protective
wrapping,	such	as	rubber	tubing.	This	extra	measure	will	keep	Fido,	as	well	as	your	electronics,	safe!While	we’re	all	about	dogs	and	hoomans	sharing	furniture,	we	know	there	are	some	exceptions.	Perhaps	you	have	an	antique	chair	you	really	don’t	want	Fido	to	get	near.	You	might	be	able	to	separate	him	from	the	piece	by	closing	a	door	or	setting	up
a	baby	gate.If	you	can’t	close	off	the	room	with	the	chair,	you	can	deter	your	woof	from	sitting	on	it	by	making	the	seat	uncomfortable	–	but	definitely	not	painful.	Try	placing	a	piece	of	plastic	carpet	protector	in	the	chair	with	its	prickly	side	up.	Your	woof	will	not	enjoy	the	plastic	teeth	on	his	rump,	and	he’ll	find	a	new	spot!Dedicated	Dig	ZoneIf	your
dog	can’t	resist	digging	in	your	yard,	you	can	create	a	designated	digging	area	for	them,	such	as	a	small	sandbox	filled	with	buried	toys.	For	the	areas	you	don’t	want	Fido	digging	in,	set	down	rocks	or	chicken	wire.	You	can	also	scatter	orange	peels	to	furrther	deter	Fido,	as	dogs	don’t	like	the	smell	of	citrus.While	you’re	away	at	work,	you	might
worry	about	what	your	woof	is	up	to	in	your	house	or	yard.	To	give	you	peace	of	mind,	bring	Fido	to	Doggie	Daycare,	where	he	will	spend	the	day	burning	energy	under	the	watchful	eye	of	our	on-site	staff.While	we’re	dogaholics	here	at	Hounds	Lounge,	we	hope	that	all	fur	baby	pawrents	–	of	cats,	rabbits,	hamsters	and	more	–	can	benefit	from	our
house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners.Remember,	no	household	–	especially	one	with	pets	–	stays	spotless	for	long.	Enjoy	the	clean	while	it	lasts,	and	when	messes	inevitably	appear,	use	the	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners	above	to	make	your	life	a	little	bit	easier.If	you	need	to	deep	clean	without	your	furry	helper	by	your	side,	we’ll	gladly	take	Fido	off	your
paws.	Make	a	reservation	for	Doggie	Daycare,	Dog	Grooming	or	Overnight	Dog	Boarding	now.	Share	on	Facebook	Share	on	Pinterest	Share	on	X	(Twitter)Share	on	Flip	it	It’s	not	always	easy	to	keep	your	home	clean	if	you	have	pets.	The	hair	alone	will	drive	you	crazy!	Here	are	15	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners	to	make	it	easier.	Pets	are	family
members	and	they	make	messes	just	like	the	rest	of	the	family.	We	have	to	be	able	to	stay	on	top	of	the	odors	and	messes	to	maintain	a	clean	home.	Our	furry	friends	come	with	their	own	set	of	cleaning	challenges.	Shedding	hair	Muddy	paw	prints	Litter	boxes	if	you	have	cats.	Occasional	accidents	that	stain	the	carpet	Or	just	leave	unpleasant	odors
in	our	homes.	It	can	be	tricky	to	keep	a	clean	home	when	you	have	pets.	I	know	this	to	be	true	because	at	one	point	we	had	four	dogs	and	two	cats	in	the	house.	We	also	let	our	dogs	on	the	couch,	as	if	we	could	keep	them	off…	Today	I’m	sharing	my	best	house	cleaning	tips	for	pet	parents	to	help	you	stay	on	top	of	pet	messes	and	keep	your	home
clean	and	fresh.	***This	post	contains	affiliate	or	referral	links.	It	is	a	way	for	this	site	to	earn	advertising	fees	by	advertising	or	linking	to	certain	products	and/or	services.	Please	read	my	full	disclosure	here	***	Vacuuming	regularly	will	keep	the	build-up	of	pet	hair	under	control.	Invest	in	a	good	upright	vacuum	that’s	up	to	the	task.	I	love	this
vacuum!	It	makes	cleaning	up	pet	hair	a	quick	and	easy	task.	I	use	ours	to	clean	hardwood	floors	as	well	as	carpets.	It	comes	with	attachments	that	also	allow	you	to	use	it	on	your	furniture,	soft	furnishings,	and	hard-to-reach	areas	where	pet	hair	likes	to	accumulate.	Handheld	vacuums	are	great	for	quick	cleanups	on	furniture	and	soft	furnishings.
They’re	also	great	to	use	on	stairs	to	get	rid	of	pet	hair.	I	have	a	cordless	one	that	is	rechargeable	so	I	can	take	it	anywhere	in	the	house.	They	don’t	have	nearly	the	suction	of	a	regular	upright	vacuum,	so	they	are	best	to	use	for	quick	touch-ups	in	between	your	regular	vacuuming	schedule.	We	have	a	Eufy	Robovac	that	I	set	to	clean	at	night	while
we’re	asleep.	It	picks	up	the	daily	accumulation	of	dog	hair	off	the	floor	making	my	regular	vacuuming	a	lot	less	time-consuming.	You	know	how	sticky	duct	tape	is.	It	is	the	perfect	way	to	remove	pet	fur	and	hair	from	your	furniture!	IMO	it’s	better	than	a	lint	roller	(although	you	could	use	one	of	those	instead).	You	can	wrap	it	around	your	hand,
sticky	side	out,	or	you	can	wrap	it	around	a	paint	roller	and	make	your	own	lint	roller.	When	it	gets	full	of	hair	just	add	more	duct	tape	to	it.	Having	your	own	carpet	cleaner	is	a	great	way	to	save	money	on	carpet	cleaning.	No	more	renting	a	carpet	cleaner	or	paying	a	professional	to	come	out	and	do	it	for	you	and	spending	all	the	$$$.	A	carpet
cleaner	is	necessary	to	deal	with	pet	accidents,	stains,	and	odor	caused	by	your	four-legged	friends	that	can	settle	into	the	carpet.	Let’s	be	honest,	even	the	best-trained	pets	will	have	accidents.	Be	sure	to	use	a	carpet	cleaning	solution	that	works	for	pet	odor	and	stains	for	the	best	results.	Bissel’s	SpotBot	is	an	amazing	invention!	It’s	an	easy	and
genius	little	machine	that	you	can	use	on	tough	pet	stains.	It’s	hands-free	so	you	can	set	it	up	and	walk	away	while	it	does	its	magic.	My	mother-in-law	first	introduced	me	to	this	carpet	cleaner	that	is	great	to	use	when	you	don’t	need	to	clean	the	whole	carpet.	Instead	of	dragging	out	your	mop	and	bucket	every	time	your	pets	come	in	with	muddy
paws,	get	a	good	spray	mop.	I	have	this	spray	mop	and	I	can	use	it	multiple	times	before	washing	the	reusable	pad.	Pet	odors	are	the	worst!	Nothing	is	worse	than	walking	into	the	house	to	the	smell	of	pet	urine	or	the	smell	of	a	dirty	wet	dog.	We	love	our	furry	friends,	but	we	don’t	like	the	smells	they	bring	into	the	house.	You	can	eliminate	pet	odors
easily	and	naturally	by	using	a	spray	bottle	with	a	solution	of	white	vinegar	and	water.	Spray	it	on	carpets	and	soft	furnishings	and	allow	them	dry.	It’s	also	great	for	refreshing	your	pet’s	bedding	in	between	washes.	Removable	covers	on	furniture	are	also	a	great	way	to	minimize	odors.	You	can	simply	toss	them	in	the	washing	machine	and	wash
them	with	hot	water	when	needed.	Baking	soda	is	another	great	way	to	eliminate	pet	odors	from	your	home.	Sprinkle	it	directly	onto	the	carpet	and	soft	furnishings.	Allow	the	baking	soda	to	sit	to	absorb	the	odors,	then	vacuum	it	up.	Super	simple!	You	can	also	use	a	carpet	deodorizer	especially	formulated	for	pet	smells.	They	have	a	few	different
scents	you	can	choose	from	to	help	make	your	space	smell	great.	Pet	hair	and	pet	dander	will	float	through	your	home	every	time	your	pet	shakes.	Let’s	be	honest,	with	some	all	they	have	to	do	is	walk	through	the	house	and	their	hair	falls	on	the	floor.	It	will	land	on	all	the	surfaces	in	your	home,	it’s	a	fact.	Dusting	with	a	fabric	softener	sheet	will	give
your	surfaces	a	repellant	against	dust	and	dander	and	keep	them	from	settling.	Having	an	air	purifier	in	the	space	where	your	pets	normally	hang	out	will	cut	down	on	the	amount	of	hair	and	pet	dander	that	will	accumulate.	Just	be	sure	to	check	the	filter	often	and	replace	or	clean	it	as	needed.	For	different	pets,	these	spaces	will	be	different.	In	our
home,	our	dogs	sleep	in	cages	at	night	and	it’s	important	to	keep	them	clean.	They	also	have	a	dog	bed	in	our	living	area.	Make	sure	to	wash	pet	beds	at	least	once	a	month	if	not	more.	Clean	out	cages	and	be	sure	to	clean	the	plastic	tray	that	slides	into	the	bottom.	Vacuum	up	the	hair	that	will	most	certainly	accumulate	around	to	perimeter	of	their
sleeping	space.	I	almost	always	vacuum	up	a	whole	dog	when	I	clean	our	dogs’	cages!	Clean	out	litter	boxes	frequently.	That	kitty	litter	won’t	mask	the	smells	forever!	A	self-cleaning	litter	box	is	a	splurge,	but	totally	worth	it.	This	one	is	extra	large	for	multiple	cats	and	has	a	mat	to	catch	the	litter	that	sticks	to	the	bottom	of	their	feet.	Our	dogs	are
messy	eaters,	they	like	to	take	a	mouthful	of	dog	food	and	carry	it	away	from	their	bowls	then	eat	it.	I	don’t	know	where	this	habit	came	from,	but	they	always	leave	behind	crumbs	or	a	stray	piece	of	food	that	needs	to	be	cleaned	up.	Invest	in	a	good	raised	dog	bowl	stand	for	your	pet’s	food	bowls	and	water	bowls.	It’s	easier	on	your	dog’s	posture	and
may	help	eliminate	the	mess	of	splashed	water	on	the	floor	or	dog	food	scattered	everywhere.	You	can	DIY	your	own	raised	dog	bowl	stand	and	save	a	lot	of	money.	It’s	a	simple	beginner-friendly	DIY	anyone	can	do!	Make	sure	to	bathe	and	brush	your	pets	regularly.	Bathing	your	dogs	will	help	to	reduce	smells.	Be	sure	to	use	a	shampoo	that	won’t
irritate	their	skin	and	don’t	bathe	them	so	often	that	their	skin	gets	dried	out.	If	battling	fur	is	your	number	biggest	pet-related	cleaning	issue,	then	brushing	is	the	best	and	most	simple	thing	you	can	do.	Daily	brushing,	preferably	outside,	will	allow	you	to	be	proactive	about	your	pet’s	shedding	and	keep	the	fur	build-up	in	your	home	from	getting	too
out	of	control.	We	use	this	pet	brush	and	it	works	really	great	and	our	dogs	like	it	too.	Our	groomer	uses	this	pet	groomer	vacuum	on	our	Australian	Shepherd	and	it	makes	brushing	her	out	much	quicker.	It’s	definitely	on	my	list	to	purchase.	It’s	low	noise	so	it	won’t	be	as	stressful	to	your	pet	and	you	can	use	it	indoors.	Having	a	clean	house	with	your
four-legged	friends	can	be	a	challenge,	but	these	15	house-cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners	will	have	you	on	your	way	to	controlling	the	mess	and	odors	that	come	with	having	furry	family	members.	MORE	CLEANING	TIPS	AND	RESOURCES:	Share	on	Facebook	Share	on	Pinterest	Share	on	X	(Twitter)Share	on	Flip	it	No	matter	how	much	you	love	your
pets,	you	can’t	deny	they’re	messy,	and	that’s	okay.	After	all,	they	don’t	have	the	instinct	or	ability	to	clean	up	after	themselves	like	people	do.	That’s	why	you	must	keep	up	with	a	regular	home	cleaning	checklist	if	you’re	a	pet	owner.	Each	week,	you	must	remove	your	bedding,	wash	it,	and	clean	your	mattress	with	a	pet	hair	removal	tool.	Pet	owners
must	also	routinely	mop	and	vacuum	their	floors	to	remove	stains	and	pet	hair.	It’s	also	important	to	replace	your	air	filter	every	90	days,	as	it	can	quickly	become	clogged	with	pet	hair.	Otherwise,	pet	hair	and	dust	will	settle	on	your	countertops,	furniture,	floors,	and	surfaces	in	your	home.	Always	clean	up	accidents	as	soon	as	possible,	or	else	stains
will	settle	in	and	make	your	home	smell	bad.	Follow	along	as	we	explore	10	important	home	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners.		Do	you	let	your	pets	sleep	or	spend	time	on	your	bed?	If	so,	then	your	bedding	is	likely	full	of	loose	hair	and	oil	that	your	pets	excrete	through	their	skin.	There	is	nothing	wrong	with	that,	that	is,	unless	you	wait	too	long	to	wash
your	bedding.	Ideally,	you	should	wash	your	bedding	weekly,	whether	you	have	pets	or	not.	It’s	a	great	idea	to	keep	an	extra	set	of	sheets,	blankets,	and	pillowcases	around.	That	way,	you	never	have	to	worry	about	leaving	your	bed	exposed	without	sheets.		This	should	be	at	the	top	of	your	home	cleaning	checklist	if	you	have	pets	that	lay	in	bed	with
you.	Otherwise,	you	may	have	to	deal	with	itchy	skin,	stains,	and	messy	clothing	because	pet	hair	constantly	gets	stuck	to	your	bedding.	2.	Mop	And	VacuumWhether	you	have	dogs	or	cats,	your	pets	will	make	your	floors	messy	over	time.	For	example,	dogs	track	dirt,	mud,	and	fallen	leaves	into	houses	all	the	time.	Cats	walk	in	and	out	of	their	dirty
litter	boxes	throughout	the	day	and	track	germs	all	over	your	home.	This	can	make	a	huge	mess,	whether	you	have	carpets	or	hardwood	floors.	It	may	be	a	hassle,	but	as	a	pet	owner,	it’s	worth	mopping	and	vacuuming	your	floors	weekly.	You	may	even	have	to	use	a	shop	vac	if	your	cats	drag	litter	through	your	carpet.	It’s	also	worth	investing	in	a
small,	handheld	vacuum	to	remove	scattered	litter	as	needed.	This	also	makes	managing	loose	pet	hair	much	easier.	3.	Replace	Your	Air	FilterAir	filters	take	the	brunt	of	the	dirt,	dust,	debris,	and	pet	hair	that	goes	through	a	home’s	HVAC	system.	They	often	get	dirty	and	clogged	in	as	little	as	90	days,	but	it	varies	between	homes	and	HVAC	systems.
However,	loose	pet	hair	can	take	a	big	toll	on	air	filters,	as	it	can	clog	them	relatively	quickly.	Inspect	your	air	filter	monthly	to	see	what	shape	it’s	in,	and	replace	it	at	least	every	90	days.	Routine	inspections	are	essential,	as	they	can	reveal	how	quickly	your	filter	gets	clogged.	Once	clogged,	dirt,	dust,	and	debris	will	spread	throughout	your	home.The
last	thing	you	want	is	for	dust	to	settle	on	your	counters	and	tables	because	your	pet’s	hair	has	clogged	the	air	filter.	Replacing	your	filter	will	improve	the	air	quality,	prevent	messes,	and	even	help	protect	your	air	conditioner.	4.	Clean	Their	DishesMost	pet	owners	set	out	dishes	full	of	food	and	water	for	their	pets.	Naturally,	these	dishes	can	get
dirty	quickly,	as	animals	don’t	think	about	keeping	their	dishes	clean.	You	should	never	let	a	water	dish	get	to	the	point	where	it’s	cloudy	and	hard	to	see	through.That	means	it’s	well	beyond	the	point	that	you	should	have	cleaned	it.	It’s	a	great	idea	to	clean	your	pet’s	dishes	daily	for	sanitary	and	aesthetic	purposes	alike.	This	is	good	for	their	health
and	will	simply	make	the	dishes	look	better	than	they	otherwise	would.	5.	Wash	Sliding	Glass	DoorsDoes	your	home	have	sliding	glass	doors?	If	so,	there’s	a	chance	that	your	dogs	anxiously	wait	outside	of	them	before	going	to	play	and	relieve	themselves.	There’s	also	a	chance	that	your	dogs	drool	on	the	glass	and	even	lick	it.	If	so,	it	won’t	be	too	long
before	your	sliding	glass	doors	get	quite	messy.	Get	in	the	habit	of	cleaning	your	sliding	glass	doors	weekly	to	remove	saliva	and	pet-related	stains.	6.	Remove	Loose	HairUnless	you	have	hairless	dogs	and	cats,	your	home	is	likely	covered	in	loose	hair.	Dogs	and	cats	shed	hair	when	you	pet	them	and	when	they	groom	themselves.	While	vacuuming	can
help	alleviate	the	problem,	that’s	not	enough	to	keep	your	house	clean.	Today,	you	can	easily	find	pet	hair	removal	tools	to	stay	on	top	of	your	pets’	shedding	habits.	Take	a	few	minutes	every	day	or	two	to	remove	pet	hair	from	your	steps,	decorations,	and	furniture.	Pay	attention	to	the	corners	of	each	room	in	your	house,	as	they	often	trap	lots	of	pet
hair.	Check	your	tables,	countertops,	and	the	space	beneath	your	furniture	as	well.	Some	people	forget	to	brush	hair	off	the	back	of	the	furniture,	especially	when	it’s	pushed	against	a	wall.	However,	the	back	of	your	furniture	and	even	the	sides	of	your	refrigerator	can	get	caked	in	hair.	7.	Wash	Their	ToysIf	there’s	one	thing	your	pets	probably	love,
it’s	their	toys.	They	love	you	as	well,	of	course,	but	your	pets	likely	spend	a	lot	of	time	biting,	scratching,	and	playing	with	their	toys.	It	doesn’t	take	long	for	pet	toys	to	get	dirty.	The	pet	hair,	saliva,	and	stains	that	stick	to	toys	can	quickly	become	gross.	Your	pets	can	inadvertently	spread	the	mess	throughout	your	house	when	they	drag	their	dirty	toys
around.You	can	prevent	this	problem	if	you	clean	your	pet’s	toys	at	least	a	few	times	per	month.	This	will	stop	saliva	and	dirt	from	spreading,	and	it	will	also	sanitize	the	toys.	8.	Clean	The	CageMany	pet	owners	keep	their	pets	in	cages	overnight	to	prevent	them	from	getting	into	trouble	as	they	sleep.	However,	some	pet	owners	mistakenly	forget	to
clean	their	pets’	cages	because	they	don’t	think	of	them	the	same	way	as	their	furniture.	This	is	a	mistake,as	dog	cages	can	quickly	get	full	of	saliva,	pet	hair,	and	stains	they	drag	in	from	outside.	You	can	do	yourself	and	your	dog	a	favor	if	you	clean	the	cage	twice	per	month.	Some	pet	owners	clean	their	dogs’	cages	weekly,	and	that’s	even	better.	9.
Groom	Your	PetsGrooming	your	pets	is	just	as	much	about	cleaning	your	home	as	it	is	about	cleaning	them.	Unkempt,	overgrown	hair	can	quickly	cause	a	nuisance	throughout	your	home.	The	longer	you	go	without	grooming	your	pets,	the	worse	the	mess	will	become.	Dogs	and	cats	naturally	shed,	but	you	can	stay	on	top	of	it	if	you	brush	their	hair	a
few	times	per	week.	A	daily	brushing	is	most	effective,	but	it’s	okay	if	you	don’t	have	time	to	do	that.	It’s	also	worth	taking	your	pets	to	a	professional	groomer	every	4	to	6	weeks.They	have	the	skill,	experience,	and	tools	to	thoroughly	groom	your	pets.	Not	only	will	they	look	and	feel	great	afterwards,	but	they	will	also	smell	great.	That	alone	is	worth
it	if	you’ve	ever	smelled	a	dog	that’s	gone	months	or	even	years	without	grooming.	10.	Empty	And	Clean	Your	Litter	BoxesMany	people	know	and	hate	the	smell	of	a	home	with	litter	boxes	that	smell	foul.	Whether	you	have	a	self-cleaning	litter	box	or	a	standard	box,	you	must	clean	it	regularly.	Dump	and	replace	the	litter	in	the	boxes	at	least	once	per
week	to	reduce	the	odor.	However,	you	must	clean	the	boxes	monthly,	or	else	the	urine	smell	will	persist	even	if	you	put	fresh	litter	in.	Each	month,	empty	your	litter	boxes	and	thoroughly	wash	them	with	soap	and	water.	Some	people	even	use	white	vinegar	to	remove	stubborn	odors.	Spray	the	box	with	water,	turn	it	upside	down,	and	let	it	drain.	Let
the	box	dry	in	the	sun	or	use	towels	if	you’re	on	a	tight	deadline.	Refill	the	box	with	fresh	litter	and	repeat	this	process	each	month.	Summing	It	UpWash	your	bedding,	mop	your	floors,	and	vacuum	your	carpets	weekly	if	you’re	a	pet	owner.	You	must	also	clean	your	pet’s	food	and	water	dishes	daily,	and	clean	your	litter	boxes	weekly.	Use	a	pet	hair
removal	tool	to	remove	stubborn	pet	hair	from	tricky	spots,	like	the	corners	of	rooms.	Related	Guides:		These	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	can	help	keep	your	home	clean,	and	your	pets	healthy,	too!	By	Chere	Di	Boscio	Personally,	for	me,	having	pets	was	a	game	changer.	I	had	travelled	extensively	all	my	life,	and	was	never	ready	to	commit	to	the
responsibility	of	caring	for	fur	babies	until	I	hit	my	40s.	But	while	my	life	has	been	enriched	in	countless	ways	by	having	pets,	keeping	my	house	and	clothing	clean	has	been	a	bit	of	a	challenge.	I	personally	have	used	these	easy	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	myself,	and	they	are	a	game	changer!	So	I	thought	I’d	share	them	with	you	here,	below.	15
Ways	Pet	Owners	Can	Keep	Their	Homes	Cleaner,	Naturally	1.	Make	Your	Own	Natural	Cleaners	Keeping	your	pets	safe	from	harmful	chemicals	is	essential!	White	vinegar	and	baking	soda	can	work	wonders	for	removing	smells	and	stains.	They	are	safe	for	use	around	animals	and	are	excellent	for	routine	cleaning	tasks.	Just	mix		equal	parts	of	water
and	vinegar	to	wipe	down	surfaces	and	refresh	fabric.	Tip:	Not	keen	on	the	smell	of	vinegar?	Add	a	few	drops	of	essential	oil,	like	chamomile	or	lavender.	But	note	this:	some	essential	oils	are	toxic	to	pets.	Always	check	first!	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Using	every	day,	and	saving	on	commercial	cleaners.	2.	Put	Duct	Tape	To
Work	The	stickiness	of	duct	tape	makes	it	perfect	for	a	makeshift	pet	hair	remover.	This	method	is	faster	than	vacuuming.	It	also	works	on	seats	in	vehicles,	and	a	sponge	or	cloth	wrapped	with	duct	tape	works	great	for	getting	into	corners.	Simply	wrap	duct	tape	around	a	paint	roller	cover,	sticky	side	out.	Roll	the	paint	cover	over	furniture	or	carpet
to	pick	up	the	pet	hair.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	A	cheap	and	easy	solution	to	digging	out	hair.	3.	Line	The	Litter	Cut	your	litter	cleanup	time	in	half	with	this	nifty	trick!	Simply	line	your	litter	pan	with	a	plastic	kitchen	garbage	bag	before	adding	the	litter.	Clean	your	pet’s	poop	up	daily,	but	when	you’re	ready	to	clean	the
litter	box	out	itself,	just	lift	the	garbage	bag	out	and	clean	the	box	out	with	a	diluted	bleach	solution.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Quicker	litter	cleaning.	4.	Use	Enzymatic	Cleaners	Enzymatic	cleaners	are	your	best	bet	for	cleaning	up	pet	accidents.	These	products	are	designed	to	break	down	stains	and	smells	on	a	molecular
level.	In	addition,	they	effectively	remove	scent	traces	that	might	encourage	pets	–	especially	cats	–	to	re-mark	areas	again	with	pee.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Ensuring	your	kitty	isn’t	going	to	keep	peeing	in	the	same	place.	6.	Get	Lint	Brushes,	Not	Rollers	Most	pet	owners	will	have	drawers	and	drawers	full	of	lint	rollers.
Especially	if	they	have	a	wardrobe	full	of	black	clothing!	This	seems	to	be	especially	prone	to	attracting	pet	hair.	But	the	thing	is:	those	lint	rollers	aren’t	so	eco-friendly.	They’re	made	of	plastic	and	chemicals	and	once	you’ve	filled	a	sheet	with	pet	hair,	you	just	toss	it	out.	A	better	option?	A	good,	old	fashioned	lint	brush.	They’re	easy	to	clean	and	last
forever.	Why	did	we	ever	stop	using	those,	really?	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Saving	the	planet!	7.	Hoover	The	Dog	Instead	of	brushing	your	pet	and	then	cleaning	up	the	fur	with	a	vacuum,	use	the	vacuum	with	an	upholstery	attachment	directly	to	brush	your	dog.	The	vacuum	sucks	up	all	the	loose	fur	so	you	don’t	spend	any
extra	time	cleaning.	Look	for	vacuums	with	strong	suction	and	specialised	attachments	that	can	reach	into	corners	where	pet	hair	likes	to	hide.	Note:	Some	dogs	and	almost	all	cats	are	terrified	of	vacuums,	so	don’t	use	this	tip	on	any	animal	that’s	averse	to	hoovers!	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Making	your	dog	really	clean.	And
some	really	love	how	it	feels,	too!	8.	Make	It	Hot!	Both	human	and	pet	bedding	should	always	be	washed	regularly	in	hot	water	to	eliminate	odours	and	allergens.	This	will	kill	dust	mites	and	remove	pet	hair	effectively.	Be	sure	to	use	pet-friendly	detergents	free	from	harsh	chemicals	and	fragrances,	as	these	could	irritate	your	pet’s	skin.	One	of	the
best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Ensuring	you	kill	all	nasty	insects	and	parasites.	9.	Steam	Clean	Occasionally	Deep	cleaning	every	now	and	then	is	crucial	for	removing	pet	fur	and	odours	–	and	even	insects!	–		that	accumulate	over	time.	Quarterly,	use	a	steam	cleaner	on	upholstery	and	carpets	to	extract	dirt	and	allergens	from	fibres.	Tip:	For
daily	maintenance,	use	a	vacuum	with	a	HEPA	filter	to	effectively	capture	pet	dander	and	finer	particles.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Long-term	hygiene.	See	Also	10.	Make	A	No	Mess	Litter	Box	It’s	not	fancy,	sure.	But	it’s	a	cheap	and	easy	DIY	way	to	keep	litter	in	the	litter	box	where	it	belongs!	Get	a	plastic	storage	container
that’s	big	enough	for	your	cat	to	enter.	Keep	the	lid	on.	Trace	a	circle	on	the	side	with	a	marker,	then	cut	it	out	with	a	sharp	razor	knife.	Cut	out	a	round	opening.	Lift	the	lid,	pour	in	the	litter,	and	your	cat	will	figure	out	the	rest.	This	is	a	much	tidier	litter	box,	and	will	smell	less,	too!	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Saving	your
house	from	permanent	odours.	11.	Use	Rubber	Gloves	To	Remove	Fur	If	pet	hair	is	set	into	your	furniture,	use	a	rubber	glove	to	get	rid	of	it.	Simply	run	it	over	any	piece	of	furniture	or	even	carpets.	Collect	the	dog	or	cat	hair,	and	toss	it	out.	Bonus:	This	also	works	as	a	grooming	technique	if	you	pet	your	fur	baby	directly!	You’ll	instantly	remove
dander	and	hair.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Getting	hair	out	of	carpets	and	furniture.	12.	Clean	Up	Accidents	Immediately	No	matter	how	well	trained	your	pet	is,	accidents	can	happen.	And	don’t	delay	the	cleaning	up	of	them!	A	quick	response	is	the	key	to	preventing	stains	and	smells	from	setting	in.	Blot,	don’t	rub,	and	apply
baking	soda	liberally	to	help	absorb	odours	right	away.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet	owners	for:	Ensuring	your	house	smells	fresh.	13.	Use	Baking	Soda	Often	If	you	have	a	pet,	baking	soda	is	your	best	friend!	It	can	be	sprinkled	on	carpets,	in	litter	boxes		and	on	pet	bedding	before	vacuuming	to	absorb	smells.	Alternatively,	coffee	grounds
also	suck	up	nasty	odours,	leaving	your	room	smelling	neutral	again.	Want	something	that	smells	even	better	than	‘neutral’?	Try	a	scented	bicarbonate	product	like	this	one.	Made	by	the	Northumberland	Candle	Company,	it	doesn’t	just	mask	a	bad	scent,	but	actively	helps	to	neutralise	odours	in	the	house.	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet
owners	for:	Everyday	use.	14.	Add	Bedding	We’d	never	dream	of	sleeping	on	a	bed	without	sheets.	Ew,	right?	So	why	do	we	allow	our	pets	to?	While	we	recognise	there	are	no	‘pet	sized’	sheets	available	(yet!),	I	personally	fold	a	single	baby	cot	sheet	on	my	pet’s	bed.	Much	easier	to	wash	than	the	whole	bed!	One	of	the	best	cleaning	hacks	for	pet
owners	for:	Keeping	your	pet	clean	and	comfy.	Chere	has	always	loved	writing,	fashion	and	languages,	and	holds	degrees	in	Psychology	and	Art,	and	postgraduate	degree	in	Applied	Linguistics	and	Education.	Her	long	career	in	journalism	spans	several	continents:	she’s	edited	and	written	for	prestigious	fashion	magazines	in	Toronto,	Dubai,	Paris,
London	and	Buenos	Aires,	and	also	taught	at	the	prestigious	School	for	Oriental	and	African	Studies	(SOAS)	in	London	for	over	a	decade.	Learn	more	about	Chere’s	extensive	career	on	LinkedIn.	Despite	how	cute	they	are,	pet	owners	know	that	their	four-legged	friends	can	be	hard	to	clean	up	after.	From	pet	hair	and	bathroom	accidents	to	dirty	paws
and	sharp	nails,	our	furry	friends	know	how	to	make	a	mess.	But	being	able	to	manage	and	even	prevent	these	messes	can	make	routine	cleanup	a	lot	easier.	Whether	you	want	to	tackle	shedding,	keep	litter	from	getting	everywhere,	remove	lingering	odors,	or	solve	other	pet	owner	woes,	these	expert	tips	will	keep	your	home	as	clean	as	it	was	before
you	had	pets.	Alicia	Sokolowski,	president	and	co-CEO	of	AspenClean	Kathy	Cohoon,	director	of	franchise	operations	of	Two	Maids	A	lint	roller	is	a	great	way	to	remove	pet	hair	from	your	clothes,	but	you	can	also	use	it	on	couches,	chairs,	curtains,	and	other	furnishings	in	your	home.	"Lint	rollers	typically	have	a	wide	surface	area	and	are	effective	at
picking	up	pet	hair,"	says	Alicia	Sokolowski,	the	president	and	co-CEO	of	AspenClean.	Pets	can	sometimes	leave	behind	an	odor,	especially	in	their	favorite	areas	of	the	home.	"Baking	soda	has	odor-neutralizing	properties	and	is	often	used	to	absorb	and	eliminate	unpleasant	smells,"	says	Sokolowski.	"You	can	sprinkle	on	carpets,	furniture,	and	pet
bedding.	Let	it	sit	for	15	to	30	minutes	and	then	vacuum."	Getting	pet	hair	in	your	shower	during	bath	time	is	inevitable,	but	there	are	ways	to	minimize	shedding	for	easier	cleanup.	"Brushing	your	pet	before	the	bath	helps	remove	loose	fur,"	says	Sokolowski.	"Use	a	grooming	brush	appropriate	for	your	pet's	coat	type	to	reduce	shedding	during	the
bath."	It's	also	smart	to	place	a	hair	catcher	over	the	drain,	which	keeps	pet	hair	from	causing	clogs.	If	you	can't	keep	pets	off	your	furniture,	use	covers	to	protect	the	fabric	from	damage	and	unwanted	odors.	"Most	furniture	covers	are	designed	to	be	easily	removed	and	washed,"	says	Sokolowski.	"Regular	washing	helps	maintain	a	clean	and	odor-
free	environment."	In	addition	to	protecting	against	pet	hair,	furniture	covers	can	also	guard	against	stains	caused	by	spills,	accidents,	or	dirt	that	was	tracked	inside.	"When	buying	the	covers,	choose	some	made	from	pet-friendly	materials,"	says	Sokolowski.	"They	need	to	be	durable	and	resistant	to	wear	and	tear.	Avoid	materials	that	may	be	easily
punctured	or	torn	by	your	pet's	claws."	While	it	may	not	be	realistic	to	wipe	your	pet's	feet	every	time	they	come	inside,	it's	necessary	in	certain	instances.	"If	your	pet	was	outside	during	a	storm	and	the	ground	was	muddy,	we	suggest	wiping	their	paws	with	a	damp	cloth	before	they	roam	the	house	freely,"	says	Kathy	Cohoon,	the	director	of
franchise	operations	of	Two	Maids.	If	you	have	a	cat,	you	know	these	curious	creatures	have	a	propensity	for	kicking	litter	out	of	their	litter	box.	Keep	it	contained	by	using	a	litter	mat,	which	is	made	with	a	mesh	material	designed	to	trap	litter.	"Place	it	outside	the	litter	box	to	catch	litter	particles	as	your	cat	exits,"	says	Sokolowski.	"Mats	with
textured	surfaces	are	particularly	effective."	Another	way	to	keep	litter	from	getting	everywhere	in	your	home	is	by	selecting	the	right	litter	box.	"Choosing	a	litter	box	with	higher	sides	prevents	cats	from	kicking	or	scattering	litter	outside	the	box	(and	we	know	they	love	doing	this),"	says	Sokolowski.	Credit:	oxygen	/	Getty	Images	Be	it	a	dog	bed	or
cat	tower,	your	pet's	bedding	should	be	cleaned	regularly	to	prevent	odors	and	pet	hair	buildup.	"Use	pet-safe	detergents,	and	consider	using	covers	that	can	be	easily	removed	and	washed,"	says	Sokolowski.	If	the	covers	aren't	removable,	sprinkle	pet	bedding	with	baking	soda	and	let	it	sit	for	10	to	15	minutes,	then	vacuum.	Keep	pet	hair	from	taking
over	your	home	by	vacuuming	and	sweeping	regularly.	"Use	vacuum	cleaners	with	pet	hair	attachments	or	specialized	pet	hair	models	designed	to	handle	shedding,"	says	Sokolowski.	Daily	brushing	and	regular	bathing	will	help	keep	your	home	hair-	and	dust-free.	Additionally,	protect	your	floors	and	doors	from	damage	by	trimming	your	pet's	nails
when	they	get	too	long.	"Keeping	up	on	trimming	your	pet's	nails	will	prevent	scratching	damage,"	says	Cohoon.	It's	important	to	know	how	to	cut	your	pet's	nails	in	order	to	avoid	hurting	them—consider	going	to	a	groomer	or	veterinarian	if	you're	not	comfortable	doing	it	yourself.	If	pet	hair	is	set	into	your	furniture,	use	a	rubber	glove	to	remove	it.
"Dampen	a	rubber	glove,	something	that	you	would	already	have	handy	for	washing	dishes,	and	run	it	over	the	furniture	to	attract	and	collect	hair,"	says	Cohoon.	You	can	also	use	a	latex	doctor's	glove.	With	both	types	of	gloves,	just	rub	your	hand	across	the	upholstery,	and	you	will	be	surprised	by	how	easily	the	hair	comes	off.	Credit:	Catherine	Falls
Commercial/Getty	Images	Keep	pet	food	from	getting	all	over	the	place	while	your	dog	eats	by	placing	a	mat	under	their	dish.	"Mats	can	catch	any	spills	and	make	cleanup	easier,"	says	Sokolowski.	"Look	for	mats	that	are	easy	to	clean	and	have	non-skid	surfaces."	Cleaning	up	pet	messes	promptly	and	effectively	is	essential	for	maintaining	a	clean
and	healthy	living	environment,	says	Sokolowski.	Start	by	scraping	up	as	much	of	the	mess	as	possible.	Then,	clean	the	areas	by	scrubbing	them	with	water	and	a	pet-safe	detergent.	If	odors	remain,	sprinkle	the	area	with	baking	soda,	let	it	sit,	then	vacuum.	Keep	your	cat	from	scratching	your	furniture	by	purchasing	a	scratching	post.	"Cats	can
scratch	to	mark	their	territory	and	sharpen	their	claws,"	says	Sokolowski.		Offering	designated	scratching	surfaces	can	redirect	this	behavior	away	from	furniture	and	other	areas	of	your	home.	Enjoy	sharper	detail,	more	accurate	color,	lifelike	lighting,	believable	backgrounds,	and	more	with	our	new	model	update.	Your	generated	images	will	be	more
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stickiness	of	duct	tape	makes	it	perfect	for	a	makeshift	pet	hair	remover	and	this	method	is	faster	than	vacuuming.	It	also	works	on	seats	in	vehicles.	A	sponge	or	cloth	wrapped	with	duct	tape	works	great	for	getting	into	corners.	Wrap	duct	tape	around	a	paint	roller	cover,	sticky	side	out.	Roll	the	paint	cover	over	furniture	or	carpet	to	pick	up	the	pet
hair.	Add	more	tape	as	the	surface	gets	full	of	hair.	Once	you're	done	removing	hair,	learn	how	to	clean	a	microfiber	couch	here.	Plus:	Kitchen	Cleaning	Checklist:	11	Tips	for	a	Clean	Kitchen	2	/	19	Family	Handyman	I’ve	read	many	hints	that	advise	the	reader	to	cut	off	the	tops	of	gallon-size	plastic	jugs	and	use	them	for	funnels.	I’ve	found	that	if	you
replace	the	cap	after	cutting	the	top	off,	you	can	use	the	top	for	a	scoop	for	handling	potting	soil,	fertilizer	or	pet	food.	The	no-scratch	plastic	also	makes	the	jug/scoop	ideal	for	bailing	water	out	of	your	boat.	—reader	Ray	Dean	For	this	scoop,	we	used	an	empty	half-gallon	milk	jug	and	angled	the	cut	so	that	the	side	opposite	the	handle	is	slightly
longer,	more	like	a	scoop	than	a	funnel.	However,	as	Ray	notes	above,	this	scoop	can	also	be	used	as	a	funnel	by	simply	removing	the	milk	jug	cap.	It	helps	to	draw	the	cut	line	with	a	marker	first,	and	then	clean	up	any	sharp	or	rough	edges	with	the	scissors	after	the	initial	cut.	These	genius	ideas	will	save	you	time	and	trouble	during	home
improvement	projects.	And	each	costs	less	than	$5	to	do!	3	/	19	Family	HandymanEnzyme	products	are	easy	to	use	on	pet	stains—just	spray	or	blot	them	on	the	stain	according	to	the	directions.	The	products	contain	harmless	bacteria	that	'eat'	the	organic	matter	that	causes	the	odor.	When	the	organic	matter	is	gone,	the	bacteria	run	out	of	food	and
die.	The	whole	process	will	take	anywhere	from	a	few	hours	to	a	few	days.	Some	manufacturers	recommend	covering	the	area	with	plastic	or	a	wet	cloth	to	keep	the	bacteria	moist	and	healthy.	Get	rid	of	other	bad	smells	in	the	house.	Buy	some	Petzyme	now	on	Amazon.	5	/	19	Family	Handyman	Some	dogs	love	to	gnaw	on	electrical	cords	around	the
house.	This	is	not	only	dangerous	but	also	really	irritating	when	they	destroy	your	computer	cables.	Solve	the	problem	by	wrapping	the	cords	with	a	split	flexible	plastic	conduit	that	you	get	at	home	centers	and	automotive	stores.	Just	cut	the	length	you	need	and	push	the	cords	into	the	pre-split	slot.	Your	dog	will	soon	lose	interest	in	the	cords	(so	you
have	time	to	fix	them).	Now	if	you	could	just	get	him	to	stop	chewing	up	your	slippers!	6	/	19	Family	HandymanTo	train	your	pets	to	stay	off	furniture,	place	plastic	carpet	protectors—prickly	side	up—on	their	favorite	perch.	Available	in	office	supply	stores	and	the	carpet/flooring	department	of	home	centers,	the	protectors	can	be	cut	to	the	size	you
need	with	a	scissors	or	a	utility	knife.	The	plastic	teeth	will	train	your	pet	to	associate	the	couch	with	'uncomfortable.'	Soon	they	will	seek	cozier	spots	to	relax	on	and	leave	the	easy	chair	to	you.	Just	remember	to	remove	the	protector	before	you	sit	down.	Here	are	a	few	tips	for	getting	pet	hair	off	the	couch.	Plus:	Secret	Cleaning	Tips	From	the	Pros	7
/	19	Family	HandymanIf	you	have	a	shedding	pet,	StickySheets	can	make	cleaning	up	after	it	a	lot	easier.	Just	peel	off	the	backing,	press	the	sheet	against	the	furniture,	then	pull	it	up.	The	hair	sticks	to	the	sheet,	but	the	24	x	36-in.	sheets	won't	stick	to	each	other,	making	application	easier.	The	sheets	can	be	reused	up	to	three	times.	The
manufacturer	claims	that	Americans	spend	more	than	200	million	hours	cleaning	up	more	than	25,000	tons	of	pet	hair	each	year.	If	that's	true,	then	StickySheets	can	save	a	lot	of	time.	Buy	StickySheets	now	on	Amazon.	Psst!	This	FurZapper	pet	hair	remover	doesn't	disappoint,	either.	8	/	19	Family	Handyman	For	a	calmer	and	easier	bath	time,	make
a	dog	washing	station	in	your	shower.	Cover	the	drain	with	a	hair	catcher	to	prevent	fur	from	clogging	it.	Cut	a	hole	in	a	bath	mat	so	it	fits	over	the	drain	and	lay	it	in	the	shower	to	prevent	your	dog	from	slipping	around.	Using	a	handheld	sprayer	gives	you	more	control	and	lets	you	avoid	spraying	water	into	your	pet’s	ears.	Everyone	involved	will	find
bath	day	a	whole	lot	more	pleasant.	Plus,	these	are	the	things	you’ve	always	wanted	to	ask	your	dog	to	find	out	why	they	do	certain	things.	Also,	explore	the	best	dog	wipes	for	your	furry	friend’s	hygiene	care.	10	/	19	Family	Handyman	The	trick	to	get	rid	of	cat	smell	might	be	in	your	pantry.	Use	this	handy	hint	if	there’s	a	funky	pet	smell	lurking	in
your	couch	or	upholstered	chair:	Sprinkle	a	generous	amount	of	regular	baking	soda	onto	the	fabric	and	let	it	sit	for	at	least	20	minutes.	The	baking	soda	will	help	to	release	odors	and	break	up	some	light	stains	in	the	fabric.	After	about	20	minutes,	remove	the	baking	soda—and	the	funky	smell—with	a	handheld	vacuum	or	a	hose	attachment	for	your
large	vacuum.	Check	out	these	40	perfect	pet	projects	to	show	your	pet	some	love.	12	/	19	Family	HandymanIt's	not	fancy,	but	it's	a	cheap	way	to	keep	litter	in	the	litter	box	where	it	belongs.	Trace	an	opening	on	one	end	of	a	plastic	storage	container,	then	push	a	sharp	razor	knife	into	the	plastic	and	cut	out	the	opening.	Pour	in	the	litter	and	your	cat
will	figure	out	the	rest.	14	/	19	Family	HandymanProtect	your	doors	from	your	dog's	claws	with	a	sheet	of	plastic.	Buy	1/8-in.	or	thinner	Plexiglas	or	plastic	at	any	home	center.	Cut	the	Plexiglas	so	it	fits	just	inside	the	door	jambs	and	is	1	ft.	higher	than	the	reach	of	your	dog.	Most	home	centers	will	cut	the	Plexiglas	for	you,	but	you	can	also	cut	it	with
a	utility	knife	and	a	straightedge.	(If	you	have	a	large	dog	and	need	plastic	above	the	doorknob,	use	a	3-in.	hole	saw	to	make	a	cutout	for	the	knob.)	Mount	the	Plexiglas	to	the	door	with	3/4-in.	roundhead	wood	screws.	Or	you	can	try	a	digital	doggie	door.	15	/	19	Family	HandymanKeep	your	cats	off	the	couch	with	aluminum	foil.	Tear	off	a	piece	of	foil
long	enough	to	cover	the	top	of	your	couch,	and	set	it	on	the	cushions.	The	feel	and	sound	of	the	foil	drives	cats	nuts	and	they'll	immediately	jump	off.	Plus:	Cleaning	Tips	to	Reduce	Household	Dust	16	/	19	Family	HandymanIf	you	wash	your	dog	in	the	bathtub	or	shower,	you're	begging	for	a	clogged	drain.	Keep	fur	out	of	the	drain	with	a	mesh-type
scrubbing	pad.	In	a	shower,	clip	the	pad	to	the	drain	plate	with	a	bobby	pin.	In	a	bathtub,	wedge	two	pads	under	the	stopper	from	two	sides.	The	pads	catch	fur	but	let	water	flow	through.	17	/	19	Family	HandymanSome	dogs	can't	grasp	the	idea	that	you	don't	have	to	climb	into	the	water	dish	to	take	a	drink.	So	rather	than	refilling	their	dishes	10
times	a	day,	make	a	tip-proof	watering	dish	out	of	an	old	Bundt	cake	pan.	Drive	a	stake	through	the	hole	in	the	middle	of	the	pan.	Now	your	dog	will	have	to	find	some	other	source	of	amusement.	18	/	19	Family	Handyman	In	the	summertime,	a	favorite	destination	for	ants	is	often	a	pet’s	food	bowl.	Here’s	a	simple	way	to	keep	them	out	of	your	dog	or
cat’s	food:	Set	the	dish	in	a	pan	of	water.Not	only	does	it	keep	the	ants	out	of	the	pet	food,	but	your	pet	can	take	a	gulp	of	water	from	the	pan	whenever	he	or	she	needs	a	drink.	Keep	the	rest	of	your	home	clear	of	ants,	too.	19	/	19	Family	HandymanEvery	once	in	a	while	pets	get	into	something	they	shouldn't	and	lumber	inside	bringing	a	nasty	smell
indoors.	One	way	to	get	rid	of	those	bad	smells	is	AtmosKlear.	It	can	be	spritzed	directly	on	the	pet!	AtmosKlear	has	no	smell	of	its	own.	It	doesn't	leave	your	room	(or	pet)	smelling	like	flowers,	cinnamon	or	incense.	What	the	odorless	formula	does	is	eliminate,	not	cover	up,	smells.	The	formula	is	an	oxidizer.	It	must	contact	the	odor	source	in	order	to
work.	From	pets	to	tobacco	to	general	household	odors	to	smelly	carpet	in	your	car,	this	stuff	works	great.	It's	biodegradable,	nontoxic	and,	according	to	the	manufacturer,	creates	no	problems	for	people	sensitive	to	chemical	air	fresheners.	Bonus	tip:	Spritz	AtmosKlear	onto	your	furnace	filter	and	turn	on	the	furnace	fan.	You'll	freshen	the	whole
house.	Buy	some	AtmosKlear	now	on	Amazon.	Up	next,	check	out	these	top-rated	pet	safe	cleaning	products.			There’s	no	doubt	that	our	pets	bring	unconditional	love	into	our	lives—but	they	often	bring	a	mess	into	our	homes,	too.	Whether	they're	shedding	on	the	furniture	or	tracking	in	muddy	paw	prints,	keeping	a	house	clean	while	living	with	pets
can	feel	like	a	never-ending	battle.	And	let’s	not	forget	their	distinct	aroma,	especially	when	they’re	overdue	for	a	bath.	Luckily,	there	are	plenty	of	simple	cleaning	hacks	that	every	pet	owner	can	implement	to	keep	their	home	as	pristine	as	possible.	Trying	even	a	few	on	this	list	will	improve	the	look,	feel,	and	smell	of	your	space,	though	we
recommend	making	them	all	a	habit	so	you	(and	your	pets)	can	enjoy	a	cleaner	home.	Even	short-haired	dogs	and	cats	can	leave	fur	all	over	your	home.	The	key	is	to	catch	it	as	soon	as	you	see	pet	hair	clinging	to	the	couch,	carpet,	baseboards,	or	any	other	surface	in	your	home.	Try	these	techniques	using	everyday	items	to	tackle	pet	hair	with	ease.
Clean	your	furniture	with	rubber	gloves:	Run	a	damp	rubber	glove	over	upholstered	furniture.	Hair	will	stick	to	it,	collecting	in	clumps	you	can	easily	pick	up.	It’s	a	quick,	free,	and	satisfying	way	to	clean	pet	hair	from	couches,	chairs,	and	benches.	Grab	a	shower	squeegee:	The	same	tool	you	use	to	dry	glass	shower	doors	or	clean	windows	can	also
remove	pet	hair	from	carpets	and	rugs.	Drag	a	squeegee	across	the	top	to	pull	out	tuffs	of	hair,	making	it	much	easier	to	vacuum	up.	Collect	fur	with	dryer	sheets:	If	you	haven’t	yet	tried	using	dryer	sheets	to	clean	your	home,	you’re	missing	out.	From	baseboards	to	furniture,	dryer	sheets	not	only	remove	dust,	hair,	and	debris,	but	their	wax	coating
actually	assists	in	fending	it	off	in	the	future.	So	long	as	they’re	safe	to	use	around	pets,	try	running	a	scented	dryer	sheet	along	areas	where	their	hair	tends	to	collect	to	leave	a	lingering	sweet	smell	behind.	Use	a	lint	roller:	Not	just	for	laundry,	a	lint	roller	can	remove	piles	of	pet	hair	in	the	blink	of	an	eye.	Simply	roll	it	along	any	surface,	hard	or
soft,	where	you	notice	pet	hair	gathering.	Sure,	your	pet's	little	head	and	furry	toes	might	not	bother	you,	but	sometimes,	pets	can	downright	smell.	While	a	bath	or	fresh	litter	box	might	be	in	order,	there	are	a	few	other	ways	to	cut	down	on	odors	in	the	house.	Use	baking	soda:	Baking	soda	is	a	multi-purpose	cleaner	that	can	be	used	to	scrub	almost
anything	in	your	home—but	it	also	acts	as	a	natural	odor	neutralizer.	Sprinkle	it	over	carpets,	rugs,	and	your	pet’s	bedding.	Let	it	sit	for	15–20	minutes,	then	vacuum	the	powder	(and	the	smell!)	right	up.	Reach	for	activated	charcoal:	Another	odor	absorber,	activated	charcoal,	can	leave	even	the	stinkiest	spots	(think	your	sneakers	after	a	workout)
smelling	fresh	and	clean.	Use	it	to	curb	pet	odors	by	leaving	small	bags	of	activated	charcoal	in	areas	where	odors	linger,	like	litter	boxes	or	pet	beds.	Whether	you’re	house-training	a	new	puppy	or	dealing	with	a	sick	pet,	accidents	are	bound	to	happen.	Employing	the	right	products	and	addressing	them	immediately	is	the	key	to	keeping	stains	(and
their	subsequent	odors)	at	bay.	Embrace	enzymes:	Enzyme-based	cleaners	are	ideal	for	pet	messes	because	they	break	down	the	proteins	that	cause	both	odors	and	stains.	They	also	neutralize	smells,	preventing	your	pet	from	having	a	repeat	accident	in	the	same	spot.	Always	keep	a	bottle	on	hand	and	follow	the	instructions	to	remove	the	mishap	as
soon	as	you	notice	it.	Mix	a	vinegar	solution:	Like	baking	soda,	white	vinegar	is	a	powerful,	non-toxic	way	to	clean	your	home	from	top	to	bottom.	To	eradicate	pet	stains	from	most	surfaces,	blot	or	wipe	as	much	as	possible	with	a	clean,	dry	cloth.	Then,	spray	equal	parts	vinegar	and	water	directly	onto	the	area.	Let	it	sit	for	ten	minutes	before	blotting
or	wiping	again.	Not	only	will	the	vinegar	clean	the	stain,	it	will	also	neutralize	any	residual	odor.	Clean	with	hydrogen	peroxide:	Yet	another	pantry	staple,	hydrogen	peroxide	will	go	toe	to	toe	with	even	the	most	stubborn	pet	stains.	Combine	it	with	baking	soda	and	a	small	amount	of	mild	soap	(like	Dawn	dish	soap)	to	create	a	paste.	Add	it	directly	to
the	soiled	area	and	let	it	sit	for	ten	to	thirty	minutes,	depending	on	the	severity	of	the	stain.	After	the	fizzy	action	has	done	its	job,	rinse	the	solution	away	and	pat	dry.	Preventing	pet	hair	pileups,	stains,	and	smells	will	go	a	long	way	in	keeping	your	home	clean	and	reducing	your	cleaning	efforts.	In	fact,	preventative	measures	are	just	as	important	as
addressing	active	messes.	Plus,	it’s	healthier	for	your	pets	and	allows	them	to	thrive.	Invest	in	furniture	covers:	Machine-washable	covers	or	throws	for	couches,	chairs,	and	beds	are	a	game	changer.	If	you	haven’t	invested	yet,	you’ll	be	amazed	at	how	much	time	and	elbow	grease	you’ll	save	once	you	do.	Simply	toss	them	onto	the	furniture	where
your	pets	commonly	lay,	then	toss	them	in	the	washer	at	least	once	a	week	to	keep	them	fresh	and	smelling	clean.	Wash	toys	frequently:	The	blankets	and	stuffies	they	cuddle	with	daily	should	be	washed	regularly	in	hot	water	(and	a	pet-friendly	detergent)	to	prevent	odor,	bacteria,	and	dirt	from	building	up.	Either	hand	wash	their	hard	toys,	like
rubber	chews,	or	run	them	through	the	dishwasher	on	the	top	rack	using	pet-safe	soap.	Sanitize	food	and	water	bowls:	Just	as	we	wash	our	dishes	after	every	meal,	our	pets	deserve	fresh	bowls	too.	Wash	them	daily	with	hot,	soapy	water	or	in	the	dishwasher	to	prevent	bacteria	and	germs	and	keep	them	sanitary	for	your	precious	pet.	Wipe	paws
frequently:	Leave	a	container	of	wipes	or	a	rag	near	your	entryway	so	you	can	quickly	clean	your	pet’s	paws	after	each	outdoor	adventure.	Getting	into	this	habit	prevents	dirt,	mud,	and	more	from	being	tracked	inside,	meaning	you’ll	spend	less	time	cleaning	the	floors.	Groom	regularly:	Brushing	your	pet	regularly	can	reduce	shedding	and	prevent
hair	from	spreading	throughout	your	home.	Short-haired	pets	may	require	a	quick	brush	once	weekly,	whereas	long-haired	breeds	can	benefit	from	daily	grooming	sessions.	Trimming	your	pet's	nails	is	also	important,	as	long	nails	can	scratch	floors	and	furniture.	Regular	nail	maintenance	not	only	protects	your	surfaces	but	also	your	skin	from	their
playful	scratches.	We	know	that	mess	happens.	Pets	often	roll	around	in	the	dirt	outside	and	track	the	mess	inside	your	home,	they	shed,	and	sometimes,	they	might	have	a	potty	accident	or	get	sick	on	the	rug.It	wouldn’t	be	a	big	deal	at	all	to	handle	—	except	many	conventional	cleaning	products	contain	ingredients	that	are	unsafe	to	use	around	dogs
and	cats.	Even	products	labeled	as	“green”	or	“natural”	can	cause	skin,	respiratory,	or	gastrointestinal	irritation	(or	internal	bleeding).That’s	why	we’re	showing	you	exactly	how	you	can	keep	a	clean	home	and	keep	your	pets	safe	with	these	12	cleaning	tricks.1.	Set	up	a	pet	cleaning	stationStop	the	mess	where	it	starts	and	create	a	cleaning	station	in
your	entryway,	mudroom,	or	by	a	side	or	back	door.	Here’s	a	quick	checklist	of	items	for	any	home	cleaning	station:​Hooks.	Attach	hooks	near	the	doorway(s)	to	neatly	store	leashes,	waste	bags,	and	other	walking	accessories.Rug.	Put	a	doormat	at	any	entrances	for	you	and	Fido	to	wipe	your	feet	before	entering	the	house.	Pro	tip:	Place	a	towel	or
washable	rug	on	top	of	any	bulky,	hard-to-wash	entryway	rug	that	you	can	scoop	up	and	throw	into	the	laundry.Basket	of	towels.	Keep	a	decorative	basket	filled	with	towels	near	the	door	to	wipe	any	dripping	mess	off	your	pup.	If	there’s	no	room	for	a	basket	of	towels,	keep	some	packs	of	paw	wipes	near	the	door	to	give	paws	a	quick	clean.Washing
tub.	If	you	have	a	larger	budget	and	are	up	for	a	bit	of	renovating,	you	can	add	a	washing	tub	right	in	your	mudroom	or	entryway.	This	bathing	station	should	include	everything	you	need	to	wash	your	dog’s	fur	after	an	especially	muddy	adventure,	including	plumbing	for	a	sprayer	and	a	drain.​We	know	this	will	take	some	upfront	cost	and	effort	—	but
we	promise	you	that	a	clean	house	(and	clean	furniture)	will	make	it	100%	worth	it.2.	Brush	and	bathe	your	dogs	regularlyTo	keep	your	home	clear	of	any	unwelcome	pests,	you	want	to	make	sure	you	prevent	fleas	on	your	furry	friends.	And	if	you	start	finding	any	critters,	you’ll	want	to	get	rid	of	the	fleas	as	quickly	as	possible.Start	with	regular
brushing	sessions	and	baths	for	your	pets.	Bathe	dogs	about	once	every	three	months.	Cats	generally	don’t	need	you	to	bathe	them	unless	their	fur	is	really	dirty,	but	you	can	help	groom	them	with	brushing.	Frequent	brushing,	about	once	every	few	days,	will	also	give	you	a	chance	to	look	for	fleas	and	stop	them	before	they	become	a	serious
problem.3.	Invest	in	a	quality	vacuumWhen	it	comes	to	keeping	a	house	clean	with	pets,	a	vacuum	is	one	of	the	most	powerful	tools	to	stock	in	your	arsenal.	A	high-quality	vacuum	can	suck	up	pet	hair,	dirt	that	gets	dragged	in	after	an	afternoon	rolling	in	the	grass,	and	even	kibble	or	treat	crumbs.The	best	vacuum	is	one	that	you	enjoy	using.	If	you
have	hardwood	floors,	find	a	vacuum	that	glides	over	these	hard	surfaces	with	ease.	Consider	a	two-in-one	vacuum	with	a	detachable,	hand-held	portion	that	can	clean	fur	off	the	couch	just	as	easily	as	it	cleans	the	floors.	If	you	hate	winding	and	unwinding	the	cord	and	moving	the	plug	from	outlet	to	outlet,	consider	a	rechargeable	or	cordless
vacuum.4.	Let’s	not	forget	about	cat	litterAside	from	pet	fur,	cat	litter	is	another	pesky	reality	of	pet	ownership.	Cats	can	track	their	litter	from	the	bathroom	to	the	kitchen.	To	minimize	the	mess,	start	by	putting	the	litter	box	in	a	private	area.	You	could	even	place	the	litter	box	in	a	closet	or	bathroom	and	add	a	pet	door	to	the	door.	Even	a	covered
litter	box	offers	more	protection	against	litter	tracking.​Place	the	litter	box	on	a	litter	mat	to	collect	any	spare	litter.	Switch	to	a	dust-free	or	lower-tracking	litter	option.	Keep	litter	boxes	clean	daily,	and	use	a	vacuum	or	broom	to	sweep	up	any	litter	that	is	tracked	around	the	litter	box.Be	sure	to	clean	this	regularly	to	avoid	persistent	odors.	Your
housemates	and	pets	will	thank	you!5.	Stay	on	top	of	pest	controlIf	you	find	fleas,	talk	to	your	vet	about	treatment	options.	You	may	need	flea	collars,	flea	sprays	or	other	flea	medications,	flea	shampoo	alternatives,	or	other	remedies	to	quickly	eradicate	any	critters.	⚠		Frequent	baths,	combing	out	extra	pet	hair,	and	shampooing	the	carpets	can	all	be
helpful	steps	to	prevent	fleas	before	they	happen,	and	eradicate	them	once	they	arrive.6.	Protect	your	furnitureFrom	sharp	claws	to	shedding	fur,	pets	can	be	destructive	to	furniture.	But	you	don’t	have	to	ban	your	pets	from	the	sofa.	Cuddle	up	with	confidence	by	investing	in	durable	products	that	can	withstand	the	claws	when	Fluffy	jumps	up	to	the
cushions	or	frequent	washings	when	the	pillows	and	throws	get	covered	in	fur.​Also,	consider	furniture	and	blankets	that	are	also	stain-resistant	in	case	of	mud	or	potty	accidents.	For	rugs,	opt	for	indoor-outdoor	options	that	are	easy	to	spot-clean	if	there	is	a	cat	pee	or	dog	poop	incident.7.	Stock	a	pet-safe	cleaning	caddyThe	key	to	keeping	your	home
clean	with	pets	is	to	tackle	messes	as	soon	as	possible.	A	great	way	to	do	this	is	to	have	all	of	your	pet-related	cleaning	supplies	in	one	caddy,	so	you	can	grab	and	go.	We	recommend	stocking	your	caddy	with	some	or	all	of	the	following	items:​Rubber	gloves.	Pet	messes	can	be	pretty	gross,	so	have	a	pair	of	rubber	cleaning	gloves	handy.Paper	towels
or	cleaning	cloths.	Have	paper	towels,	microfiber	cloths,	or	clean	rags	ready	to	pick	up	poop	or	wipe	up	spills.Trash	bags.	Instead	of	running	back	and	forth	from	the	mess	to	the	trash	can,		toss	all	the	dirty	paper	towels	and	waste	in	a	trash	bag	you	have	handy	in	the	caddy.Soft-bristled	brush.	To	help	lift	any	stains	before	they	settle	into	carpet	or
upholstery,	use	a	soft-bristled	brush	and	your	preferred	pet-safe	cleaner	to	scrub	the	surface.	Just	don’t	use	a	soft-bristled	brush	to	clean	up	poop,	or	it	can	make	the	stain	worse.Pet-safe	cleaners.	Choose	an	enzymatic	cleaner,	one	with	enzymes	designed	to	break	down	stains	and	odors,	to	clean	up	urine.	Make	your	own	cleaner	with	1	tablespoon	of
dish	soap,	1	tablespoon	of	vinegar,	and	2	cups	of	warm	water.	(Be	sure	to	test	a	small	area	of	your	carpet	first	to	avoid	discoloration!)Baking	soda.	Baking	soda	is	a	pet-safe	workhorse	when	it	comes	to	lifting	stains	and	neutralizing	odors.8.	Regularly	clean	pet	toys	and	accessoriesYou	wash	your	own	coats	and	blankets	every	so	often,	so	you	should
also	be	washing	the	items	your	pet	regularly	uses.	Pets	drool	on	toys,	and	their	beds,	leads,	and	collars	can	also	get	pretty	grimy	over	time.Here’s	how	often	you	should	consider	laundering	your	pet	items:​Toys.	Think	of	the	hours	your	pet	spends	chewing	and	drooling	on	their	toys.	These	need	to	be	washed	often,	about	every	two	weeks.Pet	beds.	Dirt,
hair,	and	bacteria	can	build	up	in	pet	beds,	so	you’ll	want	to	keep	them	clean	and	prevent	unpleasant	odors.	To	clean	pet	beds,	start	by	vacuuming	up	excess	fur.	Wash	the	bed	every	two	weeks	either	by	hand	or	in	the	washing	machine.	Follow	the	instruction	label	carefully	for	washing	and	drying	instructions,	as	not	all	beds	are	washer-	or	dryer-
safe.Leads	and	collars.	Give	leads	and	collars	a	good	soaking	about	once	a	month	or	any	time	they	are	visibly	dirty.	If	you	have	durable	accessories,	you	can	toss	them	right	in	the	wash	with	your	usual	laundry.	Otherwise,	you	can	soak	collars	and	leashes	in	hot,	soapy	water	for	about	10	minutes.9.	Let	in	fresh	airNothing	makes	a	home	smell	fresh
quite	like	cracking	open	some	windows	on	a	breezy	day.	Opening	windows	when	the	temperatures	are	warm	is	a	great	remedy	to	clear	out	stale	air	as	well	as	pet	dander.	While	opening	the	windows	in	the	winter	isn’t	as	pleasant,	you	can	still	refresh	your	home	by	opening	some	windows	for	about	10	minutes	at	a	time.10.	Use	trays	to	tidy	upThere	are
multiple	ways	to	incorporate	trays	for	a	clean	home.	Start	by	placing	a	tray	beneath	dog	bowls	to	catch	any	slobber,	water	spills,	and	stray	pet	food	that	misses	your	pet’s	mouth.	It’ll	keep	you	from	sweeping	and	mopping	the	floor	every	time	your	pet	gets	a	bite	of	food	or	sip	of	water—simply	clean	up	the	tray	once	at	the	end	of	the	day.​(Don’t	forget	to
clean	under	there	once	in	a	while	too,	to	keep	your	floor	from	getting	dingy.)11.	Try	latex	glovesPet	hair	is	a	reality	for	most	pet	owners,	and	while	a	lint	roller	can	help	clear	off	the	couch	before	your	guests	arrive,	it	can	be	annoying	and	wasteful	to	rip	off	sheet	after	sheet	trying	to	pick	up	fur	regularly.	While	sustainable	lint	rollers	are	great	for	going
green,	they	might	lose	effectiveness	over	time—leaving	many	pet	parents	looking	for	an	alternative	solution.​Here’s	a	trick:	Use	latex	gloves,	like	the	ones	you	wear	to	wash	dishes.	Simply	put	on	the	gloves,	and	rub	your	hand	along	the	furniture	to	quickly	collect	fur.	Duct	tape	and	dryer	sheets	also	work	wonders	at	gathering	pet	fur.	For	rugs,
furniture,	or	other	upholstery,	use	a	squeegee	to	collect	fur.12.	Give	at-home	pedicures	with	a	doggie	dremelKeep	your	dog’s	nails	trimmed	to	minimize	the	amount	of	dirt	they	track	in	and	keep	your	furnishings	and	floors	safer	from	punctures	and	scratches.	Plan	to	trim	your	pup’s	nails	about	every	three	to	four	weeks.	The	nail	clipping	process	can
be	intimidating	for	pups	and	pet	parents	alike,	but	maintain	a	calm	demeanor	and	voice	to	make	Fido	feel	at	ease.Safe	household	cleaners	for	petsSome	cleaning	ingredients	are	toxic	to	pets,	such	as	bleach,	alcohol,	and	even	essential	oils.	If	you	do	use	them,	keep	these	and	other	cleaning	products	stowed	away	where	pets	cannot	access	them.	While
cleaning,	make	sure	pets	are	put	somewhere	safe	until	you	are	done	and	the	products	have	fully	dried.Here	are	a	few	cleaning	ingredients	considered	pet-safe,	but	even	these	should	be	kept	in	a	safe	place:​Accelerated	hydrogen	peroxide	(AHP).	Accelerated	hydrogen	peroxide	is	a	more	stable	ingredient	than	hydrogen	peroxide	and	is	generally
regarded	as	safe	for	pets.	It	can	disinfect	surfaces	more	efficiently	and	safely	than	hydrogen	peroxide.Vinegar.	Vinegar	is	a	great	household	cleaner	that	can	kill	some	bacteria,	viruses,	and	even	fungi.Dish	soap.	While	it	isn’t	safe	for	washing	pets	with,	dish	soap	can	be	used	for	pet-safe	household	cleaning.Baking	soda.	Baking	soda	is	ideal	for
neutralizing	odors,	and	you	can	mix	it	with	water	to	make	a	cleaning	paste	or	with	vinegar	for	a	powerful	all-purpose	cleaner.Lemon	juice.	Like	vinegar,	lemon	juice	is	a	powerful	cleaner	that	can	even	help	lift	stains.	Plus,	it	has	a	pleasant,	clean	smell.Keep	these	household	products	out	of	reachMany	cleaners,	even	if	they	are	marketed	as	“natural,”
can	be	dangerous	to	pets.	Pet	parents	should	avoid	these	ingredients,	or	at	least	keep	them	well	out	of	reach	from	pets.​Bleaches.	Both	regular	and	non-chlorine	bleaches	are	toxic	to	pets,	even	if	they	are	just	one	ingredient	in	a	cleaning	product.Phenols.	Watch	out	for	ingredients	containing	“phenol”	or	sometimes	“sol.”	These	chemical	compounds	are
found	in	many	cleaning	products,	like	floor	cleaners	and	cleaning	wipes.Alcohols.	Rubbing	alcohol	or	isopropyl	alcohol	is	toxic	to	pets	and	may	cause	vomiting,	disorientation,	seizures,	and	other	serious	health	issues	if	ingested.Ammonia.	Humans	need	to	use	extreme	caution	when	using	ammonia,	so	it’s	no	surprise	this	cleaning	ingredient	should	not
be	used	around	pets.	Ammonia	can	cause	skin,	stomach,	or	eye	damage	to	pets	and	may	even	lead	to	death	with	extended	exposure.Essentialoils.	They	might	smell	nice	to	you,	but	pure	essential	oils	can	be	toxic	to	dogs	and	cats,	even	just	from	inhaling	them.Frequently	asked	questionsHow	do	I	keep	my	house	from	smelling	like	my	dog?You	love	your
furry	friend,	but	the	smell	of	dogs	throughout	the	house	is	just	not	pleasant.	Instead	of	using	air	freshener	sprays	or	essential	oils,	start	by	cracking	open	some	windows	to	bring	in	some	fresh	air.	If	it’s	been	a	while	since	Fido	had	a	thorough	wash,	bathe	them,	and	make	sure	to	wash	their	bed,	toys,	leash,	and	collar	to	further	remove	smells.	Vacuum
floors,	furniture,	and	other	fabrics	throughout	the	house	often	to	keep	your	home	from	holding	pet	odors.How	do	I	clean	my	house	with	a	lot	of	dog	hair?You’ll	need	to	be	diligent	about	daily	cleaning	to	minimize	the	amount	of	dog	hair	in	your	home.	Pick	up	pet	hair	from	surfaces	with	rubber	gloves,	lint	rollers,	or	squeegees.	Make	sure	to	vacuum
surfaces	and	sweep	the	floors	often.	Also,	get	into	a	habit	of	brushing	your	pup’s	fur	every	few	days	(outdoors,	if	possible)	to	help	collect	loose	fur	before	it	is	shed	all	over	the	house.How	often	should	I	bathe	my	dog?Bathe	your	dog	about	once	every	few	months	or	when	they	are	visibly	dirty,	like	after	a	muddy	walk.​	We	may	receive	a	commission	on
purchases	made	from	links.	Pets	are	a	beloved	member	of	the	family,	and	many	of	us	can't	imagine	life	without	our	furry	friends.	The	trade-off?	A	home	with	purring	cats,	scrappy	pooches,	and	other	animals	can	get	dirty	and	smelly	pretty	quickly.	Frequent	cleaning	is	a	must	for	keeping	on	top	of	pet	messes,	and	you	can	make	the	task	even	easier
with	a	few	tips	in	mind.	From	tackling	shedding	fur	to	muddy	paw	prints,	we've	rounded	up	some	tips	that	will	help	you	clean	more	effectively.	To	keep	up	with	demand,	the	market	is	flush	with	pet-friendly	cleaning	products,	from	specialized	stain	removers	to	robotic	litter	boxes.	We've	included	some	helpful	products	in	this	guide,	but	if	you're	on	a
budget,	we	have	plenty	of	tips	that	utilize	what	you	might	already	have	around	the	house.	Keep	your	home	more	tidy,	fresh,	and	pet-friendly	with	these	tried-and-tested	home	cleaning	tips	for	pet	owners.	Many	common	cleaning	products	can	be	dangerous	for	pets,	including	those	containing	bleach,	ammonia,	isopropyl	alcohol,	and	hydrogen	peroxide.
It's	still	possible	to	use	these	products	around	pets	—	just	make	sure	to	always	follow	the	label	instructions	and	store	chemicals	safely.	For	example,	diluted	bleach	solutions	and	many	cleaners	are	safe	to	use	around	pets	(and	recommended	by	the	CDC	for	disinfecting),	as	long	as	you	rinse	off	any	residue	and	let	the	surface	dry	before	animals	have
access.	But	you	don't	always	need	to	disinfect	surfaces,	so	why	not	use	a	safer	option	for	day-to-day?	Consider	swapping	to	pet-safe	cleaners.	One	budget-friendly	way	to	do	so	is	to	make	your	own	cleaner.	Soap	and	water	is	the	tried-and-true	cleaning	solution,	but	you	can	also	use	vinegar	and	baking	soda	to	freshen	up	your	home.	However,	just
because	an	ingredient	is	natural	doesn't	mean	you	shouldn't	use	caution.	For	example,	some	essential	oils	such	as	tea	tree,	cinnamon,	and	citrus	oil	are	toxic	to	animals,	so	they're	best	avoided	in	your	DIY	cleaning	solutions.	Pet-safe	cleaners	come	ready	to	use	and	have	effective	but	safer	ingredients	for	use	around	pets.	They	can	use	plant-based
ingredients,	enzymes,	and	surfactants	and	often	skip	the	fragrances	and	dyes	that	can	be	irritating	to	both	pets	and	people.	For	daily	cleaning,	a	product	like	the	CleanSmart	Daily	Surface	Cleaner	is	a	safer,	pet-friendly	disinfectant	that	doesn't	leave	a	chemical	residue	behind.		Many	pet	messes	are	of	a	biological	nature,	so	you'll	want	to	tackle	them
appropriately.	It's	not	the	same	as	cleaning	up	your	regular	dirt	and	dust!	Pet-specific	stain	and	odor	removers	can	be	more	effective	than	your	usual	cleaners	for	use	on	animal	droppings,	urine,	and	vomit.	They	often	have	enzymatic	ingredients	to	break	down	organic	matter	and	actually	clear	them	away	rather	than	just	cover	up	the	smell.	There	are
general	enzymatic	cleaners,	like	Nature's	Miracle	Stain	and	Odor	Remover,	or	more	specialized	formulas,	like	the	Urine	Destroyer	by	the	same	brand.		A	good	vacuum	is	a	must-have	for	any	shedding	pet,	but	there	are	some	other	tools	you	can	add	to	your	arsenal	for	easier	cleaning.	An	air	purifier	can	help	scrub	the	air	around	the	clock,	reducing	pet
dander	and	smells	in	the	air.	If	you	have	thick	carpets,	a	tool	like	the	FURemover	Pet	Hair	Rubber	Broom	can	lift	fur	that	a	vacuum	missed.	The	Uproot	Cleaner	Pro	Pet	Hair	Remover	is	a	similar	product	for	smaller	surfaces,	like	couches	and	pet	beds,	while	the	mini	Lilly	Brush	is	suited	for	removing	pet	hair	from	small	nooks	and	crannies.	Lint	rollers



are	also	a	useful	item	for	cleaning	up	fur	(use	them	on	surfaces	as	well	as	your	clothes).	A	larger	version	like	the	Chom	Chom	Roller	can	help	clean	more	hair	in	one	pass	from	the	couch	or	bed.	In	short,	it's	worth	investing	in	some	tools	that	will	make	your	cleaning	process	easier	and	more	effective.		Frequent	cleaning	is	the	best	way	to	reduce	pet
messes	and	odors	in	your	home.	Stick	to	a	schedule	to	make	sure	tasks	aren't	missed.	A	small	amount	of	daily	tidying	can	really	help	you	stay	on	top	of	cleaning.	A	good	habit	to	get	into	is	a	15-minute	daily	clean-up	routine.	Choose	a	room	and	arm	yourself	with	a	basket,	vacuum,	duster,	and	all-purpose	cleaner.	Set	a	15-minute	timer,	then	start	with
clearing	clutter	by	putting	it	into	the	basket	(don't	bother	returning	each	item	to	its	home	yet	—	it	wastes	cleaning	time.	You	can	put	items	away	after	the	15	minutes	is	up,	or	during	a	larger	weekly	clean).	Do	a	quick	run-through	with	the	vacuum	and	duster	to	pick	up	noticeable	patches	of	pet	hair	and	dust.	Wipe	down	frequently	used	surfaces	with
an	all-purpose	cleaner	to	clean	up	germs	and	grime.	The	key	here	is	to	do	a	general	quick	clean;	save	the	deep	cleaning	for	later.	There	are	two	spots	you	don't	want	to	miss:	Pet	bowls	and	litter	boxes	should	be	cleaned	daily	to	prevent	bacteria	and	odors.		On	top	of	a	daily	quick	clean,	many	cleaning	experts	recommend	a	bigger	deep	clean	once	a
week,	where	you'll	want	to	vacuum,	mop,	wipe	down	and	disinfect	surfaces.	You'll	also	want	to	change	the	sheets,	wash	pet	bedding,	and	clean	any	other	covers	(such	as	blankets	if	pets	spend	lots	of	time	on	the	bed	or	couch).	At	least	once	a	month,	take	the	time	to	wash	pet	clothing,	toys,	and	other	accessories,	including	emptying	and	cleaning	food
and	treat	containers.	Cleaning	up	after	pets	can	be	a	hassle,	but	nowadays,	you	don't	need	to	handle	every	task	by	yourself.	There	are	plenty	of	helpers	that	can	take	some	of	the	load	off,	from	taking	advantage	of	your	dishwasher	to	using	automated	robot	vacuums.	After	all,	the	more	convenient	it	feels	to	clean,	the	more	likely	you	are	to	do	it.	Robot
vacuums	can	clear	pet	hair	from	hard	floors	and	carpets,	and	while	they	won't	replace	a	deep	clean	with	a	full-size	vacuum,	they	will	help	you	stay	on	top	of	daily	messes.	A	model	like	the	iRobot	Roomba	i3+	EVO	(3550)	Robot	Vacuum	even	has	a	self-emptying	feature,	which	reduces	how	often	you	need	to	dump	out	the	bin.	Some	products	do	even
more	pet-specific	tasks.	For	example,	if	you	have	a	cat,	you	might	want	to	consider	the	Litter-Robot	3,	a	self-cleaning	robotic	litter	box	that	takes	care	of	this	messy	job	for	you.	These	top-of-the-line	accessories	can	be	expensive,	but	there	are	things	you	can	consider	if	you're	on	a	budget.	They'll	take	a	bit	more	effort	from	you,	but	can	still	cut	your
cleaning	time.	An	alternative	to	a	robot	litter	box	is	a	sifting	litter	box,	like	the	Petmate	Large	Sifting	Litter	Box,	which	some	cat	owners	find	easier	to	clean	compared	to	using	a	scoop.	You	should	also	always	check	accessories	for	cleaning	directions.	Some	items	can	be	thrown	in	the	dishwasher,	washing	machine,	or	dryer,	and	you	should	take
advantage	of	this	easier	cleaning	process	when	you	can.	To	stay	on	top	of	cleaning,	you	can	also	try	to	automate	your	own	habits	by	attaching	a	pet	cleaning	task	with	your	everyday	cleaning	tasks.	For	example,	you	can	wash	your	pet's	bowls	whenever	you	run	the	dishwasher	at	the	end	of	the	day.	If	you	have	an	extra	stinky	pooch	(or	you're	just
worried	you've	become	accustomed	to	your	pet's	smell),	a	deodorizing	routine	can	help	keep	your	home	extra	fresh.	You	can	tackle	some	odors	at	the	source.	Deodorizing	wipes	like	the	Wet	Ones	Deodorizing	Multi-Purpose	Wipes	can	help	keep	Fido	fresh	until	the	next	bath	day.	If	you	have	a	cat,	a	litter	box	odor	eliminator	can	help	reduce	smells.
Much	like	a	modern	diaper	pail,	a	dedicated	litter	pail	(the	Litter	Genie	Standard	Pail	is	a	highly-rated	pick)	can	keep	smells	contained.	When	it	comes	to	reducing	general	pet	smells,	the	first	(and	easiest)	step	is	to	air	out	the	house	as	often	as	you	can	by	opening	up	windows.	When	that's	not	possible,	take	advantage	of	the	odor-busting	powers	of
vinegar	and	baking	soda.	A	diluted	vinegar	spray	can	be	used	on	most	surfaces.	While	it	will	smell	like	vinegar	at	first,	the	smell	should	dissipate	once	it's	dried.	You	can	also	cover	stinky	surfaces	like	pet	beds	or	their	favorite	spot	on	the	couch	with	baking	soda.	Let	the	baking	soda	sit	for	a	few	minutes,	then	remove	it	by	sweeping	most	of	it	up	and
then	vacuuming	up	the	leftover	residue	(vacuuming	large	amounts	of	baking	soda	can	harm	your	machine).	If	you	keep	your	pet	contained	to	certain	areas,	this	can	also	help	contain	their	mess.	Consider	keeping	pets	out	of	carpeted	rooms	and	off	soft	furniture,	both	of	which	are	harder	to	clean	and	can	absorb	odors	more	than	hard	surfaces.	Even
better,	give	your	pets	their	own	furniture	and	accessories,	particularly	dishwasher-	and	machine-washable	items.	Pet	beds,	scratching	posts,	and	toys	can	keep	pets	occupied	and	in	their	own	space,	which	can	also	help	you	protect	your	living	areas.	You	can	keep	pet	areas	cleaner	with	a	range	of	accessories,	ranging	from	basic	to	pet-specific.	A	simple
bin	is	useful	for	tossing	pet	toys,	clothing,	and	accessories	into	for	a	quick	cleanup.	A	rubber	mat	like	the	Gorilla	Grip	Silicone	Pet	Feeding	Mat	is	great	for	under	pet	bowls.	Similarly,	the	Gorilla	Grip	Cat	Litter	Box	can	trap	stray	litter	as	cats	leave	the	litter	box.	It's	all	about	keeping	messes	in	their	place!		Muddy	paw	prints	and	scattered	foliage	don't
need	to	be	a	household	problem	if	you	have	the	right	entryway	setup.	Create	a	cleaning	station	near	your	front	door	to	wipe	fur	and	feet	and	prevent	tracking	dirt	into	the	house	—	for	dogs	and	even	cats	(if	you	can	catch	them	when	they	come	in).	Your	entryway	area	should	have	space	to	store	pet	items	that	commonly	go	in	and	out	of	the	home	(for
example,	dog	leashes,	collars,	and	doggy	poop	bags).	An	absorbent	and	soft	microfiber	doormat	can	help	catch	moisture	and	gently	clean	paws	as	pets	make	their	way	inside.	Though	it's	marketed	for	pups,	the	Dog	Gone	Smart	Dirty	Dog	Microfiber	Paw	Doormat	is	soft	underfoot	for	cats	as	well.	Dog	paw	washers	like	the	Dexas	MudBuster	Portable
Paw	Cleaner	are	useful	for	scrubbing	dog	paws	after	particularly	muddy	romps.	The	portable	cup	will	give	paws	a	more	thorough	clean	than	a	mat	without	needing	to	resort	to	the	bath.	Smaller	messes	can	be	cleaned	with	a	wet	wipe	designed	for	pets,	like	this	one	from	Wet	Ones	which	is	formulated	to	be	animal-safe.	Dirty	paws	are	just	one	part	of
the	equation;	pets	can	also	track	dirt,	leaves,	and	other	debris	indoors	on	their	fur.	Keep	a	brush	or	grooming	glove	near	the	front	entryway,	which	you	can	use	to	quickly	brush	bits	off	your	pet's	fur.	A	handy	silicone	grooming	glove	like	the	Petmate	89801	Furbuster	3-in-1	will	capture	debris	(and	get	rid	of	some	loose	fur	as	well).	Almost	any	cat
owner	knows	how	hard	it	is	to	keep	kitties	off	the	furniture,	and	this	rings	true	for	some	dog	owners	as	well.	Or,	if	you	just	love	to	sleep	with	your	pets	or	cuddle	them	while	you	watch	a	movie,	they	might	be	a	welcome	addition	to	your	bed	or	couch.	The	best	way	to	protect	these	surfaces	and	reduce	their	odor	is	to	use	washable	covers.	A	washing
machine	will	do	a	faster	and	better	job	at	deodorizing	than	many	upholstery	cleaning	products.	For	your	bed,	start	with	waterproof	mattress	and	pillow	protectors,	which	will	protect	you	from	liquid	messes,	and	then	use	washable	bedding	and	blankets	on	top.	If	you	have	a	fabric	couch,	one	with	washable	covers	will	be	easiest	to	clean,	but	leather	and
artificial	leather	also	aren't	bad	choices	since	they	won't	absorb	liquids	or	hold	onto	fur.	If	both	of	these	options	are	out	of	the	question,	or	you	just	want	some	extra	protection,	cover	your	furniture	in	decorative	throw	blankets.	They'll	make	your	space	look	cozier	and	provide	that	extra	bit	of	coverage	in	case	of	accidents.	Some	brands	even	make
throws	with	pets	in	mind,	such	as	this	thick,	stylish	Pet	Throw	from	Pottery	Barn.	To	protect	hard	floors	and	even	carpets,	consider	adding	washable	rugs	to	your	space.	Layered	area	rugs	can	look	particularly	stylish	and	offer	extra	protection	to	your	floors.	If	your	pet	is	prone	to	accidents	and	you	don't	want	to	launder	your	rugs	weekly,	consider
using	an	indoor/outdoor	rug,	which	is	generally	easier	to	clean	than	indoor-only	counterparts.		Activity	that	removes	dirt	and	other	particles	from	people,	animals	and	objects	This	article	is	about	processes	for	removing	unwanted	physical	substances.	For	other	uses,	see	Cleaning	(disambiguation).	Several	cleaning	methodsHand	washing	(part	of
hygiene)A	dry	cleaning	machineUltrasonic	parts	cleaningCarbon	dioxide	snow	cleaning	in	an	aerospace	setting	Cleaning	is	the	process	of	removing	unwanted	substances,	such	as	dirt,	infectious	agents,	and	other	impurities,	from	an	object	or	environment.	Cleaning	is	often	performed	for	aesthetic,	hygienic,	functional,	safety,	or	environmental
protection	purposes.	Cleaning	occurs	in	many	different	contexts,	and	uses	many	different	methods.	Several	occupations	are	devoted	to	cleaning.	Cleaning	occurs	in	various	commercial,	domestic,	personal,	and	environmental	contexts,	which	differ	in	scale	and	requirements.	Commercial	cleaning,	in	business	or	other	commercial	settings	Terminal
cleaning,	in	healthcare	settings	Housekeeping,	including	spring	cleaning	Hygiene,	including	personal	grooming	Environmental	remediation,	the	removal	of	pollution	or	contaminants	from	the	natural	environment	A	shop	assistant	washing	a	shop	window	in	Jyväskylä,	Finland	in	the	1960s.	Cleaning	is	broadly	achieved	through	mechanical	action	and/or
chemical	processes	(usually	solvation);	many	methods	rely	on	a	combination	of	mechanical	and	chemical	action.	Methods	include:	Washing,	usually	done	with	water	and	often	some	kind	of	soap	or	detergent	Mopping,	usually	using	a	mop	Wiping,	usually	using	a	dry	or	moist	piece	of	cloth	(such	as	toilet	paper,	paper	towel	and	wet	wipe)	Pressure
washing,	using	a	high-pressure	stream	of	water	Wet	cleaning,	methods	of	professional	laundering	that	avoid	the	use	of	chemical	solvents	Abrasive	blasting,	typically	used	to	remove	bulk	material	from	a	surface,	may	be	used	to	remove	contaminants	as	well	Acoustic	cleaning,	the	use	of	sound	waves	to	shake	particulates	loose	from	surfaces	Ultrasonic
cleaning,	using	ultrasound,	usually	from	20	to	400	kHz	Megasonic	cleaning,	a	gentler	mechanism	than	ultrasonic	cleaning,	used	in	wafer,	medical	implant,	and	industrial	part	cleaning	Carbon	dioxide	cleaning,	a	family	of	methods	for	parts	cleaning	and	sterilization	using	carbon	dioxide	in	its	various	phases	Dry	cleaning	of	clothing	and	textiles,	using	a
chemical	solvent	other	than	water	Flame	cleaning	of	structural	steel,	with	an	oxyacetylene	flame	Green	cleaning,	using	environmentally	friendly	methods	and	products	Plasma	cleaning,	using	energetic	plasma	or	dielectric	barrier	discharge	plasma	created	from	various	gases	Sputter	cleaning,	performed	in	a	vacuum	by	using	physical	sputtering	of	the
surface	Steam	cleaning,	in	both	domestic	and	industrial	contexts	Sweeping,	mechanical	removal	usually	using	a	brush	Thermal	cleaning,	in	industrial	settings,	involving	pyrolysis	and	oxidation	Ultraviolet	germicidal	irradiation,	which	destroys	microorganisms;	used	extensively	in	the	medical	and	food	industries	Vacuum	cleaning,	using	a	vacuum
cleaner	Surface	cleaning	in	art	conservation	Laundry	in	a	river	Teeth	cleaning	Some	items	and	materials	require	specialized	cleaning	techniques,	due	to	their	shape,	size,	location,	or	the	material	properties	of	the	object	and	contaminants.	Beach	cleaning	Carpet	cleaning	Chimney	cleaning	Crime	scene	cleanup	Exterior	cleaning	Floor	cleaning	Graffiti
removal	Roof	cleaning	Silo	cleaning	Street	cleaning	Coin	cleaning	Conservation	and	restoration	of	cultural	property,	which	often	involves	careful	cleaning	Jewellery	cleaning	Laundry,	the	washing	of	clothes	and	other	textiles	Parts	cleaning,	in	industry	Pot	washing,	in	food	service	Teeth	cleaning	Tube	cleaning	Sweeping	Several	occupations	involve
cleaning,	either	in	their	entirety	or	among	other	duties.	Cleaner	Dental	hygenist	Housekeeper	(domestic	worker)	Janitor	Maid	Property	caretaker	Property	manager	Fluffer	(track	cleaner	on	the	London	Underground)	Look	up	cleaning	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.	Cleaning	(disambiguation),	for	other	uses	of	the	term	Cleanliness,	an	abstract
concept	for	a	state	that	may	be	achieved	by	cleaning	Cleaning	agent,	substances	used	in	cleaning	Contamination	control,	of	which	cleaning	is	a	part	Cleaning	symbiosis,	among	living	creatures	Hygiene,	a	set	of	practices	performed	for	the	preservation	of	health	Sanitation,	techniques	to	protect	human	health	by	providing	a	clean	environment
Sterilization	(microbiology),	the	elimination	or	deactivation	of	biological	agents	Professional	organizing,	improvement	of	organizing	systems	and	processes	Sorting,	any	process	of	arranging	items	systematically	Cleanroom,	a	room	with	low	levels	of	particulates,	used	in	specialized	manufacturing	or	research	Automated	pool	cleaner	Central	vacuum
cleaner	Robotic	vacuum	cleaner	Self-cleaning	floor	Self-cleaning	glass	Self-cleaning	oven	Cleaning	event,	in	which	solar	panels	on	planetary	rovers	are	cleaned	by	wind	Cleaning	validation,	used	to	assure	that	manufacturing	residues	are	removed	Retrieved	from	"
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