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Home	»	Top	Language	Tips	for	Effective	Learning	»	100+	Basic	Russian	Phrases	Every	Traveler	Needs	to	Know	Russia	is	a	magical	land	where	contrasts	meet.	This	amazing	country	gave	us	Tchaikovsky	and	his	timeless	music,	but	it	also	gave	us	the	funniest	YouTube	videos.	So	if	you	are	a	truly	passionate	traveler,	you	should	not	miss	it.	Its	unique
history	and	culture	await	to	be	explored	on	the	scene.	Besides,	there	are	a	lot	of	tourist	attractions	in	Russia	that	everyone	must	visit	at	least	once	in	their	lives.	The	Kremlin,	Hermitage	Museum,	Lake	Baikal,	Saint	Basil’s	Cathedral,	Bolshoi	Theatre,	and	Mount	Elbrus	are	just	a	few	of	them.	And	since	FIFA	World	Cup	2018	is	happening	in	Russia,	as	I
write,	I	figured	you	could	use	some	basic	Russian	phrases	if	you	decide	to	kill	two	birds	with	one	stone	and	visit	Russia	while	you	are	attending	the	World	Cup.	Just	bookmark	this	article.	Photo	by	Tom	Grimbert	Quick	travel	tip:	It’s	important	to	learn	Russian	before	traveling	to	Russia	because	the	locals	don’t	always	speak	English.	Basic	Russian	might
save	you	if	you	need	help.	Identify	the	best	way	to	learn	Russian	that	works	for	you	–	there	are	a	lot	of	language	learning	apps	available	–	and	start	learning	a	few	weeks	in	advance.	It’s	better	to	be	safe	than	sorry.	Bonus:	Check	out	the	end	of	this	article	for	some	Russian	football	phrases	for	this	World	Cup.	1.	Greetings	and	other	useful	Russian	words
Manners	are	a	must.	In	every	situation.	At	home,	in	the	park	or	in	another	country.	It	doesn’t	matter	where	you	are.	If	you	are	traveling	to	a	foreign	country,	start	learning	the	basics	first.	Greetings,	apologies	and,	thanks	will	always	help	you	the	most.	If	you	were	wondering	how	to	say	good	afternoon	in	Russian	or	what	is	the	meaning	of	da,	here	it	is:
Good	morning!	–	Доброе	утро!	–	Dobroye	utro!	Good	afternoon!	–	Добрый	день!	–	Dobryy	den!	Good	evening!	–	Добрый	вечер!	–	Dobryy	vecher!	Good	night!	–	спокойной	ночи!	–	Spokoynoy	nochi!	Hello!	–	Здравствуйте!	–	Zdravstvuyte!	How	are	you?	–	Как	дела?	–	Kak	dela?	Very	good.	Thank	you	–	Хорошо.	Спасибо.	–	Horosho.	Spasibo.	What	is
your	name?	–	Как	тебя	зовут?	–	Kak	tebya	zovut?	My	name	is	Mondly.	–	Меня	зовут	Мандли.	–	Menya	zovut	Mandli.	Nice	to	meet	you.	–	Рада	познакомиться.	–	Radа	poznakomitsya.	Photo	by	Pablo	Gentile	Please.	–	Пожалуйста.	–	Pozhaluysta.	Thank	you.	–	Спасибо.	–	Spasibo.	I’m	sorry.	–	Прошу	прощения.	–	Proshu	proshcheniya.	You’re	welcome.	–
Не	за	что.	–	Ne	za	chto.	Excuse	me.	–	Извините.	–	Izvinite.	No	problem.	–	Без	проблем.	–	Bez	problem.	Do	you	speak	_____?	–	Вы	говорите	по-_____?	–	Vy	govorite	po-_____?	Do	you	have	_____?	–	У	вас	есть	_____?	–	U	vas	yest	_____?	I	have	–	Я	имею	–	Ya	imeyu	Speak	slowly.	–	Говорите	помедленнее.	–	Govorite	pomedlenneye.	I	don’t	understand.
Please	repeat.	–	Не	понимаю.	Повторите	пожалуйста.	–	Ne	ponimayu.	Povtorite	pozhaluysta.	Where	are	you	from?	–	Откуда	ты?	–	Otkuda	ty?	Have	a	good	day.	–	Ну	тогда	до	свидания.	–	Nu	togda	do	svidaniya.	2.	Useful	Russian	phrases	for	when	you	are	at	the	airport	Arriving	at	the	airport	–	both	at	the	beginning	and	at	the	end	of	your	journey	–
will	also	require	some	basic	Russian	phrases.	Whether	we	are	talking	about	small	talk	with	the	person	sitting	next	to	you	on	the	airplane,	passport	verification	or	asking	for	directions,	these	Russian	phrases	will	definitely	have	your	back	in	any	situation.	Your	passports,	please.	–	Ваши	паспорта,	пожалуйста.	–	Vashy	pasporta,	pozhaluysta.	Here	you
are.	–	Вот,	пожалуйста.	–	Vot,	pozhaluysta.	We	are	traveling	together.	–	Мы	путешествуем	вместе.	–	My	puteshestvuyem	vmeste.	I’m	traveling	with	a	child.	–	Я	путешествую	с	ребёнком.	–	Ya	puteshestvuyu	s	rebyonkom.	Photo	by	Tom	Barrett	Is	the	flight	delayed?	–	Рейс	откладывается?	–	Reys	otkladyvayetsya?	Is	the	flight	cancelled?	–	Рейс
отменили?	–	Reys	otmenili?	When	is	the	next	flight	to	Rome?	–	Когда	вылетает	следующий	самолёт	в	Рим?	–	Kogda	vyletayet	sleduyushchiy	samolyot	v	Rim?	We	need	help	boarding	the	plane.	–	Вы	не	могли	бы	помочь	нам	при	посадке?	–	Vy	ne	mogli	by	pomoch	nam	pri	posadke?	Is	this	seat	taken?	–	Это	место	свободно?	–	Eto	mesto	svobodno?	I
would	like	to	change	my	seat.	–	Я	хотел	бы	пересесть.	–	Ya	hotel	by	peresest.	3.	Common	Russian	phrases	for	travelers	who	need	help	How	do	you	say	where	is	The	Red	Square	in	Russian?	How	do	you	say	can	you	help	me	in	Russian?	How	do	you	say	where	is	a	pharmacy	in	Russian?	–	these	are	all	valid	questions	that	pop	up	in	the	traveler’s	mind
and	by	the	time	the	plane	lands,	you	should	know	the	correct	answer	to	them.	Use	the	basic	Russian	words	and	phrases	mentioned	in	the	first	bullet	point	and	don’t	hesitate	to	ask	for	help	if	you	need	it.	Locals	are	usually	extremely	nice	to	foreigners.	Can	you	help	me?	–	Могли	бы	вы	мне	помочь?	–	Mogli	by	vy	mne	pomoch?	Could	you	help	me,
please?	–	Вы	не	могли	бы	мне	помочь?	–	Vy	ne	mogli	by	mne	pomoch?	Can	you	help	us?	–	Могли	бы	вы	нам	помочь?	–	Mogli	by	vy	nam	pomoch?	Where	is	_____?	–	Где	_____?	–	Gde	_____?	Where	is	the	airport,	please?	–	Скажите	пожалуйста,	где	аэропорт?	–	Skazhyte	pozhaluysta,	gde	aeroport?	Where	is	the	tourist	information	office?	–	Где
информационный	центр	для	туристов?	–	Gde	informatsionnyy	tsentr	dlya	turistov?	Where	is	a	taxi	stand?	–	Где	стоянка	такси?	–	Gde	stoyanka	taksi?	Where	can	I	find	a	taxi?	–	Где	можно	взять	такси?	–	Gde	mozhno	vzyat	taksi?	Where	is	the	toilet?	–	Где	туалет?	–	Gde	tualet?	Where	is	the	bus	station,	please?	–	Скажите	пожалуйста,	где
автобусная	остановка?	–	Skazhyte	pozhaluysta,	gde	avtobusnaya	ostanovka?	Photo	by	A.L.	Where	can	I	buy	tickets?	–	Где	здесь	можно	купить	билеты?	–	Gde	zdes	mozhno	kupit	bilety?	Where	is	a	pharmacy?	–	Где	аптека?	–	Gde	apteka?	Where	is	a	supermarket?	–	Где	здесь	супермаркет?	–	Gde	zdes	supermarket?	Where	is	a	good	restaurant?	–	Где
хороший	ресторан?	–	Gde	horoshyy	restoran?	Is	there	a	vegetarian	restaurant	nearby?	–	Здесь	есть	поблизости	вегетарианский	ресторан?	–	Zdes	yest	poblizosti	vegetarianskiy	restoran?	Where	is	a	bank,	please?	–	Скажите	пожалуйста,	где	банк?	–	Skazhyte	pozhaluysta,	gde	bank?	Please	stop	here.	–	Остановитесь,	пожалуйста,	здесь.	–
Ostanovites,	pozhaluysta,	zdes.	Please	wait	a	moment.	–	Пожалуйста,	подождите	чуть-чуть.	–	Pozhaluysta,	podozhdite	chut-chut.	I’ll	be	back	immediately.	–	Я	скоро	вернусь.	–	Ya	skoro	vernus.	Drive	me	to	this	address.	–	Отвезите	меня	по	этому	адресу.	–	Otvezite	menya	po	etomu	adresu.	4.	Advanced	Russian	phrases	for	different	hotel	situations
Staying	at	a	hotel/hostel	requires	interaction	with	the	staff	–	most	of	the	time.	If	you	don’t	want	to	waste	your	time	searching	English	to	Russian	translations	on	Google,	make	sure	to	learn	some	basic	Russian	that	will	help	you	to	better	express	your	needs.	I	have	booked	a	room.	–	Я	забронировал	номер.	–	Ya	zabroniroval	nomer.	The	key	for	room
_____,	please.	–	Дайте	мне,	пожалуйста,	ключ	от	номера	_____.	–	Dayte	mne,	pozhaluysta,	klyuch	ot	nomera	_____.	This	room	is	too	noisy.	–	В	номере	очень	шумно.	–	V	nomere	ochen	shumno.	Do	you	have	a	firmer	mattress?	–	У	вас	есть	матрас	потвёрже?	–	U	vas	yest	matras	potvyorzhe?	When	is	check-out	time?	–	До	которого	часа	нужно
освободить	номер?	–	Do	kotorogo	chasa	nuzhno	osvobodit	nomer?	Thank	you	for	your	help.	–	Спасибо	большое.	–	Spasibo	bolshoye.	How	was	your	stay	with	us?	–	Надеюсь,	вы	были	всем	довольны?	–	Nadeyus,	vy	byli	vsem	dovolny?	Very	pleasant,	thank	you.	–	Всё	было	замечательно,	спасибо.	–	Vsyo	bylo	zamechatelno,	spasibo.	Here	is	your	bill,
please	look	it	over.	–	Вот	ваш	счёт,	проверьте	пожалуйста.	–	Vot	vash	schot,	proverte	pozhaluysta.	5.	Learn	Russian	to	experience	the	local	cuisine	Local	cuisine	is	one	of	the	best	parts	of	a	vacation.	The	experience	is	not	whole	if	you	don’t	try	at	least	one	traditional	meal.	Something	sweet	or	something	salty?	What	is	it	going	to	be?	No	worries.
Russian	cuisine	is	diverse.	You’ll	have	a	great	variety	of	dishes	to	choose	from.	I	have	a	reservation.	My	name	is	_____.	–	Я	бронировал	столик.	Меня	зовут	_____.	–	Ya	broniroval	stolik.	Menya	zovut	_____.	I	would	like	to	cancel	my	reservation.	–	Я	хотел	бы	аннулировать	мою	бронь.	–	Ya	hotel	by	annulirovat	moyu	bron.	I	would	like	to	change	my
reservation.	–	Я	хотел	бы	изменить	мою	бронь.	–	Ya	hotel	by	izmenit	moyu	bron.	We	are	ready	to	order.	–	Мы	хотим	заказать.	–	My	hotim	zakazat.	What	would	you	like	to	drink?	–	Что	будете	пить?	–	Chto	budete	pit?	What	would	you	recommend?	–	Что	вы	можете	посоветовать?	–	Chto	vy	mozhete	posovetovat?	We	would	like	two	glasses	of	wine.	–
Два	бокала	вина.	–	Dva	bokala	vina.	Photo	by	Max	Delsid	My	wife	would	like	a	bowl	of	soup.	–	Моей	жене	–	суп.	–	Moyey	zhene	–	sup.	I’d	like	something	without	meat.	–	Я	хотел	бы	что-нибудь	без	мяса.	–	Ya	hotel	by	chto-nibud	bez	myasa.	Some	salt	and	pepper	also,	please.	–	И	ещё	соль	и	перец,	пожалуйста.	–	I	yeshcho	sol	i	perets,	pozhaluysta.	I
would	like	a	tea	with	lemon.	–	Я	хотел	бы	чай	с	лимоном.	–	Ya	hotel	by	chay	s	limonom.	No	sugar.	–	Без	сахара.	–	Bez	sahara.	I’d	like	a	mineral	water.	–	Я	хотел	бы	минеральной	воды.	–	Ya	hotel	by	mineralnoy	vody.	I’d	like	an	orange	juice.	–	Я	хотел	бы	апельсинового	сока.	–	Ya	hotel	by	apelsinovogo	soka.	I	would	like	a	coffee.	–	Я	хотел	бы	кофе.	–
Ya	hotel	by	kofe.	I	would	like	a	salad.	–	Я	хотел	бы	салат.	Ya	hotel	by	salat.	I	would	like	a	soup.	–	Я	хотел	бы	суп.	Ya	hotel	by	sup.	Photo	by	Henrique	Félix	I	would	like	a	dessert.	–	Я	хотел	бы	десерт.	Ya	hotel	by	desert.	We	would	like	to	have	breakfast.	–	Мы	хотели	бы	позавтракать.	–	My	hoteli	by	pozavtrakat.	We	would	like	to	have	lunch.	–	Мы
хотели	бы	пообедать.	–	My	hoteli	by	poobedat.	We	would	like	to	have	dinner.	–	Мы	хотели	бы	поужинать.	–	My	hoteli	by	pouzhynat.	What	would	you	like	for	breakfast?	–	Что	бы	вы	хотели	на	завтрак?	–	Chto	by	vy	hoteli	na	zavtrak?	6.	Russian	for	travelers	who	want	to	have	fun	Probably	the	most	important	phrases	–	for	some	of	us	–	are	those
related	to	fun.	What’s	the	point	in	going	to	Russia	if	you	don’t	go	out	and	try	the	famous	vodka	with	the	locals?	The	legend	says	the	vodka	is	so	good	that	your	brain	will	start	translating	English	to	Russian	without	even	learning	Russian	in	advance.	Just	joking.	Still	is	an	amazing	drink,	though!	Is	there	a	pub	here?	–	Здесь	есть	бар?	–	Zdes	yest	bar?
There’s	a	free	rock	concert	in	the	park.	–	В	парке	будет	рок-концерт,	и	вход	бесплатный.	–	V	parke	budet	rok-kontsert,	i	vhod	besplatnyy.	Would	you	like	to	dance?	–	Потанцуем?	–	Potantsuyem?	Are	tickets	for	the	theatre	still	available?	–	Билеты	в	театр	ещё	есть?	–	Bilety	v	teatr	yeshcho	yest?	Photo	by	Edwin	Andrade	Are	tickets	for	the	cinema	still
available?	–	Билеты	в	кино	ещё	есть?	–	Bilety	v	kino	yeshcho	yest?	Are	tickets	for	the	football	game	still	available?	–	Билеты	на	футбол	ещё	есть?	–	Bilety	na	futbol	yeshcho	yest?	Can	you	get	me	a	ticket?	–	Вы	можете	достать	мне	билет?	–	Vy	mozhete	dostat	mne	bilet?	How	much	are	the	admission	tickets?	–	Сколько	стоят	входные	билеты?	–
Skolko	stoyat	vhodnyye	bilety?	How	much	does	a	ticket	cost,	please?	–	Скажите	пожалуйста,	сколько	стоит	билет?	–	Skazhyte	pozhaluysta,	skolko	stoit	bilet?	One	ticket,	please.	–	Один	билет,	пожалуйста.	–	Odin	bilet,	pozhaluysta.	Let’s	have	some	fun.	–	Повеселимся!	–	Poveselimsya!	Are	there	seats	available?	–	Ещё	остались	свободные	места?	–
Yeshcho	ostalis	svobodnyye	mesta?	7.	Basic	Russian	phrases	for	shopping	sprees	This	is	the	cruelest	drudgery	our	loved	ones	from	home	put	us	through	while	on	holiday.	Should	I	buy	a	matryoshka	doll?	Or	some	vodka?	Maybe	a	refrigerator	magnet?	But	when?	What	if	I	don’t	buy	anything?	Will	they	hate	me	for	life?	Funny	or	not,	these	are	all
questions	that	haunt	us	while	on	holiday.	The	best	solution?	Schedule	two	hours	tops	and	just	get	it	over	with.	The	same	way	you	would	do	with	a	bandage.	How	much	does	it	cost?	–	Сколько	это	стоит?	–	Skolko	eto	stoit?	I	would	like	_____.	–	Я	хотел	бы	_____.	–	Ya	hotel	by	_____.	Photo	by	Alina	Grubnyak	How	much	are	they?	–	Сколько	они	стоят?	–
Skolko	oni	stoyat?	Can	I	have	a	receipt?	–	Дайте	мне,	пожалуйста,	чек.	–	Dayte	mne,	pozhaluysta,	chek.	What	would	you	like?	–	Что	вы	предпочитаете?	–	Chto	vy	predpochitayete?	Can	I	have	some	ice	cream?	–	Можно	мне	мороженого?	–	Mozhno	mne	morozhenogo?	8.	Russia	Travel	Guide	–	how	to	say	that	you	have	fallen	in	love?	If	you	learn	how
to	master	these	next	phrases,	you	will	definitely	be	getting	your	travel	vocabulary	to	the	next	level.	Love	is	inevitable.	What	if	Prince	Charming	isn’t	stuck	in	a	tree	somewhere?	What	if	he’s	in	Russia?	What	if	you	travel	to	Russia	and	discover	your	other	half	there?	Learn	some	basic	Russian	and	be	prepared	when	the	time	comes.	Once	again,	it’s	better
to	be	safe	than	sorry!	Let’s	go	dancing.	–	Давайте	пойдём	потанцуем.	–	Davayte	poydyom	potantsuyem.	Let’s	go	to	a	night-club.	–	Давайте	пойдём	в	ночной	клуб.	–	Davayte	poydyom	v	nochnoy	klub.	I’d	like	to	see	you	again.	–	Хотелось	бы	встретиться	с	тобой	ещё.	–	Hotelos	by	vstretitsya	s	toboy	yeshcho.	I’d	like	that	very	much.	–	Я	буду	очень
рада.	–	Ya	budu	ochen	rada.	You	are	very	beautiful.	–	Ты	очень	красивая.	–	Ty	ochen	krasivaya.	You	are	very	handsome.	–	Ты	очень	красивый.	–	Ty	ochen	krasivyy.	May	I	kiss	you?	–	Можно	тебя	поцеловать?	–	Mozhno	tebya	potselovat?	Photo	by	Greg	Rakozy	May	I	hold	your	hand?	–	Можно	взять	тебя	за	руку?	–	Mozhno	vzyat	tebya	za	ruku?	I	like
you	a	lot.	–	Ты	мне	очень	нравишься.	–	Ty	mne	ochen	nravishsya.	Are	you	single?	–	У	тебя	кто-нибудь	есть?	–	U	tebya	kto-nibud	yest?	I’m	married.	–	Я	женат.	–	Ya	zhenat.	I’m	not	interested.	–	Мне	это	неинтересно.	–	Mne	eto	neinteresno.	Would	you	like	to	go	out	this	evening?	–	Сходим	сегодня	вечером	куда-нибудь?	–	Shodim	segodnya	vecherom
kuda-nibud?	Would	you	like	to	have	dinner	with	me?	–	Поужинаем	вместе?	–	Pouzhynayem	vmeste?	I	love	you.	–	Я	люблю	тебя.	–	Ya	lyublyu	tebya.	Bonus:	Basic	Russian	phrases	for	football	lovers	Photo	by	Fauzan	Saari	Do	you	watch	football?	–	Ты	смотришь	футбол?	–	Ty	smotrish	futbol?	We	watch	football.	–	Мы	смотрим	футбол.	–	My	smotrim
futbol.	Where	is	the	football	field?	–	Где	футбольная	площадка?	–	Gde	futbolnaya	ploshchadka?	How	do	I	get	to	the	football	stadium?	–	Как	мне	попасть	на	футбольный	стадион?	–	Kak	mne	popast	na	futbolnyy	stadion?	How	much	is	the	entrance	fee?	–	Сколько	стоит	вход?	–	Skolko	stoit	vhod?	Read	this	article	in	other	languages:TurkishGerman
Learn	Russian	fast	in	just	10	minutes	a	day	Do	you	want	to	speak	Russian	fluently	fast?	Get	Mondly,	the	award-winning	language	learning	app	that	will	help	you	speak	Russian	as	if	it	were	your	first	language.	It’s	true:	it	can	be	really	tricky	to	master	Russian	pronunciation	if	you	don’t	actively	live	in	a	Russian-speaking	country.	But	with	Mondly,	you’ll
have	access	to	a	unique,	fast	and	highly	efficient	learning	method	that	allows	you	to	learn	Russian	naturally	with	practical	topics,	authentic	conversations	and	bite-sized	Daily	Lessons.	Get	Mondly	now	and	speak	Russian	like	you	never	dreamed	you	would!	Here's	how	Mondly	helps	your	brain	learn	new	languages.	When	learning	a	new	language	it	is
important	to	stick	with	it.	Here	are	5	reasons	why	you	should	learn	a	foreign	language	this	year.	Buckle	up!	It's	time	to	go	back	in	time	and	find	out	what	is	the	oldest	living	language	on	Earth.	When	you	visit	another	country,	it	is	highly	important	to	know	at	least	several	local	words	and	phrases.	Although	more	and	more	people	in	Russia	tend	to	learn
English	these	days,	very	few	of	them	can	actually	use	it	and	understand	foreign	speech.	In	large	cities	like	Moscow	or	St.	Petersburg	you	surely	can	find	a	taxi,	book	a	hotel,	or	order	a	meal	in	a	restaurant.However,	there	are	still	a	lot	of	Russians	who	don’t	know	a	word	in	English	except	“London	is	the	capital	of	Great	Britain”	which	they	studied	at
school	a	while	ago.	The	phrases	below	will	help	you	not	to	get	confused	while	visiting	Russia.Basic	Russian	Words	and	Phrases	Word	/	PhraseTranslationPronunciation	ДаYes[da]	НетNo[njet]	ИзвинитеExcuse	me	/	I’m	sorry[izviniti]	СпасибоThank	you[spasibo]	ПожaлуйстаPlease	/	You	are	welcome[poʒalujsta]	Не	за	чтоYou	are	welcome[ne	za	tʃto]
Прошu	прощeнияExcuse	me	/	I’m	sorry[proʃuproʃtʃchenija]	Я	не	говорю	по-русскиI	don’t	speak	Russian[ya	ne	govorju	po	russki]	Я	не	понимaюI	don’t	understand[ya	ne	ponimaju]	Помогите,	пожалуйстаHelp	me,	please[pomogite	poʒaluista]	Где	туалет?Where	is	the	toilet?[gde	tualet]	Вы	говорите	по-английски?Do	you	speak	English[vy	govorite	po
anglijski]	Повторите,	пожалуйста.Repeat,	please[povtorite	poʒalujsta]	Пожaлуйста,	подождитеPlease,	wait[poʒalujsta	podoʒdite]	Word	/	PhraseTranslationPronunciation	ЗдрaвствуйтеHello	(formal)[zdrastvujti]	ПривeтHi	(informal)[privet]	Дoброе	утроGood	morning[dobroe	utro]	Дoбрый	деньGood	afternoon[dobryj	denj]	Дoбрый	вечeрGood
night[dobryj	vetʃer]	Как	делa?How	are	you[kak	dila]	Меня	зовут	…My	name	is	…[menja	zovut]	Как	вас	зовут?What’s	your	name?[kak	vas	zovut]	Хорошo,	спасибоFine,	thanks[horoʃo	spasibo]	Приятно	познакoмитьсяNice	to	meet	you[prijatno	poznakomitsa]	До	свидaньяGoodbye	(formal)[do	svidanja]	ПoкaBye	(informal)[poka]	До	встрeчиSee	you[do
vstretʃi]	Дoброй	нoчиGood	night[dobroj	notʃi]	Мне	порa	идтиI	have	to	go[mne	pora	idti]	Хорoшего	дняHave	a	nice	day[horoʃego	dnja]	Word	/	PhraseTranslationPronunciation	Где	…?Where	…?[gde]	Где	такси?Where	is	a	taxi	stand?[gde	taksi]	Где	отель?Where	is	the	hotel?[gde	otelj]	Где	автобусная	остановка?Where	is	the	bus	stop?[gde
avtobusnaja	ostanovka]	Какой	автобус	мне	нужен?Which	bus	do	I	need[kakoj	avtobus	mne	nuʒen]	Идите	прямоGo	straight[idite	prjamo]	Поверните	направоTurn	right[povernite	napravo]	Поверните	налевоTurn	left[povernite	nalevo]	Остановите	здесь,	пожалуйстаPlease,	stop	here[ostanovite	zdesj	poʒalujsta]	Я	потерялся	(if	you	are	a	man)	Я
потерялась	(if	you	are	a	woman)I	got	lost[ja	poterjalsja]	[ja	poterjalasj]	Это	рядомIt’s	near[eto	rjadom]	Какая	это	улица?What	street	is	this?[kakaja	eto	ulitsa]	Вниз	по	летницеDownstairs[vniz	po	lestnitse]	Вверх	по	лестницеUpstairs[vverh	po	lestnitse]	Word	/	PhraseTranslationPronunciation	Где	я	могу	купить	...?Where	can	I	buy	…?[gde	ja	mogu
kupitj]	Можно	это	посмотреть?Can	I	see	that?[moʒno	eto	posmotretj]	У	вас	есть	…?Do	you	have	…?[u	vas	jestj]	Я	просто	смотрюI’m	just	looking[ja	prosto	smotrju]	Сколько	это	стоит?How	much	is	this?[skoljko	eto	stoit]	Можно	это	примерить?Can	I	try	this	on?[moʒno	eto	primeritj]	У	вас	есть	на	размер	больше	/	меньше?Do	you	have	a	bigger	/
smaller	size?[u	vas	jestj	na	razmer	boljʃe	/	menjʃe]	Мне	нравитсяI	like	it[mne	nravitsa]	Я	беру	этоI’m	taking	this[ja	beru	eto]	Я	хочу	вернуть	этоI	want	to	return	this[ja	hotʃu	vernutj	eto]	Где	касса?Where	is	the	cash	desk?[gde	kassa]	Где	женский	/	мужской	отдел?Where	is	the	women's	/	men’s	department?[gde	ʒenskij	/	muʒskoj	otdel]
АптекаPharmacy[aptjeka]	Торговый	центрShopping	mall[torgovyj	tsentr]	Книжный	магазинBookshop[kniʒnyj	magazin]	ПекарняBakery[pekarnja]	Часы	работыOpening	hours[tʃasy	raboty]	Я	хочу	заплатить	наличными	/	картойI	want	to	pay	with	cash	/	by	credit	card[ja	hotʃu	zaplatitj	nalitʃnymi	/	kartoj]	Где	здесь	банкомат?Where	is	the	ATM?[gde
zdesj	bankomat]	Можно	меню,	пожалуйста?Could	I	have	a	menu,	please?[moʒno	menju	poʒalujsta]	Столик	на	двоих,	пожалуйстаA	table	for	two,	please[stolik	na	dvoih	poʒalujsta]	У	вас	есть	меню	на	английском?Do	you	have	the	menu	in	Engish?[u	vas	jestj	menju	na	anglijskom]	Можно	кофе,	пожалуйста?Can	I	have	a	cup	of	coffee,	please?
[moʒno	kofe	poʒalujsta]	Без	сахараNo	sugar[bez	sahara]	У	вас	есть	вегетарианские	блюда?Do	you	have	any	vegetarian	meals?[u	vas	jestj	vegetarianskije	bljuda]	Что	вы	рекомендуете?What	would	you	recommend?[ʃto	vy	rekomendujete]	Я	хотел	бы	десертI	would	like	a	dessert[ja	hotel	by	desert]	Приятного	аппетита!Enjoy	your	meal![prijatnovo
appetita]	Можно	счёт,	пожалуйста?Can	I	have	the	bill,	please?[moʒno	ʃtʃot	poʒalujsta]	Вот	ваш	чекHere’s	your	receipt[vot	vaʃ	tʃek]	Word	/	PhraseTranslationPronunciation	Где	я	могу	купить	...?Where	can	I	buy	…?[gde	ja	mogu	kupitj]	Можно	это	посмотреть?Can	I	see	that?[moʒno	eto	posmotretj]	У	вас	есть	…?Do	you	have	…?[u	vas	jestj]	Я	просто
смотрюI’m	just	looking[ja	prosto	smotrju]	Сколько	это	стоит?How	much	is	this?[skoljko	eto	stoit]	Можно	это	примерить?Can	I	try	this	on?[moʒno	eto	primeritj]	У	вас	есть	на	размер	больше	/	меньше?Do	you	have	a	bigger	/	smaller	size?[u	vas	jestj	na	razmer	boljʃe	/	menjʃe]	Мне	нравитсяI	like	it[mne	nravitsa]	Я	беру	этоI’m	taking	this[ja	beru	eto]
Я	хочу	вернуть	этоI	want	to	return	this[ja	hotʃu	vernutj	eto]	Где	касса?Where	is	the	cash	desk?[gde	kassa]	Где	женский	/	мужской	отдел?Where	is	the	women's	/	men’s	department?[gde	ʒenskij	/	muʒskoj	otdel]	АптекаPharmacy[aptjeka]	Торговый	центрShopping	mall[torgovyj	tsentr]	Книжный	магазинBookshop[kniʒnyj	magazin]
ПекарняBakery[pekarnja]	Часы	работыOpening	hours[tʃasy	raboty]	Я	хочу	заплатить	наличными	/	картойI	want	to	pay	with	cash	/	by	credit	card[ja	hotʃu	zaplatitj	nalitʃnymi	/	kartoj]	Где	здесь	банкомат?Where	is	the	ATM?[gde	zdesj	bankomat]	Можно	меню,	пожалуйста?Could	I	have	a	menu,	please?[moʒno	menju	poʒalujsta]	Столик	на	двоих,
пожалуйстаA	table	for	two,	please[stolik	na	dvoih	poʒalujsta]	У	вас	есть	меню	на	английском?Do	you	have	the	menu	in	Engish?[u	vas	jestj	menju	na	anglijskom]	Можно	кофе,	пожалуйста?Can	I	have	a	cup	of	coffee,	please?[moʒno	kofe	poʒalujsta]	Без	сахараNo	sugar[bez	sahara]	У	вас	есть	вегетарианские	блюда?Do	you	have	any	vegetarian
meals?[u	vas	jestj	vegetarianskije	bljuda]	Что	вы	рекомендуете?What	would	you	recommend?[ʃto	vy	rekomendujete]	Я	хотел	бы	десертI	would	like	a	dessert[ja	hotel	by	desert]	Приятного	аппетита!Enjoy	your	meal![prijatnovo	appetita]	Можно	счёт,	пожалуйста?Can	I	have	the	bill,	please?[moʒno	ʃtʃot	poʒalujsta]	Вот	ваш	чекHere’s	your	receipt[vot
vaʃ	tʃek]	QuizLet’s	learn	the	phrases	deeper	and	pass	a	test	below.	There	is	only	one	correct	answer.	Good	luck!1.	Which	phrase	can	you	use	to	say	goodbye?a.	Доброе	утро!b.	Помогите,	пожалуйста.c.	Пока.2.	Find	the	wrong	phrase	to	say	“You’re	welcome”a.	Как	вас	зовут?b.	Пожалуйстаc.	Не	за	что3.	Добрый	вечер	means	“Have	a	nice	day”	–
true	or	false?4.	What	should	you	do	if	you’re	said	“Поверните	направо”a.	Go	straightb.Turn	rightc.Turn	left5.	Which	phrase	would	you	say	to	a	taxi	driver	if	you	need	to	stop?a.	Остановите	здесь,	пожалуйстаb.	Как	дела?c.	Приятно	познакомиться6.	What	is	boarding	pass	in	Russian?a.	ручная	кладьb.	посадочный	талонc.	номер	рейса7.	What
should	you	ask	if	you	want	to	know	the	price	of	the	hotel	room?a.	В	номере	есть	интернет?b.	У	вас	есть	свободные	номера?c.	Сколько	стоит	номер?8.	Where	can	you	buy	medicine	in	Russia?a.	Пекарняb.	Аптекаc.	Книжный	магазин9.	Choose	the	right	phrase	to	order	a	desserta.	Я	хотел	бы	десертb.	Можно	кофе,	пожалуйста?c.	У	вас	есть	меню
на	английском?10.	How	can	you	ask	for	the	bill	at	a	Russian	restaurant?a.	У	вас	есть	вегетарианские	блюда?b.	Что	вы	рекомендуете?c.	Можно	счёт,	пожалуйста?ConclusionIf	you	travel	to	Russia	for	a	business	trip	or	as	a	tourist,	visit	its	famous	capitals	or	smaller	but	no	less	interesting	and	original	towns,	use	the	necessary	Russian	phrases	we
provided	you.	Repeat	and	remember	them,	so	you	never	get	lost	in	the	country	and	maybe	could	find	new	Russian	friends.Note	that	we	use	formal	phrases	with	people	we	don’t	know	or	who	are	much	older	than	us.	Informal	phrases	can	be	used	with	peers	we	know	really	well.		Photo:	TripSavvy	/	Ran	Zheng		In	Russia’s	major	cities,	many	people
(especially	younger	Russians	and	those	working	in	customer	service	professions)	speak	English.	However,	it’s	still	likely	that	you	will	find	yourself	in	a	situation	where	the	person	you’re	talking	to	doesn’t	know	a	word	of	English,	especially	if	you’re	traveling	outside	the	big	cities	or	off	the	beaten	track.	With	that	in	mind,	here	is	a	brief	vocabulary
guide	of	some	words	and	phrases	that	will	help	you	better	connect	with	and	enjoy	Russian	culture	during	your	travels.	If	you	don't	know	the	right	word,	don't	panic!	The	Russian	language	is	notoriously	difficult	to	remember	and	pronounce.	Pick	a	few	phrases	and	memorize	them	the	best	you	can.	Most	people	will	understand	you	even	if	you	speak
with	a	strong	accent.	Below	you'll	find	both	formal	and	informal	versions	of	phrases.	In	Russia,	it's	customary	to	address	someone	you	don't	know	using	the	formal	versions,	especially	if	he	or	she	is	older	than	you,	or	during	any	customer	service/public	official	interactions.	Keep	these	rules	in	mind:	The	stressed	syllable	is	indicated	by	capital	letters.
For	example,	in	the	word	"PoZHAlusta"	(please),	the	second	syllable	is	stressed.	The	Russian	"e"	sounds	more	like	the	"e"	at	the	end	of	the	sound	"ye";	it	is	not	pronounced	like	in	the	English	words	"met"	or	"meet."The	Russian	"g"	sound	is	always	hard	(as	in	"garden,"	not	as	in	"vegetable").If	you	see	the	symbol	[']	after	a	word,	it	means	that	you	should
soften	the	last	consonant	as	if	you	were	going	to	add	the	letter	"i"	at	the	end	of	the	word	but	then	stop	just	short	of	doing	so.	For	example,	with	"den',"	imagine	you	were	going	to	say	"deni"	but	don't	actually	pronounce	the	"i"	sound.	Just	pronounce	the	first	half	of	it.	(This	is	not	crucial	to	beginners'	pronunciation;	you	will	likely	be	understood
regardless).	Yes	–	Да	(da)No	–	Нет	(nyet)Please	–	Пожалуйста	(poZHAlusta)Thank	you	–	Спасибо	(spaSIbo)You’re	welcome.	–	Не	за	что.	(ne	za	chto)Enjoy	(often	used	instead	of	"you're	welcome"	for	food)	–	на	здоровье	(na	zdaROVye)I'm	sorry.	–	Прошу	прощения.	(proSHU	proSHCHEniya)	Excuse	me.	–	Извините.	(izviNIte)I	don’t	understand.	–	Я
не	понимаю.	(YA	ne	poniMAyu)I	don’t	speak	Russian.	–	Я	не	говорю	по-Русски.	(YA	ne	govoryU	po	RUSski)	Do	you	speak	English?	–	вы	говорите	по-Английски?	(vi	govoRIte	po	angLIYski?)	Help	me,	please.	–	Помогите,	пожалуйста.	(pomoGIte,	poZHAlusta)	Where	is	the	bathroom?	–	Где	туалет?	(gde	tuaLET?)	One	ticket,	please.	–	Один	билет,
пожалуйста.	(oDIN	biLYET,	poZHAlusta)	Hello	(formal)	–	Здравствуйте	(ZDRAstvuyte)Hello	(informal)	–	Привет	(priVET)Good	morning.	–	Доброе	утро.	(dObroye	Utro)Good	afternoon.	–	Добрый	день.	(dObriy	den’)	Good	evening.	–	Добрый	вечер.	(dObriy	VEcher)How	are	you?	–	Как	дела?	(kak	deLA?)I’m	fine,	thank	you.	–	Хорошо,	спасибо.
(haraSHO,	spaSIbo)I’m	OK,	thank	you.	–	Неплохо,	спасибо.	(nePLOho,	spaSIbo)What’s	your	(formal/informal)	name?	–	Как	вас/тебя	зовут?	(kak	vas/teBYA	zoVUT?)	My	name	is...	–	Меня	зовут...	(meNYA	zoVUT...)	It’s	nice	to	meet	you.	–	Приятно	познакомиться.	(priYATno	poznaKOmitsa)Goodbye.	–	До	свидания.	(do	sviDAniya)Good	night.	–	Доброй
ночи.	(DObroi	NOchi)Until	next	time	–	До	встречи	(do	VSTREchi)	Where	is...?	–	Где	...?	(Gde...?)Where	is	the	metro?	–	Где	метро?	(gde	meTRO?)Where	is	the	bus?	–	Где	автобус?	(gde	avTObus?)Is	it	far?	–	Это	далеко?	(eto	daleKO?)Go	straight.	–	Идите	прямо.	(iDIte	PRYAmo)Turn	right.	–	Поверните	на	право.	(poverNIte	na	PRAvo)Turn	left.	–
Поверните	на	лево.	(poverNIte	na	LEvo)Stop	here,	please.	Остановитесь	здесь,	пожалуйста.	(ostanoVItes’	zdes’,	poZHAlusta)A	map,	please.	–	Карту,	пожалуйста.	(KARtu,	poZHAlusta)	Could	I	have	the	menu,	please?	–	Можно	меню,	пожалуйста?	(MOzhno	meNU	poZHAlusta?)A	table	for	two,	please.	–	На	двоих,	пожалуйста	(na	dvoIH,
poZHAlusta)Appetizer	–	Закуска	(zaKUSka)Salad	–	Салат	(saLAt)Soup	–	Суп	(sup)Chicken	–	Курица	(KUritsa)Beef	–	Говядина	(goVYAdina)Fish	–	Рыба	(RIba)Main	course	–	Горячее	Блюдо	(goRYAchee	BLUdo)Dessert	–	Десерт	(deSSERt)I	will	have...	–	Я	буду...	(ya	BUdu...)May	I	have	a	glass	of...	(water/wine/beer)	–	Можно	мне	стакан...	(вина/воды/
пива)	(MOzhno	mne	staKAN...	[viNA/voDI/PIv])May	I	have	a	cup	of...	(tea/coffee)	Можно	мне	чашку...	(чая/кофе)	(MOzhno	mne	CHAshku...	[CHAya/KOfe])Do	you	have	something	vegetarian?	У	вас	есть	вегетарианские	блюда?	(u	vas	est’	vegetariANskiye	BLUda?)May	I	have	the	bill,	please?	–	Можно	чек,	пожалуйста?	(MOzhno	chek,
poZHAlusta?)Breakfast	–	Завтрак	(ZAvtrak)Lunch	–	Обед	(oBED)Dinner	–	Ужин	(Uzhin)	How	much	is	it?	–	Сколько	стоит?	(skol’ko	STOit?)Can	I	pay?	–	Можно	заплатить?	(MOzhno	zaplaTIT’?)Can	I	pay	by	credit	card?	–	Можно	заплатить	кредитной	карточкой?	(MOzhno	zaplaTIT’	kreDItnoi	KARtochkoi?)Cash	–	Наличные	(naLICHnie)Bookstore	–
Книжый	магазин	(KNIzhni	magaZIN)Supermarket	–	супермаркет	(superMARket)Bakery	–	Булочная	(BUlochnaya)	Now	–	Сейчас	(seyCHAS)Today		–	Сегодня	(seGOdnya)Tomorrow	–		Завтра	(ZAVtra)Yesterday	–	Вчера	(vcheRA)Morning	–	Утро	(Utro)Afternoon	–	День	(den’)Evening		–	Вечер	(VEcher)This	afternoon	–	Сегодня	днем	(seGOdnya
dnyom)This	evening	–	Сегодня	вечером	(soGOdnya	VEcherom)	Thanks	for	your	feedback!	Planning	a	trip	to	Russia	but	worried	about	the	language	barrier?	As	someone	learning	this	language,	I	know	for	a	fact	that	Russian	can	feel	intimidating	with	its	Cyrillic	alphabet	and	complex	grammar.	However,	you	don't	need	to	master	the	entire	language	to
have	meaningful	interactions	during	your	travels.In	celebration	of	the	Russian	Language	Day	happening	on	June	6th,	allow	me	to	share	some	of	the	best	Russian	phrases	and	words.	Do	note	though	that	this	guide	covers	50	practical	Russian	phrases	specifically	chosen	for	travelers.	Each	phrase	includes	pronunciation	guidance	and	cultural	context	to
help	you	use	them	effectively	during	your	next	adventure.Why	Learn	Russian	When	Some	People	Speak	English?While	it's	true	that	English	has	gained	popularity	in	Russia,	especially	among	younger	generations	and	in	major	cities.	In	Moscow	and	St.	Petersburg's	tourist	districts,	you'll	find	English-speaking	staff	at	international	hotels,	popular
restaurants,	and	major	attractions.	Many	Russians	under	30	have	studied	English	and	can	handle	basic	conversations.	However,	this	represents	a	small	fraction	of	the	population	and	is	concentrated	in	very	specific	locations.	Local	restaurants,	public	transportation,	smaller	shops,	and	government	offices	primarily	use	Russian.	In	smaller	cities	and
rural	regions,	finding	English	speakers	is	nearly	impossible.Photo	by	Erika	Giraud	/	UnsplashEssential	Greetings	and	PolitenessUnlike	many	Western	cultures,	Russians	tend	to	be	more	reserved	with	strangers	but	incredibly	warm	once	you've	made	an	effort	to	connect	respectfully.	Showing	basic	courtesy	through	proper	greetings	often	determines
whether	you'll	receive	helpful	assistance	or	polite	but	distant	service.This	is	your	go-to	greeting	with	friends,	people	your	age,	or	in	casual	situations.	Think	of	it	as	the	Russian	equivalent	of	"hey"	or	"hi."	Здравствуйте	(Zdravstvuyte)	-	Hello	(Formal)Use	this	when	meeting	someone	for	the	first	time,	addressing	elders,	or	in	business	situations.	It
literally	means	"be	healthy,"	showing	the	cultural	importance	Russians	place	on	well-being.	До	свидания	(Do	svidaniya)	-	GoodbyeThis	formal	farewell	works	in	almost	any	situation	and	literally	means	"until	we	meet	again."	It's	your	safe	bet	when	leaving	restaurants,	shops,	or	saying	goodbye	to	new	acquaintances.	For	casual	situations	with	friends,
you	might	hear	"Пока"	(Poka)	instead.Спасибо	(Spasibo)	-	Thank	youOne	of	the	most	common	Russian	travel	phrases	you	can	use	in	any	situation,	both	formal	and	informal.	Adding	"большое"	(bolshoye)	makes	it	"thank	you	very	much."	Russians	appreciate	politeness,	so	use	this	liberally	when	receiving	help,	food,	or	services.Пожалуйста
(Pozhaluysta)	-	Please/You're	welcomeThis	versatile	word	means	both	"please"	and	"you're	welcome,"	making	it	incredibly	useful	for	travelers.	Use	it	when	asking	for	something	or	responding	to	thanks.	It's	also	what	you'll	hear	when	someone	hands	you	your	receipt	or	change.6.	Извините	(Izvinite)	-	Excuse	me/SorryPerfect	for	getting	someone's
attention,	apologizing	for	bumping	into	someone	on	the	metro,	or	when	you	need	to	squeeze	past	people.	It's	more	formal	than	"Прости"	(Prosti),	which	is	used	with	friends.	Photo	by	Felix	Rostig	/	UnsplashEssential	Numbers	for	TravelUnderstanding	Russian	numbers	is	crucial	for	shopping,	transportation,	and	daily	interactions.	Russian	numbers
follow	a	logical	system	where	you	combine	basic	numbers	to	create	larger	ones,	similar	to	English.Russian	Numbers	1-10Один/Одна	(Odin/Odna)	-	One	(changes	based	on	gender)Два/Две	(Dva/Dve)	-	Two	(masculine/feminine	forms)Три	(Tri)	-	ThreeЧетыре	(Chetyre)	-	FourПять	(Pyat')	-	FiveШесть	(Shest')	-	SixСемь	(Sem')	-	SevenВосемь	(Vosem')	-
EightДевять	(Devyat')	-	NineДесять	(Desyat')	-	TenThe	first	two	numbers	change	their	endings	based	on	the	gender	of	the	noun	that	follows—masculine	uses	the	standard	form,	while	feminine	uses	the	alternative	ending.	This	might	seem	complex,	but	in	practical	travel	situations,	people	will	understand	you	regardless	of	which	form	you	use.Important
Larger	Numbers	In	RussianДвадцать	(Dvadtsat')	-	TwentyСто	(Sto)	-	One	hundredТысяча	(Tysyacha)	-	One	thousandFrom	twenty	onwards,	Russian	numbers	work	similarly	to	English—you	simply	add	the	numbers	1-9	to	the	tens.	For	example,	21	is	"двадцать	один"	(dvadtsat'	odin).	These	numbers	will	help	you	understand	prices,	addresses,	and
time.Photo	by	Namzhil	Chimitov	/	UnsplashNavigation	and	TransportationRussia's	transportation	infrastructure	spans	the	world's	largest	country,	featuring	everything	from	Moscow's	ornate	metro	stations	(often	called	underground	palaces)	to	the	legendary	Trans-Siberian	Railway.	Где?	(Gde?)	-	Where?This	simple	question	word	opens	doors	to
finding	anything	you	need.	Combine	it	with	pointing	or	showing	pictures	on	your	phone	when	other	words	fail.	Russians	are	generally	helpful	to	lost-looking	tourists,	especially	if	you're	making	an	effort	to	speak	their	language.Где	метро?	(Gde	metro?)	-	Where	is	the	metro?The	metro	system	in	Russian	cities	like	Moscow	and	St.	Petersburg	is	not	only
efficient	transportation	but	also	an	underground	museum	with	stunning	architecture.	This	phrase	will	help	you	find	these	beautiful	subway	stations.	Most	major	cities	have	excellent	public	transport	that's	much	cheaper	than	taxis.Автобус	(Avtobus)	-	BusRussian	buses	connect	cities	and	rural	areas	where	trains	don't	reach.	The	word	sounds	similar	to
English,	making	it	easy	to	remember.	Public	buses	are	an	affordable	way	to	see	the	countryside	and	interact	with	locals.Поезд	(Poyezd)	-	TrainRussia's	extensive	railway	network,	including	the	famous	Trans-Siberian	Railway,	makes	train	travel	popular	and	practical.	Trains	range	from	basic	to	luxury,	and	longer	journeys	often	include	meals	and
sleeping	compartments.	Learning	this	word	helps	you	navigate	train	stations	and	read	signs.Такси	(Taksi)	-	TaxiWhile	the	word	sounds	like	English,	be	careful	about	unofficial	taxis	that	might	overcharge	tourists.	Use	official	taxi	apps	or	ask	your	hotel	to	call	one.	Always	agree	on	the	price	beforehand	or	ensure	the	meter	is	running.Аэропорт
(Aeroport)	-	AirportEssential	for	arrival	and	departure,	this	word	will	help	you	ask	for	directions	or	understand	announcements.	Russian	airports	have	improved	significantly	in	recent	years,	with	better	English	signage,	but	knowing	this	word	still	proves	helpful.Food	and	DiningIf	you're	ready	to	order	authentic	Russian	dishes	and	navigate	local
restaurants,	use	the	phrases	below	to	enhance	your	culinary	adventures.Ресторан	(Restoran)	-	RestaurantRussian	cuisine	offers	much	more	than	vodka	and	caviar—try	hearty	soups,	fresh	salads,	and	grilled	meats.	Many	restaurants	have	English	menus	in	tourist	areas,	but	smaller,	authentic	places	often	don't.	Knowing	basic	food	vocabulary	helps	you
discover	hidden	culinary	gems.This	word	will	help	you	request	a	menu	when	it's	not	automatically	provided.	In	some	traditional	restaurants,	menus	might	only	be	in	Russian,	so	pointing	and	using	translation	apps	becomes	helpful.	Don't	hesitate	to	ask	servers	for	recommendations.Счёт	(Schet)	-	Bill/CheckUse	"Дайте	счёт,	пожалуйста"	(Dayte	schet,
pozhaluysta)	to	politely	ask	for	the	bill.	Tipping	isn't	mandatory	in	Russia	but	is	appreciated	for	good	service—usually	10%	is	sufficient.	Some	restaurants	add	a	service	charge	automatically.Вода	(Voda)	-	WaterEssential	for	staying	hydrated,	especially	during	long	train	journeys	or	summer	walking	tours.	Tap	water	is	generally	safe	in	major	cities,	but
bottled	water	is	widely	available	and	inexpensive.	Most	restaurants	serve	water	upon	request.Хлеб	(Khleb)	-	BreadBread	is	a	staple	of	Russian	meals	and	often	comes	automatically	with	your	order.	Russian	bread	varieties	are	delicious—from	dark	rye	to	sweet	breakfast	breads.	This	word	helps	you	understand	what's	being	offered	or	request
more.Photo	by	Jacek	Dylag	/	UnsplashСколько	это	стоит?	(Skol'ko	eto	stoit?)	-	How	much	does	this	cost?This	essential	shopping	phrase	works	in	markets,	stores,	and	when	bargaining	is	appropriate.	Prices	are	usually	fixed	in	shops,	but	outdoor	markets	sometimes	allow	for	gentle	negotiation.	Having	this	phrase	ready	helps	you	budget	and	compare
prices.Рубль	(Rubl')	-	RubleRussia's	currency	comes	in	both	coins	and	colorful	banknotes	featuring	Russian	cities.	Understanding	prices	and	having	basic	number	knowledge	helps	you	avoid	confusion	when	shopping	or	paying	for	services.	Keep	small	bills	handy	for	public	transport	and	market	purchases.Карта	(Karta)	-	CardCredit	cards	are	widely
accepted	in	cities,	but	smaller	establishments	might	prefer	cash.	This	word	helps	you	ask	if	card	payment	is	possible.	Always	carry	some	cash	for	emergencies,	especially	when	traveling	outside	major	urban	areas.Касса	(Kassa)	-	Cashier/CheckoutIn	Russian	stores,	you	might	need	to	find	the	designated	checkout	area	rather	than	paying	wherever	you
are.	Supermarkets	operate	similarly	to	Western	stores,	but	smaller	shops	might	have	different	systems.	This	word	helps	you	locate	where	to	pay.Магазин	(Magazin)	-	Store/ShopThis	general	term	for	shop	helps	you	ask	for	directions	to	stores	or	understand	what	type	of	establishment	you're	entering.	Russian	shops	range	from	tiny	convenience	stores
to	massive	shopping	centers.	Department	stores	often	have	multiple	floors	with	different	product	categories.Photo	by	Mathurin	NAPOLY	/	matnapo	/	UnsplashEmergency	and	Important	SituationsПомощь	(Pomoshch')	-	HelpIn	emergencies,	Russia	uses	different	numbers	depending	on	whether	you're	calling	from	a	mobile	phone	(112,	101,	102,	103)	or
a	fixed	phone	(01,	02,	03).	Knowing	how	to	ask	for	help	in	Russian	can	be	crucial,	though	emergency	operators	in	major	cities	often	speak	some	English.Больница	(Bol'nitsa)	-	HospitalEmergency	medical	aid	in	Russia	is	absolutely	free	regardless	of	your	citizenship,	but	having	valid	travel	insurance	is	required	for	entry.	In	major	cities,	some	hospitals
have	English-speaking	staff,	but	knowing	this	word	helps	in	urgent	situations.Полиция	(Politsiya)	-	PoliceHopefully	you	won't	need	this,	but	it's	important	to	know.	Police	officers	have	the	right	to	detain	you	for	up	to	48	hours,	and	you're	entitled	to	contact	your	embassy	if	needed.	Most	interactions	involve	simple	document	checks,	especially	near
tourist	areas.Врач	(Vrach)	-	DoctorFor	non-emergency	medical	needs,	this	word	helps	you	find	healthcare.	Many	pharmacies	have	basic	medications	available	without	prescriptions,	and	pharmacists	often	speak	some	English.	Tourist	areas	usually	have	clinics	familiar	with	foreign	visitors.Посольство	(Posol'stvo)	-	EmbassyYou	have	the	right	to	contact
your	embassy	or	consulate	if	you	encounter	serious	problems,	and	asking	for	this	contact	is	your	legal	right.	Keep	embassy	contact	information	easily	accessible	on	your	phone.	Most	embassies	provide	emergency	services	for	their	citizens	abroad.Photo	by	Marten	Bjork	/	UnsplashAccommodationГостиница	(Gostinitsa)	-	HotelRussian	hotels	range
from	budget	hostels	to	luxury	palaces,	especially	in	St.	Petersburg	and	Moscow.	Many	international	chains	operate	in	major	cities,	but	local	hotels	often	provide	more	authentic	experiences.	Staff	in	tourist	areas	usually	speak	some	English.Комната	(Komnata)	-	RoomUseful	when	discussing	accommodations	or	asking	about	room	availability.	In
homestays	or	smaller	establishments,	this	word	helps	clarify	what	type	of	space	you're	renting.	Room	standards	can	vary	significantly,	so	asking	to	see	the	room	first	is	common	practice.Ключ	(Klyuch)	-	KeyModern	hotels	often	use	key	cards,	but	smaller	establishments	might	still	use	traditional	keys.	Some	places	require	you	to	leave	your	key	at
reception	when	going	out.	This	word	helps	you	communicate	about	room	access	issues.Завтрак	(Zavtrak)	-	BreakfastMany	Russian	accommodations	include	breakfast,	which	typically	features	bread,	eggs,	cheese,	and	tea	or	coffee.	Asking	about	breakfast	helps	you	plan	your	morning	routine.	Traditional	Russian	breakfast	foods	are	hearty	and
designed	to	fuel	you	for	the	day	ahead.Photo	by	Darius	Bashar	/	UnsplashFinal	Essential	PhrasesЯ	не	понимаю	(Ya	ne	ponimayu)	-	I	don't	understandThis	honest	phrase	is	incredibly	useful	when	conversations	become	too	complex.	Russians	appreciate	honesty	about	language	barriers	and	will	often	slow	down,	use	simpler	words,	or	find	alternative
ways	to	communicate.	Don't	feel	embarrassed	about	using	this	phrase	frequently.Говорите	медленнее	(Govorite	medlennee)	-	Speak	slower,	pleaseWhen	someone	is	speaking	too	fast,	this	polite	request	often	helps.	Russians	speak	quickly	in	casual	conversation,	but	most	people	are	happy	to	adjust	their	pace	for	foreign	visitors.	Combine	this	with
gestures	and	pointing	to	enhance	understanding.Как	дела?	(Kak	dela?)	-	How	are	things?This	casual	greeting	is	perfect	for	people	you've	met	before	or	friendly	interactions.	It's	more	personal	than	formal	greetings	and	shows	you're	interested	in	genuine	conversation.	Russians	appreciate	when	foreigners	make	efforts	to	connect	personally.Очень
хорошо	(Ochen'	khorosho)	-	Very	goodUse	this	positive	response	when	things	are	going	well	or	to	express	satisfaction	with	service.	Russians	appreciate	enthusiasm	and	positive	attitudes	from	visitors.	This	phrase	works	for	describing	food,	experiences,	or	your	general	state.Да	(Da)	-	YesSimple	but	essential	for	confirming	understanding,	agreeing	to
suggestions,	or	answering	questions.	Combined	with	nodding,	this	helps	in	situations	where	complex	conversation	isn't	possible.	Russians	often	use	emphatic	"да,	да"	to	show	strong	agreement.Нет	(Net)	-	NoYou	can	make	refusals	more	polite	by	adding	"Нет,	спасибо"	(Net,	spasibo)	meaning	"No,	thank	you."	This	works	for	declining	offers,	refusing
services,	or	clarifying	misunderstandings.	Being	able	to	clearly	say	no	helps	avoid	unwanted	purchases	or	services.	Ready	to	Explore	Russia?These	50	phrases	give	you	everything	you	need	for	a	successful	trip	to	Russia.	Russians	appreciate	when	visitors	make	an	effort	to	speak	their	language,	so	don't	worry	about	perfect	pronunciation.	Just	try	your
best	and	you'll	get	warm	responses!If	you	want	to	go	beyond	basic	travel	phrases,	check	out	Lingopie.	You	can	learn	Russian	through	hit	movies	and	TV	shows	with	interactive	subtitles,	making	it	easy	to	build	real	conversational	skills	for	your	next	adventure.	It’s	difficult	to	travel	to	Russia	in	2025.	But	it’s	still	great	to	know	some	common	basic
Russian	words	and	phrases.	You	never	know	when	you	meet	a	native	Russian	speaker.	And	the	reaction	on	their	face	when	you	say	something	in	Russian	(when	they	don’t	expect	it)	is	priceless.I’ve	been	learning	Russian	since	2016,	so	I’ve	got	a	good	grasp	on	which	Russian	phrases	are	useful.If	you	are	traveling	to	Russia,	or	you	are	just	learning
Russian,	it’s	smart	to	focus	on	basic	Russian	words	and	phrases.	Most	Russians	don’t	speak	English.	Times	are	changing	though	and	now	many	younger	Russians	are	learning	English.	But	for	now,	just	knowing	50%	of	the	phrases	on	this	page	is	enough	to	speak	basic	Russian.Below	you’ll	find	the	main	basic	Russian	words	you	need	in	every	Russian-
speaking	country.	If	you	only	have	1	hour	before	your	flight,	make	sure	to	learn	these	words.	It	doesn’t	take	much	time,	but	it	will	help	you	tremendously	in	understanding	simple	Russian	and	making	your	communication	with	native	Russian	speakers	much	clearer.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic
PronunciationYesДаdaNoНетnyetPleaseПожа́луйстаpo-ZHA-luys-taThank	youСпаси́боspa-SEE-boThank	you	very	muchСпаси́бо	большо́еspa-SEE-bo	bol-SHO-yeYou’re	welcomeПожа́луйстаpo-ZHA-luys-taEnjoy	your	mealПрия́тного	аппети́таpri-YAT-nuh-vuh	ah-pee-TEE-taI’m	sorryПрошу́	проще́нияpro-SHU	pro-SHEN-ee-yaExcuse	meИзвини́теiz-vi-
NEE-teI	don’t	understandЯ	не	понима́юya	ne	po-nee-MA-yuI	don’t	speak	RussianЯ	не	говорю́	по-Ру́сскиya	ne	go-vo-RYU	po-RUSS-keeDo	you	speak	English?Вы	говори́те	по-Англи́йски?vee	go-vo-REE-te	po-an-GLIYS-keeHelp	me,	pleaseПомоги́те,	пожа́луйстаpo-mo-GEE-te,	po-ZHA-luys-taWhere	is	the	bathroom?Где	туале́т?gde	too-ah-LET?One
ticket,	pleaseОди́н	биле́т,	пожа́луйстаo-DEEN	bee-LYET,	po-ZHA-luys-taBy	the	way,	if	you	want	to	learn	Russian	quickly,	I've	got	a	course	that	teaches	you	how	to	use	strategic	habit-building	to	make	learning	Russian	fun,	easy,	and	automatic.	It's	not	free,	but	it's	helpful	if	you're	currently	struggling	with	learning	Russian.	You	can	find	more
information	here.Below	you	will	find	common	Russian	phrases	for	saying	hello	and	introducing	yourself.	If	you	have	a	couple	more	hours	to	spend	on	learning	Russian,	I	would	work	on	these	phrases.	If	you	want,	you	can	look	up	some	of	the	Russian	grammar	behind	the	sentences,	but	don’t	feel	obliged.	Focus	on	speaking	first,	grammar	later	(or	not
at	all,	if	you’re	just	visiting	Russia	once)English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationHello	(formal)Здра́вствуйтеZDRA-stvuy-teHello	(informal)Приве́тpri-VETGood	morningДо́брое	у́троDO-broye	OO-troGood	afternoonДо́брый	деньDO-briy	dyen’Good	eveningДо́брый	ве́черDO-briy	VYE-cherHow	are	you?Как	дела́?kak	de-LA?I’m	fine,
thank	youХорошо́,	спаси́боha-RO-sho,	spa-SEE-boI’m	OK,	thank	youНепло́хо,	спаси́боne-PLO-ho,	spa-SEE-boWhat’s	your	name?	(formal)Как	вас	зову́т?kak	vas	zo-VUT?What’s	your	name?	(informal)Как	тебя́	зову́т?kak	te-BYA	zo-VUT?My	name	is…Меня́	зову́т…me-NYA	zo-VUT…It’s	nice	to	meet	youПрия́тно	познако́митьсяpri-YAT-no	poz-na-KO-
mit-syaGoodbyeДо	свида́нияdo	svee-DA-nee-yaGood	nightДо́брой	но́чиDO-broy	NO-cheeUntil	next	timeДо	встре́чиdo	VSTRE-cheeI	highly	recommend	you	download	an	offline	map	to	your	phone	so	that	you	don’t	get	lost.	But	in	case	that	doesn’t	work,	you	can	always	ask	for	directions	from	native	speakers.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic
PronunciationWhere	is…?Где	…?Gde…?Where	is	the	metro?Где	метро́?gde	me-TRO?Where	is	the	bus?Где	авто́бус?gde	av-TO-bus?Is	it	far?Э́то	далеко́?e-to	da-le-KO?Go	straightИди́те	пря́моee-DEE-te	PRYA-moTurn	rightПоверни́те	на	пра́воpo-ver-NEE-te	na	PRA-voTurn	leftПоверни́те	на	ле́воpo-ver-NEE-te	na	LE-voStop	here,	pleaseОстано́витесь
здесь,	пожа́луйстаo-sta-NO-vee-tes’	zdes’,	po-ZHA-luys-taA	map,	pleaseКа́рту,	пожа́луйстаKAR-tu,	po-ZHA-luys-taI’m	lost	(male)Я	заблюдилсяya	za-blyu-DEEL-syaI’m	lost	(female)Я	заблюдиласьya	za-blyu-DEE-las’I	would	like	to	go	to…Я	бы	хоте́л(а)	добра́ться	до	…ya	by	khoIf	you	want	to	learn	the	language,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	learn	the	phrases
below.	They’ll	help	you	explain	that	you	are	learning,	and	will	also	make	a	good	impression	on	native	speakers.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationI	am	learning	the	Russian	languageЯ	учу́	Ру́сский	язы́кya	u-CHU	ROOS-kee-y	yah-ZEEKI	speak	RussianЯ	говорю́	по-ру́сскиya	go-vo-RYU	po-ROOS-keeCan	you	speak	slower,	please?
Вы	мо́жете	говори́ть	ме́дленнее,	пожа́луйста?vy	MO-zhe-te	go-vo-REET’	me-DLEN-nee-ye,	po-ZHA-luys-taI	like	the	Russian	languageМне	нра́вится	Ру́сский	язы́кmne	nRA-veets-ya	ROOS-kee-y	yah-ZEEKRussian	sounds	coolРу́сский	звучи́т	кру́тоROOS-kee-y	zvu-CHEET	KROO-toCan	you	repeat	that,	please?Вы	мо́жете	э́то	повтори́ть,	пожа́луйста?
vy	MO-zhe-te	E-to	pov-to-REET’,	po-ZHA-luys-taHow	do	you	say	…	in	Russian?Как	сказа́ть	…	по-ру́сски?kak	ska-ZAT’	…	po-ROOS-skee?If	you	are	going	to	buy	some	souvenirs	or	local	products,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	know	how	to	ask	how	much	something	is,	and	if	you	can	pay	by	card.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationHow	much	is
it?Ско́лько	сто́ит?skol’-ko	STO-it?Can	I	pay?Мо́жно	заплати́ть?MOZH-no	zap-la-TEET’?Can	I	pay	by	credit	card?Мо́жно	заплати́ть	креди́тной	ка́рточкой?MOZH-no	zap-la-TEET’	kre-DEET-noi	KAR-toch-koi?CashНали́чныеna-LEECH-nyeBookstoreКнижный	магази́нKNEEZH-nee	ma-ga-ZEENSupermarketСуперма́ркетsoo-per-MAR-
ketBakeryБу́лочнаяBOO-loch-na-yaIf	you’re	going	to	Russia,	you	have	to	make	sure	to	enjoy	the	Russian	culture	and	Russian	cuisine.	Below	are	common	phrases	you’ll	need	in	restaurants.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationCould	I	have	the	menu,	please?Мо́жно	меню́,	пожа́луйста?MOZH-no	me-NU,	po-ZHA-luys-ta?A	table	for
two,	please.На	двои́х,	пожа́луйстаna	dvo-EEH,	po-ZHA-luys-taAppetizerЗаку́скаza-KOOS-kaSaladСала́тsa-LATSoupСупsoopChickenКу́рицаKOO-ree-tsaBeefГовя́динаgo-VYA-di-naFishРы́баREE-baMain	courseГоря́чее	Блю́доgo-RYA-chee	BLYU-doDessertДесе́ртde-SERTI	will	have…Я	бу́ду…ya	BOO-doo…May	I	have	a	glass	of…
(water/wine/beer)Мо́жно	мне	стака́н…	(ви́на/во́ды/пи́ва)MOZH-no	mne	sta-KAN…	(VEE-na/VO-dy/PEE-va)May	I	have	a	cup	of…	(tea/coffee)Мо́жно	мне	ча́шку…	(ча́я/ко́фе)MOZH-no	mne	CHASH-koo…	(CHAI-a/KO-fe)Do	you	have	something	vegetarian?У	вас	есть	вегетариа́нские	блю́да?oo	vas	yest’	ve-ge-ta-REE-an-ski-ye	BLYU-da?May	I	have	the
bill,	please?Мо́жно	чек,	пожа́луйста?MOZH-no	chek,	po-ZHA-luys-ta?BreakfastЗа́втракZAV-trakLunchОбе́дo-BYEDDinnerУ́жинOO-zhinIt’s	always	a	good	idea	to	be	able	to	explain	when	things	are	happening.	The	following	are	the	basic	words	for	time	in	the	Russian	language.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationNowСейча́сsey-
CHASTodayСего́дняse-VO-dnyaTomorrowЗа́втраZAV-traYesterdayВчера́vche-RAMorningУ́троOO-troAfternoonДеньdyen’EveningВе́черVYE-cherThis	afternoonСего́дня	днёмse-VO-dnya	dnyomThis	eveningСего́дня	ве́черомse-VO-dnya	VYE-che-romHere	are	a	few	phrases	that	you	won’t	hear	often.	But	you	can	use	them	to	put	a	smile	on	the	face	of	a
native	Russian	speaker.	Make	sure	you	have	a	good	connection	with	them	before	and	make	it	clear	you’re	joking.	Otherwise,	you	may	not	be	understood.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationYes	no,	probablyДа	нет,	наве́рноеda	nyet,	na-VER-no-yePancakeБлинblinTo	make	an	elephant	out	of	a	mosquitoДе́лать	из	му́хи
слона́dyelat’	iz	MOO-khee	slo-NATree	sticks	(oh	my	god)Ёлки-па́лкиYOL-kee	PAL-keeSea	up	to	your	knees	(to	have	no	worries	in	the	world)Мо́ре	по	коле́ноMO-rye	po	ko-LE-nIf	you	have	a	Russian	partner,	the	following	words	are	great	to	show	your	affection	to	them.English	PhraseRussian	TranslationPhonetic	PronunciationI	miss	youЯ	скуча́ю	по
тебе́ya	sku-CHA-yu	po	te-BYEI	love	youЯ	люблю́	тебя́ya	lyu-BLYU	te-BYAI	love	you	with	all	my	heartЯ	люблю́	тебя́	всем	се́рдцемya	lyu-BLYU	te-BYA	vsem	SERD-tsemKiss	meПоцелу́й	меня́po-tse-LUY	me-NYAYou’re	a	great	kisserТы	отли́чно	целу́ешьсяty	ot-LICH-no	tse-LU-yesh-syaYou	are	beautiful	(to	a	woman)Ты	краси́ваяty	kra-SI-vayaYou	are
beautiful	(to	a	man)ты	краси́выйty	kra-SI-viyYou	have	beautiful	eyesУ	тебя́	краси́вые	глаза́u	te-BYA	kra-SI-vye	GLA-zaI	fell	in	love	with	you	from	the	first	sightЯ	полюби́л	тебя́	с	пе́рвого	взгля́даYa	po-lyu-BIL	te-BYA	s	PER-va-vo	vzgly-A-daI	can’t	live	without	youЯ	не	могу́	жить	без	тебя́Ya	ne	mo-GU	zhit’	bez	te-BYAHere’s	a	step	by	step	plan	on	how
to	use	this	page:First	quickly	read	through	all	the	Russian	phrasesThen	take	10	minutes	to	slowly	read	them	all	out	loudSleep	on	the	information	for	a	nightThe	next	day	take	out	a	notebook	and	write	down	the	20	most	useful	Russian	phrases	that	you	want	to	learnWrite	each	sentence	down	5	times,	and	say	them	out	loudRepeat	step	4	for	3	daysNote:
if	you	already	know	the	Russian	alphabet,	write	each	Russian	letter	down.	If	you	do	not	know	the	Cyrillic	alphabet	(and	don’t	have	any	plans	to	learn	it),	just	write	the	Anglified	version	down.	Be	sure	to	underline	the	stressed	part	of	each	word.	Learning	Russian	is	easy.	All	you	need	to	do	is	take	a	balanced
approach:VocabularyGrammarListeningSpeakingWhile	everyone	else	is	struggling	to	learn	Russian,	your	Russian	will	improve	on	a	day-to-day	basis.A	student	recently	told	me:	“I	have	been	studying	Russian	for	a	year.	In	my	head	I	can	prepare	basic	sentences,	yet	when	it	comes	to	actually	speaking	I	‘chock’.”Imagine	spending	a	year	learning	Russian
and	still	stumbling	for	words	having	a	conversation	with	a	native	speaker…That’s	why	you	must	pay	extra	attention	to	the	speaking	subskill	of	learning	Russian:Otherwise	you	will	end	up	studying	for	hundreds	of	hours	and	still	struggle	to	say	a	coherent	phrase	in	Russian.It’s	much	more	fun	to	see	your	efforts	result	in	actual	conversational	skills.How
do	I	know?Because	this	is	how	I	became	fluent	in	Russian	myself.Curious	how	I	did	it?Go	here	and	get	my	systemized	approach	to	speaking	Russian	well.Hurry	up,	every	day	you	follow	an	ineffective	approach	is	a	day	forever	lost		The	Russian	language	is	wonderful	if	you're	travelling	through	a	country	like	Ukraine,	Belarus,	Kazakhstan,	and	of	course
Russia	itself!	Overall,	there	are	about	250	million	Russophones	spread	over	East	Europe	and	Central	Asia.	No	doubt,	you'll	find	plenty	of	places	there	that	are	more	than	worth	visiting.	If	you're	planning	to	travel	through	any	Russian	speaking	country,	English	is	only	going	to	take	you	so	far.	While	a	lot	of	people	speak	it,	you'll	have	a	much	easier	and
enjoyable	time	if	you	have	some	Russian	under	your	belt.	So	a	toolbox	of	some	basic	Russian	words	and	phrases	will	make	your	experience	more	fun	and	give	you	a	chance	to	impress	the	locals.	It	will	also	help	you	improve	your	Russian	in	no	time.	So	for	this	article	we're	going	to	give	you	the	101	more	important	Russian	phrases	for	travelling.	The
Absolute	Essential	Russian	Words	for	Travel	Below	we've	gone	over	a	range	of	topics	to	give	you	101	essential	phrases	for	Russian	travel.	This	goes	from	the	very	basics	to	ordering	out	at	a	restaurant	and	what	to	say	in	an	emergency.	So	with	these	basic	phrases	in	Russian,	you	should	have	no	problem	introducing	yourself,	shopping,	or	travelling	in	a
Russian	speaking	area.	The	Very	Basic	Russian	Phrases.	So	let's	get	things	started	with	the	very,	very	basic	words	that	you'll	need	to	get	by.	This	includes	things	like	hello,	yes,	and	no.	Здравствуйте.	Hello	(formal)	Привет.	Hello	(less	formal)	Доброе	утро.	Good	morning	Добрый	день.	Good	day/good	afternoon	Добрый	вечер.	Good	evening	Очень
приятно.	Nice	to	meet	you	Пожалуйста.	Please	Спасибо.	Thank	you	Пожалуйста.	You’re	welcome	Не	за	что.	You're	welcome	(less	formal)	Да.	Yes	Нет.	No	Извините.	Excuse	me.	(getting	attention	or	begging	pardon).	Простите.	Excuse	me.	(begging	pardon)	Простите.	I'm	sorry	где	туалет?	Where's	the	toilet?	Что	это	такое?	What	is	this?	Это.	This
thing	До	свидания.	Goodbye	Пока.	Goodbye	(informal)	Communication	Problems	in	Russian	Of	course,	you're	bound	to	run	into	a	few	problems	trying	to	communicate	in	Russian.	For	that	you	can	use	these	phrases	to	make	things	easier.	Я	не	говорю	по-русски	(хорошо).	I	can't	speak	Russian	(well)	Вы	говорите	по-английски?	Do	you	speak
English?	Здесь	кто-то	говорит	по-английски?	Is	there	someone	here	who	speaks	English.	Я	не	понимаю.	I	don't	understand	Я	не	знаю	-	I	don't	know	Я	не	услышал/а	-	I	didn't	hear	you	(m/f)	Повторите,	пожалуйста.	Can	you	repeat	that?	Introducing	Yourself	in	Russian	Now	that	we've	gone	over	the	communication	essentials	in	Russian,	we	can
move	onto	the	fun	stuff.	The	parts	where	you	actually	get	to	talk	about	yourself	and	others.	Как	Вас	зовут?	What	is	your	name?	Меня	зовут	...	.	My	name	is	...	.	Откуда	вы?	Where	are	you	from?	Я	из	.....	I'm	from	Как	дела?	How	are	you?	Хорошо.	Good/well	Не	хорошо.	Not	good	Плохо.	Bad(ly)	Numbers-How	to	Count	in	Russian	If	you're	travelling,
you're	going	to	be	shopping	and	that	means	knowing	your	numbers	is	absolutely	essential.	Take	a	look	at	the	list	below,	so	you	know	how	much	money	to	give	the	shopkeeper	at	the	restaurant	or	kiosk.	Один.	one	Два.	two	Три.	three	Четыре.	four	Пять.	five	Шесть.	six	Семь.	seven	Восемь.	eight	Девять.	nine	Десять.	Ten	Двадцать.	Twenty	Тридцать.
Thirty	Сорок.	Fourty	Пятдесят.	Fifty	Шестьдесят.	Sixty	Семьдесят.	Seventy	Восемьдесят.	Eighty	Девяносто.	Ninety	Сто.	One	hundred.	Сколько	стоит?	How	much	does	it	cost?	Ordering	Food	and	Eating	Out	in	Russian	Of	course,	once	you	know	how	to	talk	about	numbers	you	should	also	get	ready	to	go	out	and	enjoy	some	food.	If	you're	in	Russia,
you'll	have	a	lot	of	options	for	cuisine	including	borsch,	shchi,	and	shashlyk.	You	can	find	something	at	a	kiosk,	restaurant,	or	bar.	So	find	something	вкусный	(tasty).	Ресторан.	Restaurant	Бар.	Bar	Вода.	Water	Завтрак.	Breakfast	Обед.	Lunch	Ужин.	Dinner	Я	хочу...	I	want...	Дайте.....,	пожалуйста	.....	I’d	like	a	....	please	Кофе.	Coffee	Суп.	Soup



Чай.	Tea	Я	вегетарианец.	I'm	a	vegetarian	я	не	ем	свинину.	I	don't	eat	pork	я	не	ем	мясо.	I	don't	eat	meat	Я	принимаю	только	кошерную	пищу.	I	only	eat	Kosher	Счёт,	пожалуйста.	Check,	please	Travel	And	Transport	If	you	don't	plan	to	spend	all	of	your	time	in	one	spot,	it's	good	to	know	how	to	get	somewhere	else.	Билет.	Ticket	Автобус.	Bus
Поезд.	Train	Такси.	Taxi	Лет.	Flight	Метро.	Subway/metro	Когда?	When?	Сколько	времени?	At	what	time?	Который	час?	At	what	time?	Один	билет	в	....	,	пожалуйста.	One	ticket	to	...	please.	Directions	Как	добраться	до	...	?	How	do	I	get	to...?	где	находится...?	Where	is	the...?	Хостел.	Hostel	Гостиница.	Hotel	Улица.	Street	Направо.	To	the
right	Налево.	To	the	left	Вперёд.	Straight	ahead	Это	недалеко	отсюда.	It’s	not	far	away	from	here.	Это	очень	далеко.	It’s	very	far.	Emergencies	Hopefully,	you're	trip	to	a	Russian	speaking	country	will	go	smoothly	and	without	any	problems.	But	it's	always	good	to	be	prepared.	So	if	you	find	yourself	in	a	difficult	situation,	you'll	know	just	what	to
say.	Полиция!	-	Police	Мне	нужна	ваша	помощь.	I	need	your	help	Это	срочно!	It's	an	emergency.	Я	заблудился/заблудилась	-	(m/f).)	I'm	lost	Я	потерял(а)	свою	сумку.	I	lost	my	bag	(m/f)	Я	потерял(а)	свой	бумажник.	I	lost	my	wallet	(m/f)	Я	потерял(а)	свой	паспорт.	I	lost	my	passport	(m/f)	Я	болен	(m.)	/	Я	больна	(f.)	I'm	sick	Я	ранен(а)	I've
been	injured	(m/f)	Мне	нужен	врач.	I	need	a	doctor	How	to	Learn	Basic	Russian	Vocabulary	What	we've	put	down	here	will	give	you	a	great	start	into	exploring	the	culture	and	people	of	so	many	Russian	speaking	countries	and	regions.	However,	if	you	want	to	go	further	in	learning	the	Russian	language,	the	only	way	is	with	plenty	of	practice.	And
for	practicing	Russian	and	more	you	can	rely	on	Speechling!	With	Speechling,	you	can	listen	to	plenty	of	basic	phrases	in	Russian	and	then	practice	saying	them	yourself.	Then	our	language	coaches	will	give	you	tips	so	that	you	can	move	from	the	basics	of	Russian	to	higher	and	higher	levels	until	your	talking	with	native	speakers	with	ease!	Do	you
love	traveling	to	foreign	countries?	Do	you	want	to	explore	business	opportunities	in	Russia	or	a	specific	Russian-speaking	country?	Or	does	Your	loved	one	resides	in	Russia?	Most	foreigners	make	Russia	their	travel	destination	due	to	these	reasons.	There	are	many	different	Russian	tourist	destinations	to	explore.	Some	of	the	most	popular
destinations	include	Saint	Petersburg,	Moscow,	Sochi,	North	Ossetia,	and	Kazan.	Each	destination	offers	something	unique	and	exciting	for	visitors.	Similarly,	there	are	a	lot	of	business	opportunities	in	Russia.	Whatever	the	case	may	be	of	your	travel	to	Russia	one	thing	is	sure	that	you	will	have	to	deal	with	native	Russian	speakers.	To	communicate
effectively	with	them	you	have	to	know	a	little	bit	of	the	Russian	language.	You	must	be	well	aware	of	Russian	traveling	words	and	phrases	to	make	your	trip	successful.	In	this	blog	post,	I	will	tell	you	some	of	the	most	important	and	common	Russian	phrases	for	travelers,	tips	to	memorize	these	words,	Russian	translation	apps,	Russian	learning	apps,
Russian	dictionary	apps,	and	things	to	do	before	leaving	your	home.	The	importance	of	knowing	some	Russian	phrases	for	traveling	to	Russia	is	very	crucial.	When	you	land	in	Russia,	local	people	or	you	may	find	it	difficult	to	communicate	with	each	other	if	you	don’t	know	anything	about	Russian.	The	following	points	highlight	the	importance	of
Russian	travel	phrases	and	words	for	travelers/tourists.	You	might	be	thinking	that	English	is	an	international	language	and	you	can	rely	on	English	to	communicate	with	native	Russian	speakers.	But	in	reality,	it	is	not	true.	Most	of	the	natives	don’t	know	about	English.	Therefore,	it	is	important	for	you	to	know	some	basic	Russian	phrases	to
communicate	with	them.	Attempting	to	speak	a	little	Russian	will	be	a	polite	gesture:	It	will	show	your	respect	towards	the	Russian	language	and	Russian	people	if	you	try	to	talk	in	Russian	with	a	native	Russian	speaker.	If	you	are	lost,	the	local	people	would	be	more	helpful	:	If	you	know	a	few	basic	Russian	travel	words	and	phrases,	it	will	be	much
easier	for	you	to	communicate	with	someone	who	does	not	speak	English.	They	will	guide	you	in	a	better	way	if	they	see	that	you	are	trying	to	speak	in	their	language.	New	opportunities	and	destinations	will	open	their	door	for	you	if	you	know	Russian:	If	you	don’t	know	to	communicate	in	Russian	then	you	will	solely	rely	on	guides	and	hotel	staff	for
activities	and	destinations	to	visit.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	know	the	basic	Russian	language	then	it	will	open	new	doors	of	opportunities.	You	can	make	decisions	of	your	own	for	visiting	tourists	destinations	by	gathering	information	from	other	locals.	Great	help	for	you	if	you	want	to	learn	about	Russian	culture:	If	you	love	to	explore	Russian	culture
then	knowing	some	basic	travel	words	and	phrases	is	very	helpful	for	you.	You	can	intermingle	with	Russian	people	and	can	attend	local	cultural	events	with	great	ease	and	convenience.	There	are	many	different	ways	to	learn	Russian.	One	of	the	most	effective	and	convenient	ways	is	to	use	mobile	apps.	It	is	a	good	idea	to	download	any	of	the	Russian
language	learning	apps	on	your	mobile	phone	which	will	be	really	helpful	for	you	to	learn	quickly.	You	can	use	your	free	time	during	bus	or	train	journeys,	waiting	at	the	airport,	etc.,	to	practice	your	travel	words	and	phrases.	Besides	using	these	Russian	language	learning	apps,	you	can	indulge	yourself	in	the	following	activities	to	improve	your
language	skills.	Learn	and	memorize	specific	Russian	words	and	phrases	that	will	help	you	during	your	travel	to	Russia:	At	first	glance,	the	Russian	language	seems	a	bit	complicated	and	tough	to	understand	and	learn.	Memorizing	Russian	words	and	phrases	seems	a	daunting	task.	However,	in	actuality	you	don’t	have	to	memorize	each	and	every
word	in	Russian	language	that	you	encounter.	There	are	certain	common	words	for	travellers.	You	just	have	to	learn	and	memorize	these	common	words	in	order	to	communicate	with	the	native	russian	speakers.	This	will	make	your	Russian	language	learning	process	easy.	Create	your	own	DIY	vocabulary	and	phrase	lists	:	Russian	learning	apps,
dictionaries	and	translation	apps	are	a	great	help	for	the	travellers.	However,	you	need	to	go	beyond	these	learning	apps	and	softwares.	You	can	make	your	own	lists	of	Russian	phrases	and	words.	The	DIy	vocabulary	and	phrases	will	help	you	to	remember	words	more	easily	and	will	also	help	you	not	to	depend	completely	on	the	automated
translators.	Use	flash	cards	to	memorize	Russian	travel	words	and	phrases:	You	can	try	to	create	your	own	set	of	flash	cards	for	learning	Russian	language.	It	will	really	help	you	memorize	the	travel	vocabulary	and	phrases	quickly.	You	can	do	this	by	using	index	cards,	which	are	available	at	any	stationery	store	near	you.	Make	ten	small	cards	with
Russian	words	on	one	side	and	English	meaning	on	another	side.	Now	play	games	with	friends	and	family	members	to	test	your	language	skills.	It	will	really	speed	up	the	process	of	memorizing	Russian	words	and	phrases	for	travelling	purpose.	As	you	have	become	well	aware	of	the	importance	of	Russian	Travelling	words	while	visiting	Russia,	now
let’s	move	to	these	common	and	important	words	that	will	help	you	during	your	visit.	The	following	are	some	basic	Russian	phrases	and	words	along	with	their	meaning.	Здравствуйте	(Zdravstvuyte)	–	Hello	is	the	literal	meaning	of	this	Russian	phrase.	вы	говорите	по-английски?	(Vy	govorite	po-angliyski?)	–	Do	you	speak	English?	Я	говорю	по-
английски.	(ya	govoryu	po-angliyski)	–	I	speak	English.	Я	не	говорю	по-русски.	(ya	ne	govoryu	po-russki)	–	I	don’t	speak	Russian.	Как	дела	(Kak	dee-lah)-	How	are	you?			Я	хорошо	(Yah	horosho)-	I	am	fine.	рад	встрече	(rad	v-streche)	–	nice	to	meet	you.	спасибо	(spa-see-bah)	–	thank	you	да	(dah)	–	yes						нет	(nyet)	–	no	как	тебя	зовут	(kahk	tee-bya
za-voot)	–	what	is	your	name?	пожалуйста	(pah-zhahl-stuh)	–	please	когда	(kahg-dah)	–	when	где	(gdyeh)	–	where	что	(shtoh)	–	what	откуда	(aht-koo-dah)	–	where	are	you	from?	кем	работаешь	(khem	rabo-tuh-eesh’)	–	what	do	you	do	for	a	living?	где	работаешь	(gdyeh	rabo-tuh-eesh’)	–	where	do	you	work?			пока-	Goodbye.	я	не	понимаю	(yah	nee
puh-nee-mah-yooh)	–	I	don’t	understand.	я	не	знаю	(ya	nee	znuh-yooh)	–	I	don’t	know.	Куда	вы	(Koohd-ah	vee)	–	Where	are	you	going?	The	following	are	some	of	the	common	words	that	will	make	your	journey	easy	while	you	stay	in	the	hotel.	These	words	will	help	you	to	convey	your	message	to	the	hotel	staff	and	hotel	managers.	Какие	у	вас	номера
(kah-kee-ee	oo	vahs	noh-mee-rah)	–	What	type	of	rooms	do	you	have?	Сколько	вы	взимаете	за	эту	комнату?	(sko-l’kuh	vy	fzee-mah-ee-tee	zuh	eh-too	kohm-nah-tooh)	–	How	much	is	this	room?	Могу	я	поменять	комнату?	(mah-gooh	yah	myeh-nee-at’	kohm-nuh-tooh)	–	May	I	change	the	room?	Какие	блюда	я	могу	заказать	на	обед	или	завтрак?	(kah-
kee-ee	bl’oh-duh	yah	mah-gooh	zuh-ka-zat’	nuh	uhb’-ehd	ee	lah	zuhft’-rahk)	–	What	dishes	can	I	order	for	lunch	or	breakfast?	Пожалуйста,	мне	нужна	свежая	постель.	(pah-zhahl-stuh,	mnyeh	noohsh’-nah	svee-zhhah-yeh	pohs-teel’)	–	“Please	give	me	a	clean	bed”	is	the	literal	meaning	of	this	Russian	phrase.	У	вас	хорошие	номера	(oovahs	horoh-
shee	nuh-mee-ra)	–	“You	have	a	nice	room”	is	the	literal	meaning	of	this	Russian	statement.		Где	супермаркет	рядом	с	этим	отелем?	(gdyeh	soo-pehr-mahr-keet	ryat’-uhm	saht	ee-teem	aht-eh-lehm)	–	Where	is	the	nearest	supermarket?	Где	ближайший	автобусный	или	железнодорожный	вокзал?	(gdyehblee-zhahy-shi	ee-teel’bah-noohsny	ee	zhi-
lyehzhnuhdrahvuhl	vahk-zahl’)	–	Where	is	the	nearest	bus	stop	or	train	station?	Можете	закрыть	дверь,	я	еду	(mah-zhee-tee	sahkryat’	dvyehr’,	ya	yeduh)	–	close	the	door,	I	am	going.	The	following	are	some	common	words	that	you	can	use	to	order	food	in	a	restaurant.	Где	можно	заказать	еду?	(gdyeh	mohzh-nah	zuh-ka-zaht’	eh-dooh)	–	Where	can	I
order	a	meal?	Какие	у	вас	блюда?	(kah-kee-ee	oo	vahs	bl’oh-duh)	–	What	dishes	do	you	have?	Мне	нравится	все	это.	(mnyeh	nrah-veet’	sah	ee-tee	eh-toh)	–	I	like	everything.	Где	отель?	(gdyeht	aht-eel’)	–	Where	is	the	hotel?	Какие	виды	спиртного?	(kah-kee	vidy	spi-rtohng’vuh?)	–	What	types	of	alcohol	do	you	have?	Это	не	моё.	(eh-tah	nee	mah-yoh)
–	That	is	not	mine.	Сколько	вам	стоит?	(sko-l’kah	vahm	stoh-eet?)	–	How	much	does	it	cost?	Мне	это	не	понравилось.	(mnyeh	eh-tah	nee	pah-nrah-veeluhs’)	–	I	didn’t	like	it.	Сколько	это?	(sko-l’kah	ehtah)	–	How	much	is	it?	Сделайте	это.	(sdyeh-lyat’	eh-tah)	–	The	literal	meaning	of	this	phrase	is	“Do	this	for	me,	please.”	Как	доехать	до…?	(kahg	day-
eh-khuht’	dah…?)	–	How	do	I	get	to…?	Где	автобусная	стоянка?	(gdyeh	av-tah-boohsny-yeh	stohyahnkuh)	–	Where	is	the	bus	stop?	Где	автобус/маршрутка	до…?	(gdyeh	av-tah	boos/marsh-rooteekah	dah…)	–	Where	can	I	catch	a	bus	to…?	Как	далеко	до…?	(kahk	dyeh-leek’	dah…?)	–	“How	far	is	it	to…?”	is	the	literal	meaning	of	this	Russian	phrase.
аэропорт	(uh-eh-rah-pohrt)	–	airport	Такси	(tuhk-see)	–	Taxi	Следуй	за	мной.	(slyeh-dooy	zuh	mnyeh)	–	Follow	me.	Где	ж	/	д	вокзал?	(gdyeh	zh	/	dvohk-zahl’)	–	Where	is	the	train	station?	Фуникулер/метро	(fooni-kooh-leer/myeh-tah)	–	Elevator	/	Subway	The	following	are	some	common	words	that	you	can	use	for	public	transport.	So	these	are	some
common	Russian	traveling	words	and	phrases.	So	make	sure	to	memorize,	pronounce	and	practice	these	words	and	phrases	before	you	travel	to	Russia.	This	will	surely	help	you	in	your	journey,	and	it	will	definitely	be	a	unique	experience	for	you.	The	following	are	some	tips	before	you	leave	your	home	for	Russia.	Repeating	your	targeted	words	and
phrases	will	make	your	memory	stronger	and	will	help	you	in	speaking	Russian	better.	Listening	is	important	therefore	listen	to	the	important	traveling	words	and	phrases.		Practice	conversation	in	Russian	with	some	of	your	friends	or	with	your	traveling	mate	Practice	correct	pronunciation	with	the	help	of	learning	apps.	When	you	get	to	Russia	and
start	talking,	listening	and	practicing	try	to	go	step	by	step	and	don’t	rush.	Don’t	forget	smiling	while	speaking	Russian	its	not	a	bad	thing	at	all!	Smile	while	you’re	speaking	Russian	and	even	when	your’e	asking	for	some	directions	or	trying	to	understand	someone.	Also	make	sure	to	show	how	happy	and	pleased	you	are	with	Russians	and	their
culture,	traditions,	lifestyle	and	way	of	living.	Conclusion:	In	conclusion	after	reading	this	article	now,	you	have	a	clear	idea	of	the	Russian	speaking	phrases,	now	it	is	up	to	you	to	use	those	phrases	and	show	everyone	how	well	can	you	speak	Russian.	You	know	what	to	do,	the	only	thing	left	is	your	desire,	courage,	passion	to	speak	Russian.	Once	you
have	all	of	that	just	go	for	it!	believe	in	yourself	and	good	luck!	I	hope	everything	goes	great	on	your	trip	or	journey	to	Russia!	All	the	best!	I	want	to	share	the	most	important	Russian	phrases	for	you	to	learn.	For	beginner	Russian	learners,	you’ll	find	this	whole	article	helpful,	so	you’ll	want	to	take	note	of	all	the	Russian	phrases	I	share	below.	With
that	on	mind,	I’ve	written	the	first	part	of	this	article	just	for	you,	covering	some	essential	greetings,	introductions	and	survival	phrases	to	help	you	make	progress	at	the	start	of	your	linguistic	path.	For	those	a	little	further	along	on	their	Russian	learning	journey,	head	to	the	second	part	of	this	article	for	10	essential	conversational	Russian	phrases
for	improved	communication.	If	you’re	already	a	bit	of	an	advanced	Russian	master,	we	haven’t	forgotten	about	you	–	check	the	final	part	of	this	article	for	10	very	useful	informal	words	and	expressions.	Choose	your	level	and	let’s	go!	Table	of	contents	When	you’re	learning	a	new	language	and	are	beginning	to	find	your	feet,	the	hardest	part	when
interacting	with	others	can	sometimes	be	initiating	conversation.	Here	are	5	surefire	introductions	to	break	the	ice:	Quite	literally	‘how’s	life’,	this	is	a	great	phrase	to	find	out	how	your	interlocutor	is	doing.	Short	replies	you	can	expect	to	this	question	include:	нормально	(normal’no,	‘okay’),	хорошо	(khorosho,	‘good’)	and	плохо	(plokho,	‘bad’).	This
means	‘what’s	new’	and	is	sure	to	get	your	conversation	partner	talking.	Unless	they	reply	with	‘ничего’(nichevo)	‘nothing’,	but	at	least	you	asked!	This	phrase	is	for	greeting	someone	you	haven’t	seen	for	a	while,	meaning	‘how	many	summers,	how	many	winters	have	passed’!	Let’s	face	it,	it	can	be	tough	repeating	the	same	greetings	of	привет
(privet)	for	informal	situations	and	‘здраствуйте’	(zdrastvuite)	for	more	formal	ones.	So	here’s	another	alternative,	Здорово	(zdorovo),	close	to	‘hey’	in	English.	Remember	to	keep	the	stress	on	the	second	‘o’	for	correct	pronunciation	to	avoid	similarity	with	the	word	for	‘great’.	Literally	‘what	takes	up	your	time’,	this	can	be	interpreted	as	what	a
person	does	as	a	profession	or	what	they	do	in	their	free	time,	so	is	a	universal	elixir	for	conversation.	Those	five	phrases	should	serve	you	well,	but	if	you’re	looking	for	even	more	introductions	at	a	beginner	level,	15	Ways	to	Say	Hello	in	Russian	is	an	excellent	place	to	start.	Nobody	wants	to	be	tongue-tied	at	the	cafe	table,	so	kiss	cafe-related
anxieties	goodbye	with	these	instantly	usable	phrases.	Need	a	pen?	Можно	мне	ручку?	(Mozhno	mne	ruchku?)	Can	I	take	a	look?	Можно	мне	посмотреть?	(Mozhno	mne	posmotret’?)	You	could	even	combine	this	with	our	previous	phrase	to	give	Можно	мне	счет	пожалуйста	(Mozhno	mne	shot	pozhaluista)	–	now	you’ve	got	two	ways	to	ask	for	the
bill!	Let’s	face	it,	cafes	and	restaurants	are	ripe	territory	for	seating	mishaps	and	lost	property,	so	this	phrase	will	serve	you	well.	This	is	a	nice	alternative	to	пожалуйста,	and	it’s	easier	to	spell	as	well.	As	in	‘сколько	стоит	торт?’	(Skol’ko	stoit	tort?,	‘how	much	does	this	cake	cost?’).	When	your	Russian	level	begins	to	break	into	intermediate
territory,	you	may	well	find	that	your	listening	is	developing	well	but	speaking	remains	a	roadblock,	especially	with	all	of	those	troublesome	case	endings	to	think	about!	Here	are	10	useful	phrases	you	can	use	in	almost	any	conversation	to	add	to	your	speaking	arsenal	and	help	you	to	wave	goodbye	to	those	awkward	silences.	This	is	the	ultimate
phrase	for	suggestions,	as	in	Как	насчёт	завтра?	(kak	naschyot	zavtra,	‘how	about	tomorrow’)	when	making	arrangements.	Always	a	useful	way	to	use	to	give	advice,	as	in	‘ты	должнен	спать	больше’	(ty	dolzhen	spat’	bol’she,	‘you	should	sleep	more’).	This	construction	can	also	be	used	in	the	past	–	ты	должен	был	уйти	(ty	dolzhen	byl	uiti),	meaning
‘you	should	have	left’.	Another	great	phrase	for	advice,	as	in	я	тебе	советую	слетать	в	этот	город	(ya	tebe	sovetuyu	sletat’	v	etot	gorod,	‘I	recommend	that	you	fly	to	this	city’).	To	give	your	opinion,	you	can	use:	по	моему	мнению	(po-moemu	mneniyu)	which	just	means	‘in	my	opinion’.	You	can	also	try	по	моему	опыту	(po	moemu	opytu,	‘in	my
experience’)	and	по-моему	пониманию	(po	moemu	ponimaniyu,	‘in	my	understanding’).	This	is	possibly	the	gold	standard	of	versatile	Russian	phrases.	This	is	one	you’ll	get	to	use	all	the	time.	It	can	mean	‘goodbye’,	‘go	on’	(when	cheering	on	your	favourite	football	team)	or	even	‘let’s	go’/let’s	do	it’.	Давай	встретимся	завтра	в	1400?	–	Давай.	(Davai
vstretimsya	zavtra	v	1400?	–	Davai.,	‘Shall	we	meet	tomorrow	at	1400?	Let’s	do	it.’).	Quite	simply,	this	means	‘tell	me	more’.	Avoid	awkward	silences	in	a	conversations	from	here	on	out,	even	with	those	who	are	economical	with	words!	As	in,	насколько	мне	известно,	она	там	тоже	работала	(naskol’ko	mne	izvestno,	ona	tam	tozhe	rabotala,	‘as	far	as
I	know,	she	worked	there,	too’).	Посмотрите	на	это	с	моей	точки	зрения	(posmitrite	na	eto	s	moey	tochki	zreniya,	‘take	a	look	at	this	from	my	point	of	view’).	For	the	advanced	learner,	informal	expressions	often	remain	as	an	elusive	final	frontier,	with	resources	hard	to	come	by.	To	help	out,	here	are	10	informal	phrases	to	aid	you	in	your	language
learning	journey.	This	is	an	extremely	versatile	way	to	express	surprise.	Ты	купил	новую	тачку?	Ничего	себе!	(ty	kupil	novuyu	tachku?	Nichevo	syebye!)	You	bought	a	new	car?	Awesome!	Ну	ничего	себе	какой	тяжёлый	день!	(Nu	nichevo	sebe	kakoy	tyazholy	den’!)	Wow,	what	a	rough	day!	Офигеть!	(Ofiget’!)	is	a	general	way	to	show	that	you’re
surprised,	with	a	meaning	close	to	‘no	way!’	in	English.	Or	it’s	used	to	state	annoyance	with	another	person	–	они	офигели	(oni	ofigeli,	‘they’re	taking	the	mickey’).	This	phrase	usually	means	‘don’t	worry’,	as	in	‘экзамен	сдашь,	да	ладно’(ekzamen	sdash,	da	ladno,	‘you’ll	pass	the	exam,	don’t	worry	about	it’).	But	it	can	sometimes	also	mean	‘yeah
right’	as	in:	Ты	знаешь	Илона	Маска?	Да	ладно	тебе!’	(Ty	znaesh	Ilona	Muska?	Da	ladno	tebe,	You	know	Elon	Musk?	Yeah,	right!’).	Все	будет	хорошо,	не	парься	(Vsyo	budet	khorosho,	ne	par’sya,	‘Everything	will	be	fine,	don’t	worry!’).	A	great	phrase	for	calming	those	around	you	when	things	get	a	bit	stressful.	Money	is	one	of	those	areas	in	a
language	that	always	attracts	a	few	common	slang	terms.	And	the	one	you	are	most	likely	to	hear	is	‘бабки’	(babki)	simply	meaning	‘dosh’.	Another	one	that	might	come	in	use	is	косарь	(kosar’),	a	thousand-rouble	note.	This	is	an	informal	alternative	to	есть	(yest’,	‘to	eat’).	Я	пошел	хавать	(Ya	poshyol	khavat’)	–	‘I’m	off	to	munch	on	something’.	You
might	also	come	across	‘хавчик’	as	a	less	formal	alternative	to	‘food’.	A	general	term	for	‘nonsense’	or	‘rubbish’.	Oн	в	такую	ерунду	никогда	не	верил	(On	v	takuyu	erundu	nikogda	ne	veril,	‘He	didn’t	believe	in	that	kind	of	rubbish’).	This	is	a	handy,	informal	form	of	‘to	leave’.For	example,	короче,	я	сваливаю	(koroche,	ya	svalivayu,	‘right,	I’m	off’),
or	свалю	отсюда	(svalyu	otsyuda,	‘I’m	out	of	here’).	This	means	‘a	thing’	as	in	чертовски	интересная	штука	–	любовь	(chertovskiy	interesnaya	shtuka	–	lyubov’,	‘love	is	a	damn	interesting	thing’).	It’s	also	really	useful	when	you	don’t	know	the	word	for	something.	Feeling	irritated	and	need	to	express	it?	Бесить	(besit’)	is	just	the	verb	for	you,	as	in
меня	бесят	грамматические	ошибки	(menya	besyat	grammaticheskie	oshibki,	‘grammatical	errors	really	irritate	me’).	Hopefully	these	Russian	phrases	will	help	you	improve	your	level	of	Russian	communication	and	impress	your	conversation	partners.	So	enjoy	putting	them	into	practice!	But	don’t	stop	there	for	today,	another	excellent	place	to
continue	on	is	47	Russian	Lessons	for	Learners	on	a	Budget.


